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OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

% 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  March  3d,  A.  D.  1881,  A.  I.  1411. 

PRESENT. 

Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

u  Augustus  R.  Hall,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Geo.  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 
u  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  E.  Meter,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Companions  Wood,  Perkins, 
Meyer  and  Hamilton. 

Past  Gh'and  Secretary ,  Companion  John  Thomson. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Companions  W illiam 
Campbell,  John  Slingluff,  Fred.  W.  Lauer,  A.  K. 
Wh tuner,  S.  L.  French,  J.  H.  Codding,  H.  T.  Beards¬ 
ley,  J.  P.  Clark  and  W.  J.  Carson. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  43,  52,  91,  152,  161,  162,  163,  164,  166, 

169,  173,  175,  183,  190,  192,  193,  196,  197,  198,  208,  218, 

220,  221,  222,  226,  229,  232,  233,  234,  237,  238,  240,  243, 

245,  248,  250,  251,  252,  255,  256,  257,  258. 
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Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form 
at  6  o'clock  and  10  minutes,  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication,  held 
December  2d,  and  of  the  Grand  Communication,  held 
December  27th,  the  last,  were  separately  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chapter  No. 
233,  asking  permission  to  receive  a  new  petition  from 
Bro.  L - S - ,  a  rejected  applicant. 

On  motion,  permission  was  granted  under  the  usual 
restriction. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  Chapter  No. 
165,  whose  warrant  was  “  ipso  facto  ”  suspended  in 
November,  1879,  for  non  payment  of  dues,  having 
paid  said  dues  for  1878  and  1879  had  been  thereby 
restored  to  good  standing. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following 
Chapters,  appointing  proxies,  viz : 

Chapter  No.  166  appointing  Comp.  Alex.  M.  Lloyd. 


u 

“  196 

u 

u 

Jere.  J.  Cake. 

u 

“  214 

u 

u 

Sam’l  L.  French. 

u 

252 

u 

u 

Phaon  Hemany. 

a 

“  257 

u 

u 

Joseph  Eichbaum. 

On  motion  the  certificates  were  recieved  and  the 
companions  severally  acknowledged  as  the  proxies  of 
the  Chapter  certifying. 

Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  248  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 


o 


General  returns  for  1880  were  received  from 
Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  52,  150,  152,  162,  163,  164,  166, 
167,  169,  170,  171,  172,  173,  174,  175,  176,  177,  180, 

181,  185,  186,  187,  190,  191,  192,  193,194,  195,  196, 

199,  200,  201,  202,  203,  206,  207,  208,  209,  210,  211, 

213.  215,  216,  217,  221,  222,  223,  224,  225,  226,  228, 

229,  231,  233,  234,  236,  240,  241,  243,  246,  248,  250, 

252,  254,  255,  256,  257,  258,  259,  260.  Mark  Lodges 
Nos.  91,  216. 

Ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following 
reports  which  were  received  and  considered  : 

Philadelphia,  March  3d,  1881. 

Whereas,  The  5  per  cent.  Bonds  of  the  Masonic  Temple 
.Redemption  Loan,  owned  by  the  Grand  Chapter  have  been  issued 
iu  the  name  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Secretary  to  collect 
all  the  income  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  thsrefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  transfer  all  the  Bonds 
of  the  Masonic  Temple  Redemption  Loan  now  owned  by  this 
Grand  Chapter  to  the  “  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania.” 

Conrad  B.  Day. 

M.  Richard  Muckle 

Charles  W.  Packer. 

Willl^m  J.  Kelly. 

James  P.  Malseed. 

On  motion  the  foregoing  Resolution  was  unani¬ 
mously  adopted. 
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Philadelphia,  March  3d,  1881. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  the  custom  of  some  Secretaries  of* 
Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  in  the  Annual  returns  made  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  to  claim  a  credit  for  dues  paid  to  members  in 
preceding  years  who  had  ceased  to  be  members  of  said  Chapters 
or  Mark  Lodges,  prior  to  the  payment  of  said  dues,  and 

Whereas,  There  should  be  some  established  limitation  for 
the  allowance  of  such  claims,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  no  Chapter  or  Mark  Lodge  shall  be  entitled 
to  any  refund  of  dues  paid  for  any  member  of  said  Chapter  or 
Mark  Lodge  in  error,  unless  the  claim  for  said  dues  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Grand  Secretary  within  two  years  after  the 
payment  of  said  dues  by  the  Chapter  or  Mark  Lodge  making 
the  claim. 

Conrad  B.  Day, 

M.  Richard  Muckle, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 
William  J.  Kelly, 
James  P.  Malseed. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Resolution  be  adopted. 
Comp.  Floyd  moved  to  Amend  by  striking  out  “two’’ 
and  inserting  “four,”  which  was  lost.  The  question 
recurring  on  the  original  Resolution  it  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  on  motion  received  and  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  March  3d,  1881 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  officers  and  members  of  the 

M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania : 

Brothers  and  Companions  : 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  haying  examined  the  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter  ISIo,  248,  reccommend  that 
said  amendment  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Alexander  Simpson. 

Chairman 


( 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  of  the  last  Masonic- 
year  presented  the  following  report : 

4 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication  read 
at  the  last  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  from 
Comp.  D.  F.  D.,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  Quarterly 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  respectfully  report : 

That  the  communication  has  been  carefully  considered  together 
with  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals  upon  the  Appeal 
of  Comp.  G.  H.  A.  from  the  action  of  Jerusalem  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  Xo.  3,  to ’which  it  refers,  and  your  Committee  see 
no  reason  why  the  Grand  Chapter  should  reconsider  its  action 
upon  that  Report  as  prayed  for  in  the  communication. 

The  Committee  of  Appeals  while  referring  to  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  manner  in  which  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  Chapter  was  returned  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  late 
period  at  which  the  record  was  handed  in  to  the  Grand  Secretary’s 
Office,  did  not  base  their  recommendation  which  was  unanimously 

'  J 

adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  any  degree  upon  either  of 
these  points,  but  expressly  passed  them ;  and  based  their  recom¬ 
mendation  upon  fatal  errors  in  the  papers  transmitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  Jerusalem  Chapter  as,  and  for  the  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Chapter,  in  the  case  which  was  the  subject  of 
the  Appeal. 

Xor  does  the  communication  now  under  consideration  supply 
any  alleged  omission,  or  rectify  any  of  the  errors  upon  which 
the  Committee  of  Appeals  based  their  report  and  recom¬ 
mendation. 

The  communication  states  that  “two  of  the  original  com¬ 
mittee  declined  to  serve  and  at  the  next  stated  meeting  after  their 
appointment  their  declinations  were  received  and  their  place 
supplied.  This  fact  is  noted  on  the  minutes  of  the  Chapter, 
and  also  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Committee.”  A  reference 
to  the  dates  and  papers  will  hardly  bear  out  this  statement  ' 
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which  must  have  been  made  inadvertently  and  without  due  care. 
The  charges  were  preferred  and  the  Committee  appointed  at  the 
Stated  Meeting  of  the  Chapter,  April  26th,  1880.  The  next 
stated  meeting  was  May  24th,  1880;  but  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Committee,  it  appears  by  their  minutes,  was  held  May  19th, 
1880,  five  days  previously,  and  it  was  at  that  meeting,  as  the 
minutes  of  the  Committee  also  show,  that  the  declination  of  the 
two  members  with  the  appointment  of  two  others  in  their  place, 
was  reported,  and  one  of  the  two  at  that  meeting  appeared  and 
took  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  other  one  does  not  appear  to 
have  ever  acted  on  the  Committee;  but  in  fact  another  member 
was  appointed  in  his  place  admittedly  not  at  a  stated  meeting  of 
the  Chapter,  but  by  the  High  Priest,  not  in  Chapter.  If  any 
note  of  the  appointment  of  any  of  these  substitutes  was  made 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  Chapter,  it  was  not  certified  by  the 
Secretary  as  part  of  the  proceedings;  and  indeed  the  dates  show 
that  no  such  note,  could  in  any  event,  have  been  made  until 
after  the  appointment  had  been  made  and  acted  on  by  the 
appointees. 

The  minutes  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  charges  were 
referred,  as  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter  to  the 
Committee  of  Appeals,  do  not  show  any  appointment  at  any 
stated  meeting  of  the  Chapter,  of  substitutes  for  those  who 
declined  to  serve. 

The  Committee  of  Appeal  proceeded  by  the  record  as  trans¬ 
mitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter.  In  their  report  they 
say  that  the  record  does  not  show  that  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  was  finally  acted  upon,  and  an  inspection  of  the  papers 
makes  this  manifest.  It  was  more  than  “  omission  of  a  word,”  as 
the  communication  would  have  it  understood.  It  was  the  entire 
absence  of  any  recorded  final  action. 

Your  Committee  therefore  submit  the  Resolution  annexed. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  Comp.  D.  be  indefi¬ 
nitely  postponed,  and  that  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3,  be 


instructed  to  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  Resolution  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Chapter,  December,  1880. 

4 

Comp.  Louis  Wagner  called  for  a  division  of  the 
resolution. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  first  branch,  or  portion, 
the  vote  was:  yeas  26,  nays  44;  and  it  was  lost. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  second  branch,  or  last 
portion,  the  vote  was  30  yeas,  and  46  nays;  and  it  was 
lost.  . 

The  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
offered  December  2d,  1880,  were  taken  up  for  con¬ 
sideration. 

By  consent  the  following  amendment  was  offered 
by  Comp.  Alexander  M.  Lloyd,  seconded  by  Comp. 
Atcheson  L.  Hencli. 

Amend  Article  VII.  of  the  Constitution  by  adding 
as  a  new  section  the  following:  “ On  all  questions 
before  the  Grand  Chapter,  when  a  vote  by  Chapters 
is  requested  by  the  Representatives  of  five  Chapters, 
and  on  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  each  Repre¬ 
sentative  shall  be  entitled  to  cast  one  vote  for  each 
member  of  his  Chapter  in  good  standing,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  who  is  not,  at 
the  time,  personally  present. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  J.  Alexander  Simpson  it  was 
resolved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  Amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Constitution  offered  at  the  December 
Quarterly  Communication,  and  the  amendment 
offered  this  evening  by  Comp.  Lloyd,  be  postponed 
until  the  September  Communication,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  be  directed  to  give  notice  to  all  the 
Chapters. 
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Comp.  Edward  Mathews,  on  behalf  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  procure  and  present  a  testimonial 
to  the  retiring  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  John 
Thomson,  reported  that  they  had  attended  to  that 
duty,  and  handed  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  a 
silver  snuff  and  tobacco  box,  beautifully  and  chastely 
embellished  with  gold  emblems  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry. 

Comp.  William  J.  Kelly,  then,  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  presented  the  same  to  Comp.  John 
Thomson,  in  an  address  recapitulating  the  long  and 
faithful  services  rendered  by  Comp.  Thomson  to 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  this  Grand  Chapter.  The 
address  was  as  follows: 

Most  Excellent  Companion  John  'Thomson : 

I  am  fraternally  permitted,  through  the  kindness  of  my  col¬ 
leagues  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  this  M.  E.  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  to  procure  a  testimonial  for  presentation  to  you,  and,, 
especially  to  the  Chairman,  Companion  Edward  Matthews,  to 
whose  courtesy  I  am  particularly  indebted,  to  allow  me  to  be  the 
agent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  presenting  it. 

Companion  Thompson,  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  could  not 
allow  your  official  severance  without  in  some  way  socially  ex¬ 
pressing  her  regret  at  your  decision  to  serve  her  no  longer  in  the 
capacity  of  Grand  Secretary.  And  to  carry  out  its  views  it 
appointed  a  committee  of  five  members  to  decide  upon  an 
appropriate  testimonial.  Of  that  committee  I  was  one. 

We  met  and  discussed  various  objects,  and  the  more  we 
discussed  the  more  difficult  became  the  choice. 

That  committee  was  embarrassed  with  so  much  affection  for 
you  that  it  became  a  serious  question  whether  they  could  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  of  any  kind  in  your  case,  which  would  fitly 
express  the  intention  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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Finally  one  of  the  members  recounted  a  habit  of  yours  which , 
soon  as  mentioned,  had  been  noted  by  all  and  at  once  our  troubles 
were  ended,  our  decision  reached,  and  we'  are  here  to-night  to 
convey  it  to  you  freighted  with  love  and  good  wishes.  My 
Companion,  I  will  not  attempt  upon  this  occasion  to  detail  your 
services,  covering  a  period  of  over  half  a  century  to  our  Fra¬ 
ternity.  A  moments  reflection  would  teach  the  most  obtuse 
that  during  an  active  career  of  that  period  your  labors  must 
have  been  immense,  your  sacrifices  great. 

Your  services  to  this  Grand  Chapter  have  been  constant  and 
unremitting,  as  most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  for  the  past 
fourteen  years,  and  during  that  time,  as  I  am  informed,  you  have 
not  been  absent  from  a  single  meeting ;  a  history  of  official  zeal 
and  punctuality  almost  unparallelled.  No  wonder  then,  my 
Companion,  this  Grand  Chapter  were  unanimous  in  directing  that 
a  testimonial  should  be  prepared  of  their  appreciation  of  such 
services.  No  wonder  your  Companions  were  anxious  to  impress 
their  old  friend  that  during  the  balance  of  his  life  they  desire  his 
kindlv  remembrance. 

V 

No  wonder  the  Committee  were  embarrassed  in  their  selection 
of  a  memento  to  one,  who  being  a  link  between  us  and  a  past, 
and  whose  early  career  is  now  fading  away  in  the  dim  distance 
gradually  from  view,  but  to  which  we  nevertheless  clutch,  to 
hold  with  us  as  an  anchor  upon  which  and  by  which  we  can 
safely  feel. 

You  are,  Bro.  Thomson,  pre-eminently  a  representative  of 
that  past,  the  history  of  which  we  are  so  justly  proud.  And 
that  you  may  yet  live  many  years  in  the  bosom  of  your  family, 
with  every  happiness  showered  upon  you,  is  the  devout  prayer 
of  every  member  of  our  Fraternity.  That  you  may  be  spared 
to  us  that  we  may  profit  by  your  example,  counsel  and  guidance 
is  the  hope  of  your  Companions  in  the  Royal  Arch.  And  now, 
my  Companion,  it  is  only  left  me  to  present  to  you  this  box,  the 
idea  of  which  was  suggested  by  the  old  one  being  nearly  worn 
out,  and  in  order  that  we  might  contribute  to  your  comfort 
and  at  the  same  time  express  our  love,  we  have  had  prepared 
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this  beautiful  souvenier.  We  present  it  with  the  hope  that 
every  time  you  want  its  use  the  gift  may  remind  you  of  the 
esteem  with  which  you  are  held  by  your  Companions,  and  may 
such  remembrance  put  new  life  and  strength  into  your  body  and 
mind,  that  you  may  be  spared  to  us  for  many  years  to  come. 
Accept  it,  therefore,  my  Companion,  as  a  testimony  of  confidence, 
esteem  and  affection  from  your  Companions  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
H.  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Comp.  John  Thomson  received  the  testimonial  in 
Ms  usual  fraternal  manner. 

Comp.  Andrew  Zane,  Jr.,  then,  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  presented  to  Comp.  J.  Alex.  Simpson, 
Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  a  magnificent  gold  watch, 
as  a  token  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  as  a  slight  memento  of  his  long 
and  faithful  services  as  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

t/ 

The  address  was  as  follows  : 

Most  Excellent  Gh'and  High  Priest  and  Members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter: 

When  I  was  a  boy,  like  all  other  boys,  I  was  attracted  by 
the  tinselled  show  and  gewgaws  of  society.  The  outward 
adornment  found  grace  in  my  sight,  and  I  was  led  to  suppose 
that  they  were  the  emblems  of  greatness. 

I  used  to  gaze  with  astonishment,  at  the  splendid  equipages, 
as  they  dashed  along  our  streets,  they  suggesting  to  my  inex¬ 
perienced  mind  an  untold  wealth,  and  a  grandeur  of  life  that 
placed  the  occupants  upon  a  much  higher  plane  in  the  social 
-world  than  those  on  foot.  The  military  parades,  as  they  passed 
along  our  highways,  displaying  the  polished  sword  of  an  officer, 
or  the  glistening  bayonet  of  a  private,  and  the  even  step  and 
exact  drill,  filled  my  untutored  mind  with  a  terror  that  would 
necessarily  follow  if  such  power  was  brought  into  requisition. 
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I  soon  learned  that  the  tinselled  show,  and  the  outward 
adornment,  etc.,  were,  in  the  main,  but  the  emblems  of  an 
emptiness  and  narrowness  of  the  heart  and  head,  and  if  I  should 
seek  for  true  worth  and  manliness  of  character,  I  could  only  find 
it  where  the  inner  instead  of  the  outer  man  was  adorned.  That 
real  valor  was  not  and  could  not  be  expected  on  dress  parade, 
and  the  sword  and  bayonet,  no  matter  how  highly  polished,  or 
gracefully  or  steadily  held,  was  but  harmless  steel,  unless  wielded 
and  used  by  a  strong  arm,  controlled  by  a  resolute  will  and  stout 
heart.  The  even  step  and  exact  drill,  the  immaculately  white 
linen  and  spotless  uniform,  were  but  the  counterfeits  of  a  true 
discipline,  and  if  I  would  see  the  genuine,  I  could  only  find  it 
beneath  the  tanned  skin,  the  worn  and  tattered  uniform,  the 
battered  blade  and  bayonet  of  a  sturdy  and  hardy  veteran. 

It  required  but  a  short  experience  to  leant  these  facts,  and  to 
know  that  all  there  was  of  worth  in  man  sprung  from,  or  was 
the  natural  outgrowth  of  a  cultivated,  noble,  pure  heart  and 
mind. 

The  principles  involved  in  the  homely  truths  of  my  early 
experience,  I  wish  to  use  and  apply  to  the  present  occasion. 

Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  there  stands  among  us  one,  who 
for  his  manly  qualities,  gentlemanly  deportment,  true  and  noble 
heartedness,  assiduous,  unselfish  and  self-sacrificing  labors,  we 
should  and  do  respect  and  honor.  He  is  one  of  our  companions. 
In  his  walk  among  us  he  presents  no  tinselled  show  nor  outward 
adornment,  nor  ostentation.  He  moves  along  in  his  every-day 
duties,  acting  from  the  noble  principles  that  abound  in  his  heart, 
with  but  one  purpose  in  view :  to  do  his  part  well,  so  that  it  may 
result  in  the  greatest  good.  In  the  battle  of  life  we  see  him  not 
in  dress  parade,  but  standing  among  the  foremost,  bearing  the 
brunt,  and  heat  of  the  strife.  If  his  step  be  even  and  exact,  it 
is  firm,  the  result  of  true  discipline  and  courage.  If  his  sword 
glistens,  it  has  been  brightened  in  actual  contest.  He  is  a. 
veteran,  of  no  mean  distinction,  and  his  work,  so  long  as  our 
honored  Order  shall  last,  will  be  felt  and  appreciated. 

I  speak,  Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  of  our  beloved  Com¬ 
panion,  John  Alexander  Simpson. 
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For  35  years  lie  has  been  a  member  of  our  Order. 

He  entered  the  threshold  as  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1846.  He  was  passed  to  the  Degree  of 
a  Fellow  Craft  Mason  in  April,  and  was  raised  to  the  Sublime 
Degree  of  Master  Mason  in  May  of  the  same  year. 

Passed  the  Chair  and  Marked  in  June,  received  the  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  Degree,  and  exalted  to  the  Supreme  Degree 
of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  July,  1846. 

From  this  time  his  labors  began,  and  we  find  that  he  was 
elected  Junior  Warden  of  Lodge  No.  126  in  December,  1848, 
Senior  Warden  in  1849,  and  Master  in  1850. 

Elected  Scribe  in  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  in  December, 
1849,  King  in  1850,  and  High  Priest  in  1851. 

He  became  Secretary  of  his  Chapter  in  1852,  and  has  retained 
that  position  from  that  time  uninterruptedly  to  the  present. 

He  was  appointed  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary, 
John  Thomson,  as  assistant  Grand  Secretary  in  January,  1857, 
and  approved  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  year  1876,  has  held  that  position  to  the  present.  And,  in 
addition  to  all  this,  for  the  past  twelve  years,  with  the  exception 
of  the  year  1876,  has  performed  the  duties  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ify-Laws  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

This  is  his  official  record,  and  for  the  highly  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  he  has  performed  the  work  any  one  of  us 
might  well  feel  proud.  The  labors  of  these  years  we  know,  and 
of  which  I  need  not  particularly  speak.  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  these  labors  were  well  and  satisfactorily  performed. 

For  this,  and  particularly  that  of  the  past  twelve  years,  we 
meet  here  this  night  to  give  to  him  an  expression  of  our 
appreciation. 

Companion  John  Alexander  Simpson,  you  have  done  well. 
No  one  could  have  done  better.  You  have  served  this  Grand 
Chapter  as  its  Assistant  Grand  Secretary  for  eleven  years,  and  I 
am  informed  that  in  all  that  time,  such  has  been  the  correctness 
of  your  work,  that  the  minutes  stand  as  they  were  originally 
written,  almost  without  amendment. 
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This  Grand  Chapter,  with  a  full  sense  of  their  obligations  to 
you,  could  allow  no  more  time  to  pass  without  some  acknow¬ 
ledgement  on  their  part.  The  Grand  Officers  and  Members 
would  feel  derelict  in  duty,  if  they  should  not  offer  to  you  some 
mark  of  their  appreciation.  They  look  upon  you  as  a  noble- 
hearted,  true-spirited,  faithful  and  upright  man.  They  recognize 
the  fact  that  you  have  always  done  your  duty,  and  done  it  well, 
without  the  slightest  desire  for  show  or  ostentation,  but  quietly 
and  humbly,  without  pecuniary  reward,  prompted  only  with  the 
desire  that  you  might  do  something  to  assist  in  promoting  the 
work  and  the  good  of  the  Order. 

And  to-night,  at  the  request  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  through 
the  Most  Execllent  Grand  High  Priest,  Hibbert  P.  John,  I  am 
here  to  present  to  you  this  beautiful  watch,  as  a  small  token  of 
their  esteem. 

Take  it  then,  and  with  it  the  well  wishes  of  the  Grand  Officers 
and  your  Companions. 

We  trust  }tou  may  carry  it  from  this  time  so  long  as  you  may 
live,  and  as  you  may  have  it  in  everyday  use,  may  the  thought 
constantly  gladden  your  heart  that  it  truly  bears  the  well  wishes 
of  your  Companions.  In  that  sense  alone  it  is  given,  for  in  no 
degree  does  it  intrinsically  represent  the  great  value  of  your  long 
labors  and  services. 

When  you  look  upon  its  face,  may  it  bring  to  your  mind  the 
friendly  faces  of  those  who  this  night  surround  vou.  When 
you  see  the  moving  of  these  hands,  may  you  look  back  with 
pride  at  the  years  of  toil  that  your  hands  wrote  Our  records. 
When  you  observe  the  minutes  as  they  fly,  may  it  remind  you 
of  the  other  minutes,  which  you  so  well  kept,  and  which  your 
companions  so  highly  appreciate.  And  as  the  hours  go  by,  may 
it  constantly  keep  you  in  remembrance  that  time  is  fleeting,  and 
that  you  are  fast  passing  away  to  that  place  where  you  shall 
receive  the  just  reward  of  all  your  labors.  And  may  these 
thoughts  stimulate  you  in  the  everyday  active  duties  of  life, 
until  you  reach  that  Celestial  Chapter,  where  you  may  rest  from 
your  labors,  and  where  time  shad  be  no  more. 
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Take  this,  then,  as  the  tribute  of  brotherly  hearts.  Take  it 
as  an  expression  of  the  good-will  of  your  companions.  Take 
it  as  embodying  the  respect  and  esteem  of  us  all.  Take  it  and 
with  it  the  deep  and  abiding  affection  of  your  Companions  as 
Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Comp.  Simpson  received  the  same  in  words  of  deep 
gratitude  and  feeling. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  off;  ’  for  the 
purpose  of  exemplifying  the  “Mark  Master  Masons- 

Degree.” 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened  m 
ancient  form. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  as  Worshipful  Master. 
t(  ((  «  King,  as  Senior  Warden. 

a  a  a  Scribe,  as  Junior  Warden. 

The  Degree  of  a  Mark  Master  Mason  was  then 

exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  tv  as  closed. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on  for  the 

further  dispatch  of  business. 

On  motion  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Committee  on  ( lharity  for.  the 
relief  of  a  member  of  Grand  Chapter. 


Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  10.30  o  clock, 
P.  M. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  Secretary. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  June  2d,  1881. 


PRESENT. 

Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 

“  Augustus  R.  Hall,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

u  Geo.  W.  Wood,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  M.  E.  Grd.  Scribe  pro  tem. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

v 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Companions  George  W.  Wood, 
Daniel  Thompson,  Michael  Nisbet  and  William  C. 
Hamilton. 

j District  Deputy  Gh'and  High  Priests. —  Companions  Bobb, 
Clark,  Slingluff,  Simonds,  Henderson,  Carson  and 
Campbell. 

% 

Chapters  Nos.  3,43,  52,  91,  152,166,  169,  171,  175,  181, 
183,  190,  191,  197,  198,  201,  208,  223,  232,  233,  234,  238, 
241,  243,  250,  251,  258,  260. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form 
at  7  o’clock  and  15  minutes,  p.  m. 

The  minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication, 
held  March  3d,  were  read  and  approved. 

A  Code  of  By-Laws  from  Chapter  217,  also  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  166,  169, 191, 
238  and  250  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  By-Laws! 
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Communications  were  received  from  the  following 
Chapters  asking  permission  to  receive  new  petitions 
from  rejected  applicants,  viz: 

From  Chapter  No.  173  to  receive  new  petition  from  P.  F.  A. 

“  “  “  217  “  “  “  “  J.  W.  T. 

On  motion  permission  was  granted  under  the  usual 
restrictions. 

Communication  was  received  from  Chapter  No. 
260  to  heal  the  irregular  marking  of  Bro.  T.  C.,  and 
to  receive  a  new  petition  from  said  Brother,  who  had 
been  objected  to,  after  favorable  ballot,  in  Chapter 
No.  244. 

Objections  were  received  and  read  from  Chapter 
No.  244,  against  permission  being  granted. 

On  motion  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  special 
Committee  of  live  to  report  thereon.  The  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Comps.  J.  Alexander 
Simpson,  P.  G.  H.  Priests  Wm.  C.  Hamilton,  Charles  E. 
Meyer,  Comps.  William  J.  Kelly  and  Louis  Wagner, 
as  said  Committee. 

Communication  was  read  from  Chapter  No.  232 
asking  permission  to  receive  a  new  petition  from 
F.  B.,  a  rejected  candidate  in  Chapter  No.  183. 

Objections  were  read  from  Chapter  No.  183  against 
such  permission  being  granted. 

On  motion  of  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  Coppee  Mitchell, 
permission  was  refused. 
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Communication  was  read  from  Chapter  No.  166 
asking  Grand  Chapter  to  remove  the  suspension  of 

Comp.  B.  L.,  who  had  been  suspended  in  error. 

% 

On  motion  the  prayer  of  the  petition "  was  granted 
and  the  suspension  removed. 

General  returns  were  received  for  1880  from 
Chapters  Nos.  1*61,  165,  178,  179,  182,  205,  212,  242, 
244,  245,  249,  253,  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered 
and  filed. 

Missives  were  received  and  read  as  follows: 

From  Comp.  G.  R.  Gwynne,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee,  appointing 
Comp.  Hibbert-  P.  John  as  the  Representative  of  said 
Grand  Chapter,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

From  Comp.  George  Thornburgh,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas,  ap¬ 
pointing  Comp.  William  J.  Kelly,  as  Representative 
of  said  Grand  Chapter  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  the  missives  were  received  and  the 
Companions  duly  acknowledged  as  such  Represent¬ 
atives. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report : 
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To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  M.  E  Grand  King ,  M.  E, 

Ghrand  /Scribe,  officers  and  members  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter 

of  Pennsylvania : 

* 

Brothers  and  Companions  : 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  having  carefully  examined  the 
By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  them,  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  Resolution  for  your  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
217,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  second  clause  of 
Section  4  and  the  whole  of  Section  12  relating  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment,  duties  and  compensation  of  an  Organist,  such  matter  not 
being  proper  as  By-Laws,  by  striking  out  of  Section  17  the 
word,  “  two-thirds  ”  and  inserting  in  their  place  the  words  “  a 
majority/’  and  as  thus  amended  said  By-Laws  be  approved. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Resolved,  That  the  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
No.  166,  169,  191,  238  and  250  be  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Alexander  Simpson. 

Chairman  Committee  on  By-Laws . 

Philadelphia,  June  2d,  1881,  A.  I.  2411. 

Grand  Secretary  stated  that  he  had  been  requested 
to  attach  his  name  and  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  sundry  certificates,  issued  by  subordinate  Chapters 
to  their  members,  certifying  that  the  Chapter  granting 
said  certificate  is  in  regular  standing  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  there 
was  no  authority  given  him  to  sign  and  seal  said 
certificates. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  duly 
seconded,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
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be  authorized  to  sign  as  Grand  Secretary,  and  attach 
the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  such  certificates 
upon  the  payment  of  one  dollar  fee  into  the  funds  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  of,”  to  ex¬ 
emplify  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
opened. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  as  Most  Excellent  Master. 

“  u  u  King,  as  Senior  Warden, 

Comp.  James  S.  Barber,  as  Junior  Warden. 

N 

The  Degree  of  a  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  was 
then  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on,”  for  the 
further  dispatch  of  business. 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9  o’clock 
and  30  minutes,  p.  m. 

J.  ALEXANDER  SIMPSON, 

Ass/'.  Grand  Secretary, 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  September  8th,  1881. 

PRESENT. 


Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Augustus  E.  Hall,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  E.  Patton,  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer,  .  M,  E.  Grqnd  Secretary. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Companions  Thompson,  Wood, 
Perkins  and  Meyer. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests . — Carson  and  Camp¬ 
bell. 

Representatives  of  Chapters  Nos.  3,  43,  52,  91,  152,  162, 166, 
169,  173,  175,  181,  183,  190,  197,  198,  201,  208,  222,  232, 
233,  234,  240,  243,  248,  250,  251,  252,  258. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form 
at  7  o’clock  and  10  minutes  p.  m. 

The  minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication, 
held  June  2d,  1881,  were  read  and  approved. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Willian  T.  Woodruff*,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  welcomed  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  23 
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Missives  were  received  and  read  as  follows: 

From  M.  E.  Comp.  H.  M.  Phelps,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont,  appointing 
Comp.  John  Curtis  as  Representative  of  said  Grand 
Chapter. 

From  M.  E.  Comp.  Edward  Walker,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana,  appointing 
Comp.  Augustus  R.  Hall,  as  Representative  of  said 
Grand  Chapter. 

From  M.  E.  Comp.  William  T.  Woodruff,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  ap¬ 
pointing  Comp.  Charles  E.  Meyer,  as  Representative 
of  said  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion  separately  made  the  Companions  above 
named  were  duly  recognized  as  such  Representatives. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  made  the  following 
Report  which  was  ordered  to  be  hied. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania: 

Companions  :  The  Grand  Secretary  respectfully  presents 
the  following  annual  report  of  the  Chapters,  Mark  Lodges,  and 
membership  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  ending  December 
27th,  1880. 

CHAPTEES. 

The  number  of  members  December  27th,  1879,  were  9,987 
Admitted  during  1880,  ......  77 

Marked,  &c.,  during  1880,  .....  414 

10,478 

Restored  to  good  Masonic  standing,  8. 


DEDUCT. 


• 

Resigned  during  1880.  . 

127 

Suspended  “  “ 

251 

Expelled  “  u 

2 

Died  “  “ . 

110 

Deduct  error  Chapter  166  to  date, 

12 

502 

Rejected,  “ 

25 

Members,  December  27th,  1880, 

9,976 

MARK  LODGES. 

The  number  of  Members,  December  27th,  1879, 

were 

1,841 

Marked  during  1880,  ..... 

• 

0 

Admitted  “  “..... 

• 

3 

1,844 

DEDUCT. 

Resigned  during  1880,  ..... 

5 

Suspended  “  “ 

38 

Expelled  “  “..... 

0 

Died,  “  u . 

39 

82 

Members  December  27th,  1880, 

1,762 

The  number  of  Chapters  December  27th,  1880, 

•  • 

104 

The  number  of  Mark  Lodges  December  27th,  1880, 

3 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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Bradford.  .  .  .  1st  and  3d  Thursdays. 
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MARK  LODGES. 


No. 


91 

214 

216 


^  Communication  was  read  from  Chapter  165,  asking 
Grand  Chapter  to  heal  irregular  marking  of  C.  L.  S. 
and  J.  McL.  [Jhese  Companions  were  marked,  etc., 
during  the  ipso  facto  suspension  of  the  Warrant  of 
Chapter  No.  165.] 

On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  said  Com¬ 
panions  were  healed. 

Communication  from  Chapter  No.  52  was  read 
asking  permission  to  receive  a  new  petition  from 
Bro.  J.  R.  H.,  rejected  January  2d,  1880.  On  motion, 
permission  was  granted  under  the  usual  restrictions. 

The  amendments  to  the  Constitution  which  were 
laid  over  at  the  February  Communication  until  this 
time,  were  then  taken  up. 

The  1st  amendment  was  to  Section  I.  of  Article 
VII.  by  a  substitute.  A  motion  was  made  that  the 
amendment  be  adopted,  which  was  lost,  yeas  37,  nays 
40 ;  so  the  amendment  was  not  adopted. 


1 

Where  Held. 

Time  of  Meeting. 

MEMBERS 

Dec’r  27,  1879.  ' 

ADMITTED. 

DIED. 

DIMITED. 

SUSPENDED. 

TOTAL  MEMBER¬ 

SHIP  Dee.  27/80.1 

Philadelphia.  . 

Second  Monday. 

710 

1 

18 

3 

28 

662 

Philadelphia.  . 

Second  Tuesday. 

658 

2 

18 

9 

833 

Philadelphia.  . 

Third  Tuesday.  . 

473 

3 

2 

1 

467 

32 


Comp.  Louis  Wagner  moved  to  indefinitely  post¬ 
pone  the  further  amendments  to  said  Article  VII. 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  to  Section  II.,  Article  IV.,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Comp.  John  I.  Beggs  moved  to  indefinitely  post¬ 
pone,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Comp.  John  I.  Beggs  offered  the  following  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Constitution. 

Amend  Article  VII.  of  the  Constitution,  by 
adding  as  a  new  section  the  following: 

On  all  questions  before  the  Grand  Chapter,  when  a  vote  by 
Chapters  is  requested  by  the  Proxies  of  five  Chapters,  and  in 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  each  Proxy  shall  be  entitled 
to  cast  one  vote  for  each  member  of  his  Chapter  in  good 
standing  who  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  who  is 
not  personally  present. 

Comp.  Past  High  Grand  Priest  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding: 

“And  that  every  Chapter  not  now  entitled  to  a 
proxy,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  proxy.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  off,”  for 
the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
after  which  it  was  “called  on,”  for  the  dispatch  of 
business. 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9.55  o’clock, 

p.  M. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  Secretary. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia.  December  8th,  I88J. 


PRESENT. 1 

Comp.  Hibbekt  P.  John,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Augustus  R.  Halt,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  M.  E.  Grand  T,  ' easurer . 

Charles  E.  Meyer,  .  31.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Companions  Thompson,  Hutch¬ 
inson,  Wood,  Griscom,  Nisbet  and  Meyer. 

Past  Grand  Secretary. — Comp.  John  Thomson. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Henderson,  Simonds, 
Turner,  Clark,  Slingluff,  Hochheimer,  Campbell, 
Kauffman,  Kramer,  Carson,  French,  Codding  and 
Lehman. 

Representatives  of  Chapters .—3,  43,  52,  91,  152,  159,  161, 
162,  165,  166,  169,  173,  175,  181,  183,  186,  190,  191,  192, 

193,  1  97,  198,  201,  208,  214,  216,  220,  221,  222,  224,  232, 

233,  234,  237,  238,  239,  240,  241,  243,  244,  245,  247,  248, 

250,  251,  252,  255,  257,  258,  259,  260. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form 
at  6  o’clock,  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication,  held 
September  8th,  1881,  were  read  and  approved. 

Amendments  to  By-Laws  were  received  from 
Chapter  Nos.  169,  1  75,  178  and  243.  On  motion  re¬ 
ferred  to  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

3 


34 


Communications  were  received,  and  read,  from, 
the  following  Chapters  apppointing  Proxies: 


Chapter  No.  159, 

“  “  193, 

“  “  201, 

“  “  216, 

a  a  217, 

“  “  234, 

“  “  241, 


Solomon  A.  Philips. 
Pouter  C.  Friend. 
George  B.  Orlady. 
Thomas  Weiss. 
Joseph  H.  Elton. 
William  Campbell. 
Elias.  W.  Hale. 


On  motion,  severally  made,  the  Companions  were 
acknowledged  as  said  Proxies. 


General  returns  for  1881  were  received  from 
Chapters  Nos.  165,  171,  206,  214,  and,  251.  Ordered  to 
be  entered  and  filed. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Chapter  No.  257, 
asking  permission  to  receive  a  new  petition  from  Bro. 
W.  B.,  rejected  in  Chapter  No.  162. 

On  motion  permission  was  granted  under  the 
usual  restrictions. 


A  petition  was  read  from  T.  C.  T.,  late  of  Catawissa 
Chapter,  No.  178,  asking  to  be  restored  to  good 
Masonic  standing. 

On  motion  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted. 

An  application  was  received  from  a  number  of 
Companions  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  at 
Troy,  Bradford  County,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 
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A  Communication  of  request  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  relative  to  “passing  to  the ‘Chair,”  was  on 
motion  received  and  filed. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received 
among  some  papers  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  found 
among  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  original 
Minutes  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  from  December.  1796, 
to  1812.  The  records  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  now 
complete. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following- 
report  : 

% 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members 

of  the  Grand  Holy  Poyal  Arch  Chapter  0/  Pennsylvania  : 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully 
report,  that  they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas  R.  Patton,  from  November  15th, 
1880,  to  November  28th,  1881 ;  and  the  books  of  the  M.  e' 
Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  John  Thomson,  from  November  loth, 
1880,  to  December  27th,  1880;  and  of  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary' 
Comp.  Charles  EC  Meyer,  from  December  27th,  1880,  to 
November  28th,  1881,  and  found  them  correct  and  agreeing  with 
their  vouchers,  showing1: 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  November  15th,  1880,  .  .  Si, 205  03 

For  dues  and  fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  4,435  66 
“  interest  on  Masonic  Loan,  ....  1,000  00 

u  u  deposits  of  Grand  Treasurer, .  .  39  91 

“  sale  °f  Certificates,  Reprints,  etc.  .  .  .  17  00 

•  _ 

$6,697  60 


Total  amount  of  Receipts,  brought  forward, 


$6,697  60 


PAYMENTS. 


Expenses,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 

“  D.  D.  “  “  Priests, 

Salary  Grand  See.,  Comp.  J.  Thomson, 
9-30  to  12-27-80,  . 

Salary  Grand  Sec.  CFk,  Comp.  Kingston, 

9-30  to  12-27  -80 . 

Salary  Grand  Sec.,  Comp.  C.  E.  Meyer, 
12-27-80  to  9-27-81,  .  .  ‘  . 

Salary  Grand  Sec.  Clerk,  Comp.  Barber, 
12-27-80  to  9-27-81, 

Salary  Grand  Tyler,  H.  G.  Clark, 
9-30-80  to  9-27-81,  . 

Rent  from  Sept.  30th,  1 880,  to  Sept.  30th, 

1881, . 

Printing,  including  Proceedings,  Postage, 
etc.,  etc.,  . 

Postage,  Expressage,  etc.,  etc., 
Testimonial  to  Comp.  John 

Thomson,  .  .  .  $80  00 

Testimonial  to  Comp.  J. 

Alexander  Simpson,  $105  90 

Charity,  ...... 

Repairing  Robes,  ..... 

Office  Desk,  ..... 

Tuning  Organ  from  9-30-80  to  7-20-81, 


$1,200  00 
331  40 

187  50 

75  00 

562  50 

225  00  x 

100  00 

1,775  00 

334  59 
75  00 


185  90 

31  59 
20  07 
38  68 

32  50  $5,174  73 


Balance, 


£1,522  87 


With  which  to  pay  balances  due  on  appropriations  to  Dec. 
27th,  1881,  as  foil  ows  : 

Rent  from  Sept,  30. 1881,  to  Dec.  27, 1881,  $425  00 
Salary  of  G.  Sec.,  “  “  “  187  50 

“  Clerk,  “  “  “  75  00 

“  G.  Tyler,  “  “  “  25  00 

Tuning  Organ,’  “  a  “  20  00  732  50 


Showing  a  balance  of 
To  which  add  amount  due  Grand  Chapter 
as  per  balance  sheet,  .... 
Showing  a  surplus  over  all  appropriations  and 
expenditures  to  Dec.  27th,  1881,  of 


$790  37 
25  03 
$815  40 


We  have  examined  the  investments  held  by  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Treasurer,  amounting  to  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars,  all  of  which 
are  Bonds  of  the  Five  per  cent  Masonic  Loan,  in  the  name  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
find  them  correct. 


The  Committee  present  the  following  estimate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  year  1882: 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  Nov.  28th,  1881 

Dues  and  Fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 

Interest  on  Investments,  •  . 

New  Warrants,  ..... 

% 

Total,  ..... 


$1,522  87 
4,200  00 
1,000  00 
100  00 


$6,822  87 


EXPENDITURES. 


Rent  for  1882,  .....  $1,700  00 

Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  1200  00 

“  D.  D.  “  «  Priests,  .  300  00 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  .  .  750  00 

“  Clerk,  ....  300  00 

“  Grand  Tyler,  .  ,  .  100  00 

Printing,  including  Annual  Proceedings, 

Postage,  Stationery,  etc.,  .  .  500  00 

Balances  due  on  Appropriations  to  Dec. 

27th,  1881, .  732  50 

Tuning  Organ  for  1882,  ...  40  00  5,622  50 


Showin  g  an  apparent  surplus  of 


$1,200  37 


I  he  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions: 


Resolved ,  That  appropriations  be  made  for  the  year  1882, 
as  follows : 
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For  Expenses  of  the  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest,  . 
a  “  a  E.  E.  G.  H.  Priests,  in  visit¬ 

ing  Chapters,  ...... 

“  Pent,  ........ 

“  Printing,  including  Annual  Proceedings,  Post¬ 
age,  Stationery,  Expressage,  etc.,  etc., 

“  Salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  . 

“  “  “  Tyler,  . 

“  “  Clerk, . 

“  Tuning  Organ,  ...... 


$1,200  00 

300  00 
1,700  00 

500  00 
750  00 
100  00 
300  00 
40  00 


Resolved ,  That  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  Warrants  on  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Treasurer,  for  the  amounts  named  in  the  fore¬ 
going  resolution,  as  they  become  due  and  payable. 


The  Committee  oiler  the  following  amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter : 


Resolved ,  That  Article  X.,  Section  4,  on  page  21,  be  amended, 
by  striking  out  the  words,  “  meeting  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia.” 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Conrad  B.  Eay, 

Charles  W.  Packer, 

M.  PlCHARD  S.  MUCKLE, 
James  P.  Malseed, 

Wilt  jam  J.  Kelly, 

Committee. 

Annexed  hereto  is  a  balance  sheet  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
furnished  by  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  showing  the 
accounts  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  November  28th,  1881,  and 
the  balances  due  on  that  date  after  the  closing  entries  are  made 
for  the  fiscal  year,  1881. 
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BALANCES  NOVEMBER  28th,  1881. 


Dr. 

• 

Cr. 

Chapter  No.  161, 

$  30 

10 

|  Chapter 

No. 

162, 

$  30 

“  “  165, 

14 

10 

u 

■ 

u 

177, 

06 

“  “  182, 

60 

u 

u 

181, 

60 

“  “  186, 

90 

« 

<( 

194, 

4  40 

“  “  197, 

02 

(( 

u 

195, 

216, 

3  60 

“  “  198, 

50 

u 

u 

1  50 

“  “  201, 

30 

a 

(( 

225, 

70 

“  “  215, 

1 

80 

u 

(( 

226, 

30 

a  “  222, 

3 

30 

(( 

u 

229, 

4  40 

Cash,  .... 

1,522 

1200 

87 

u 

u 

244^ 

1  80 

Expenses  G.  H.P. 

00 

u 

a 

247, 

05 

“  D.D.G.H.P. 

331 

40 

u 

u 

250, 

09 

“  G.  Chapter, 

2,494 

33 

u 

(( 

254, 

8  50 

Salaries,  etc.,  .  . 

1,150 

00 

u 

u 

259, 

30 

Investments,  .  . 

20,000 

00 

Dues, 

•  • 

.  . 

4,405  70 

Interest, 

• 

. 

1,039  91 

Certificates,  etc.,  . 

18  00 

G.  Chapter  of  Pa., 

21,260  02 

$26,750  22 

$26,750  22 

BALANCES  NOVEMBER  28th,  1881. 

After  the  closing  entries  are  made  for  the  Fiscal  year,  1881. 
Db. _  Cr. 

Due  by  Chapters,  $  51  62  Due  to  Chapters,  $  26  59 
Cash,  ....  1,522  87  G.  Chapter  of  Pa.,  21,547  90 
Investments,  .  .  20,000  00 


$21,574  49 


$21,574  49 
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On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  the  reso¬ 
lution  attached  except  the  amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report,  which  was  accepted  and  the  resolution 
attached  thereto  adopted  : 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  members  of  the 

M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Brothers  and  Companions  : 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  having  examined  the  amend¬ 
ments  to  By-Laws  which  were  referred  to  them  beg  leave  to 
report  the  following  resolutions  for  your  consideration,  to  wit : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws 
of  Chapters  Nos.  175,  178  and  243  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of 
Chapter  No.  169,  be  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  of  Section 
2  (improperly  printed  3)  the  following  “  provided,  however,  that 
a  Companion  who  may  withdraw  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate 
of  good  standing  or  dimit  free  of  charge,  if  he  desires  it,”  and 
as  thus  amended  said  amendments  be  approved. 

Fraternally  Yours, 

J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Chairman  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

Philadelphia,  December  8th,  1881,  A.  I.  2411. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing,  pre¬ 
sented  a  verbal  report. 

The  Committee  on  Charity  presented  a  verbal 
report. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  in  June  last  on 
the  petition  of  Chapter  No.  260,  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report. 


/ 
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To  the  M.  E.  Gh'and  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Member's  of  the 

_  0 

M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 
Brothers  and  Companions  : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Bradford  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  260,  asking  the  Grand  Chapter 
for  permission  “to  receive  and  act  upon  a  new  petition  from 

Brother  T -  C - (an  applicant  who  was  objected  to 

in  Norman  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  244,  after  a  favorable  ballot 
September  8th,  1873,)  “and  to  heal  his  irregular  marking” 
and  the  communication  from  said  Norman  Chapter,  No.  244, 
objecting  to  granting  said  petition  beg  leave  to  report  : 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  these:  On  the  19fh  of  May,  1873, 

Brother  T -  C - ,  of  Lodge  No. - ,  residing  in 

Mercer,  Mercer  County,  applied  by  petition  to  Chapter  No.  244, 
located  at  Sharon,  in  the  same  county,  some  fourteen  miles 
distant,  but  the  nearest  Chapter  to  Mercer,  for  the  capitular 
degrees  and  membership;  on  June  16th,  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  made  a  favorable  report,  whereupon  a  ballot  was  had 
which  resulted  in  his  rejection;  the  same  evening  a  motion  was 
made  for  a  second  ballot;  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  held  July 
28th,  the  motion  was  adopted,  and  at  the  next  stated  meeting, 
August  25th,  the  second  ballot  was  taken  and  Brother 
C -  was  approved  but  at  a  special  meeting  held  Sep¬ 

tember  8th,  an  objection  was  made  to  any  further  proceeding, 
which  objection  is  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Chapter,  but 
by  whom  made  is  not  stated.  About  two  years  after  these  pro¬ 
ceedings  Brother  C -  removed  from  Mercer  to  Bradford, 

McKean  County,  where  he  has  been  residing  some  six  years. 
On  the  7th  of  September,  1880,  said  brother  sent  in  a  petition 
to  Chapter  No.  260,  asking  for  the  three  degrees  and  member¬ 
ship.  October  5th,  1880,  upon  a  favorable  report  he  was 
balloted  for  and  approved,  and  on  the  6th  of  October  had  the 
honorary  degree  of  a  Mark  Master  Mason  conferred  upon  him. 
October  12th,  1880,  by  direction  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
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Priest,  the  name  of  Brother  C -  was  stricken  from  the 

roll  of  the  Chapter,  he  having  been  improperly  admitted. 

Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  then  passed  a  resolution  to  apply 
to  this  Grand  Chapter  as  above  stated,  and  notified  Norman 
Chapter,  No.  244,  of  the  application.  That  Chapter  at  a  meeting 
held  May  13th,  1881,  upon  a  ballot  objected  to  the  granting  the 
permission. 

This  case  differs  from  the  case  of  one  who  has  been  rejected 
upon  a  ballot,  for  while  the  objection  remains,  the  applicant  is 
in  the  position  of  a  rejected  applicant,  yet  we  can  find  no  written 
regulation  defining  the  status  of  an  applicant  who  has  been  ob¬ 
jected  to  after  a  favorable  ballot;  for  the  purpose  of  making 
provision  for  the  future  government  of  such  cases  we  offer  the 
annexed  resolution  upon  that  subject: 

In  the  matter  more  immediately  in  hand,  in  view  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  harmony  of  Chapter  No. 
244,  will  probably  remain  undisturbed  should  so  much  of  the 
prayer  of  Chapter  No.  260,  be  granted  as  it  is  proper  to  grant, 
we  offer  the  annexed  resolution. 

“  We  think  that  so  much  of  the  petition  of  said  Chapter  as 
relates  to  the  healing  of  said  Brother  as  Mark  Master  Mason 
should  be  denied ;  if  the  omission  to  communicate  with  the  Grand 
Secretary  was  the  only  irregularity  in  the  case  we  would  have 
no  hesitation  in  recommending  that  the  brother  should  be  healed; 
it  is  much  more  serious,  his  application  to  Chapter  No.  260  was 
itself  illegal  ;  the  very  foundation  stone  being  faulty,  no  good 
.structure  can  be  erected  thereon ;  never  having  had  vitality  it  is 
impossible  to  bring  it  into  life  by  a  breath.  We  are  constrained, 
therefore,  to  say  that  it  ought  not  to  be  done. 

Resolved .  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Bradford  Chapter, 
No.  260,  as  relates  to  the  receiving  and  acting  upon  a  petition 
from  Brother  T -  C - for  the  three  degrees  and  mem¬ 

bership  be  granted. 

Resolved.  That  whenever  any  brother  or  companion  shall 
object  to  the  advancement  of  an  applicant  for  any  of  the  degrees 
after  a  favorable  ballot  has  been  had  in  his  case,  the  objection 


must  be  made  in  open  Lodge  or  Chapter  before  the  conferring  of 
the  lowest  degree  applied  for,  and  the  fact  of  the  objection,  with 
the  name  of  the  objector,  shall  be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of 
the  Lodge  or  Chapter  as  the  case  may  be;  if  the  objection  is 
withdrawn  by  the  objector  within  six  months  after  the  same  has 
been  entered,  the  applicant  may  be  advanced;  if  more  than  six 
months  shall  have  elapsed,  and  not  more  than  twelve  months, 
from  the  date  of  the  objection,  before  conferring  any  of  the 
degrees  upon  the  applicant,  the  usual  notice  shall  be  given  to  the 
members  of  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  as  in  the  case  of  other  petitions 
for  advancement.  After  twelve  months,  the  applicant  who  has 
been  objected  to  shall  have  the  privilege  of  presenting  a  new 
petition  to  such  Lodge  or  Chapter,  or  to  any  other  Lodge  or 
Chapter  under  the  present  regulations  governing  applications 
from  rejected  candidates/' 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Alexander  Simpson, 
William  C.  Hamilton, 
Charles  E.  Meyer, 

William  J.  Kelly, 

Louis  Wagner, 

Committee. 

Comp.  John  Thomson  moved  that  the  report  be 
received  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Comp.  Dennis  F.  Dealy  moved  that  the  report  be 
printed  and  considered  at  the  next  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  offered  by  Comp.  John  I.  Beggs 
at  the  September  Communication  were  then  taken  up. 

Comp.  J.  Alexander  Simpson  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute : 

Amend  Article  VII.  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  Sections 
L  2  and  3,  and  inserting  in  their  place, 
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Section  1.  Each  Chapter  within  this  jurisdiction  or  which 
is  subordinate  to  this  Grand  Chapter  may  at  the  time  its  officers 
is  chosen  elect  as  its  representative  to  the  Grand  Chapter  their 
High  Priest  or  a  Past  High  Priest  in  good  standing  therein,  who 
shall  serve  until  his  successor  shall  have  been  elected.  His  cer¬ 
tificate  of  election  shall  be  signed  by  the  High  Priest,  attested 
by  the  Secretary  with  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  attached,  a  du¬ 
plicate  of  which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Grand  Secretary  at  least 
six  days  before  the  communication  of  the  Grand  Chapters  at 
which  it  is  proposed  to  use  the  same. 

Section  2.  In  case  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  represen¬ 
tation  of  any  Chapter,  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the 
jurisdiction,  or  otherwise,  a  successor  may  be  elected  at  any 
stated  or  special  meeting,  notice  of  such  election  having  been 
given  to  all  the  members. 

Section  3.  On  all  questions  before  the  Grand  Chapter, 
when  a  vote  by  Chapters  is  requested  by  the  representatives  of 
three  Chapters  and  in  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  each  rep¬ 
resentative  shall  be  entitled  to  cast  one  vote  for  each  member  of 
his  Chapter,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
who  is  not  personally  present. 

Amend  Section  7  of  Article  VI.  by  striking  out  the  proviso 
at  the  end  of  the  section  and  inserting  in  its  place,  “  Except  on 
a  call  for  a  vote  by  Chapters,  or  when  upon  the  request  of  five 
members  a  vote  by  ballot  shall  be  taken  V 

Amend  Section  2  of  Article  VIII.  and  Section  12  of  Article 
XV.  by  striking  out  the  word  “  proxy  ”  and  inserting  the  word 
“  representative.” 

Comp.  Andrew  J.  Kauffman  moved  that  the  sub¬ 
stitute  be  adopted  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendments  were  then  adopted. 

Comp.  Andrew  Zane,  Jr.  offered  the  following, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  Comp.  Conrad  B.  Hay,  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  this  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter,  has  announced  his 
desire  to  retire  from  active  duty  after  the  present  Masonic  Year 
in  this  Grand  Body.  And 
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Whereas,  The  loss  of  his  zeal,  energy  and  experience,  wall 
be  greatly  felt,  and  his  Companions  cannot  allow  such  a  sever¬ 
ance  without  an  expression  of  their  regret,  upon  the  necessity 
which  forces  such  an  act  on  his  part.  Therefore 

Resolved ,  That  Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day,  (who  for  sixteen  years 
as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  ten  years  of  which  he 
has  been  chairman,)  has  shown  such  ability  and  zeal  as  to  richly 
merit  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  Companions. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  remarkable  and  praiseworthy  fact  or 
his  being  present  at  every  meeting  during  all  the  time  of  his 
membership  he  has  shown  an  official  record  almost  unparallelled 
for  punctuality,  and  devotion  to  the  financial  interests  of  the 
Grand  Chapter ;  and  as  an  expression  of  our  feeling  towards 
him  we  repeat  the  plaudit,  “  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant." 


On  motion  of  Comp.  P.  G.  H.  Priest  Wood,  the 
resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  suitably  engrossed  and 
presented  to  Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  then  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  announcement : 

Companions  : — I  am  reminded  that  since  the  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication  of  this  Grand  Chapter  in  September  last,  the 
”  Angel  of  Death’’  has  visited  our  ranks,  and  deprived  us  of 
one  of  our  most  active  and  useful  members.  A  Companion, 
whom  it  was  my  privilege  as  well  as  my  pleasure  to  appoint  to 
one  of  the  highest  positions  in  my  gift,  that  of  D.  D.  G.  H.  P. 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  a  position  he  had  filled  to  the  satisfaction 
of  two  of  my  immediate  predecessors.  Abraham  K.  Whitner,  D. 
D.  G.  H.  P.  for  the  County  of  Schuylkill,  died  in  Pottsville,  on 
Sunday  evening,  October  30th,  1881,  at  11.30  o’clock,  after  a 
protracted  illness,  aged  48  years  and  11  months,  leaving  behind 
him  an  untarnished  character,  and  spotless  reputation.  His 
remains  were  consigned  to  their  final  resting  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day  afternoon,  November  2d,  ult.  I  have  been  informed  that 
Companion  Whitner  had  been  confined  to  the  house  for  some 
weeks,  and  it  was  known  his  illness  was  of  a  serious  character, 
yet  the  intelligence  of  his  death  was  generally  a  surprise.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  strength  of  will,  and  possessed  considerable 
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energy  both  mentally  and  physically.  He  was  an  ardent  ad¬ 
mirer  of  the  teachings  of  “Free  Masonry,”  aad  particularly 
jealous  in  everything  appertaining  to  the  Capitular  Degrees,  and 
whenever  called  upon  was  ready  to  perform  his  full  share  of 
labor.  Companion  Whitner  seldom  acted  upon  his  own  ideas  or 
impulses,  but  he  counted  the  cost,  and  balanced  it  carefully  with 
his  firmness  and  courage.  In  fact,  rarely  do  we  find  one  whose 
culture  and  judgment  better  entitle  him  to  full  trust;  one,  who, 
unbiased  by  personal  feeling,  more  anxious  to  simply  show  to 
others  where  they  can  find  “  The  pure  gold  of  truth,  and  avoid 
the  dross  of  error.”  Our  Companion  was  kind  and  genial,  his 
very  frame  seemed  the  type  of  gentlemanly  bearing  and  civility. 
All  these  combined  characteristics  we  have  lost  in  him  whose 
memory  to  us  is  dear,  and  who  I  at  this  time  desire  to  do 
honor. 

This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
year,  beginning  on  St.  John's  Day  next,  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  appointed  Tellers  to  conduct  the 
election  who  reported  the  following  as  the  result  of 
said  election: 


Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John. 


u 

u 

u 

King ,  .  “ 

Augustus  E.  Hall. 

u 

u 

a 

Scribe ,  .  “ 

G.  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 

u 

u 

u 

Treasurer ,  .  “ 

Thomas  E.  Patton. 

a 

u 

a 

Secretary ,  . 

Charles  E.  Meyer. 

And  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  foregoing  Companions  were  duly 
elected  to  the  several  offices  aforesaid. 

All  but  Past  High  Priests,  upon  whom  the  order  of 
Pligh  Priesthood  had  been  conferred,  having  retired, 
Comp.  Henry  L.  Bunker,  Past  High  Priest  of  Chapter 
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No.  166,  had  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred 
upon  him. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  then  re¬ 
admitted. 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9  o’clock 
and  15  minutes,  p.  m. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION. 

St.  John’s  Day. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  Dec.  27th,  1881. 


Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  . 
“  Augustus  R.  Hall, 
“  Geo.  W.  Kendrick, 
“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 
“  Charles  E.  Meyer, 
“  Arthur  Thacher, 

“  John  Keller,  Jr., 

“  James  S.  Barber,  . 
Rev.“  Jas.  W.  Robins,  D.D. 
Comp.  Charles  W.  Nolen, 
“  William  A.  Sinn, 

“  S.  W.  Broadbent,  . 
“  Edward  Masson,  . 
“  T.  A.  Kirkpatrick, 
“  Charles  E.  Pike,  . 
“  John  Curtis,  .  .  . 

“  Harrison  G.  Clark, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand.  Secretary. 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  P.  A.  Captain. 
Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Master  of  3  d  Veil. 
Grand  Master  of  2d  Veil. 
Grand  Master  of  1st  Veil. 
Grand  Marshal. 

S.  G.  Master  of  Cer.,  p.  t. 
J.G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant ,  pro  tern. 
Grand  Tyler. 


PRESENT. 

•  • 

•  • 
Jr.,  . 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Companions  George  W.  Wood, 
George  Griscom,  Charles  E.  Meyer  and  William  C. 
Hamilton. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — A.  J.  Kauffman, 
Wm.  Campbell  and  B.  E,  Lehman. 

Grand  Representatives. — Companions  Charles  E.  Meyer, 
Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec, 
Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales,  Grand  Chapters  of 
South  Carolina,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Massachusetts  and  New  York. 
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Companion  John  L.  Young,  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

Companion  George  W.  Wood,  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

Companion  Thomas  R.  Patton,  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada 
and  Nebraska. 

Companion  Hibbert  P.  John,  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 
“  Wm.  J.  Kelly,  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

“  Augustus  R,  Hall,  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 
John  Curtis,  Grand  Chapters  of  Vermont. 


Representatives  of  Chapters: — Nos.  3,  52,  91,  166,  169,  175, 
183,  190,  196,  208,  224,  226,  232,  234,  240,  243,  245,  247, 
248,  251,  252,  256. 


Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form 
at  6.15  o'clock,  p.  m. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos. 
43,91, 159, 169,  172,  177,  183,  189,  198,  201.  215,  218, 
220,  232,  233,  234,  238,  239,  240,  250,  252,  253,  255, 
256.  258,  260. 


Ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  their 
Report  which  was  referred  to  the  Grand  Officers, 
with  power  to  print.  (See  Appendix.) 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  George  W.  W  ood  moved 
that  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  on  Charity,  for  the  relief  of  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  which  motion  was  adopted. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  then  read 
the  following  address : 
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Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter : 

To-night  brings  us  to  the  close  of  another  Masonic  year, 
when  it  is  right  and  proper  that  I  should  take  a  resume  of  the 
past,  before  entering  upon  the  responsibilities  of  the  future. 
There  has  transpired  much  of  deep  interest  and  importance  to 
us  all,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  as  citizens  of  this  great 
nation. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  and  progress  to  our 
country  and  state,  in  which  advancement  “ Capitular  Masonry” 
has  to  a  considerable  degree  participated.  My  personal  obser¬ 
vation  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  reinforced  by  my  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputies,  convince  me  that 
all  of  these  bodies  are  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition, 
and  I  think  the  year  just  opening  betokens  further  progress  and 
prosperity  to  the  Royal  Craft,  throughout  this  entire  jurisdiction. 
In  my  official  capacity  as  Grand  High  Priest,  attended  by  an 
official  corps  of  Grand  Officers,  I  have,  during  the  year,  visited 
all  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  meeting  within  these  halls, 
and  also  others,  meeting  in  this  city,  as  well  as  a  number 
in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

I  found  from  an  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  that  in  very  many  of  the  Chapters  visited,  there  had 
not  been  a  Grand  Visitation  in  form,  since  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy  two.  In  every  instance  where  such  visitation  was 
made,  the  greatest  interest  seemed  to  be  manifested,  and  the 
Grand  Officers  were  not  only  cordially  welcomed,  but  treated  in 
the  most  hospitable  manner ;  a  convincing  proof  that  our  efforts 
were  appreciated  and  that  our  labor  for  the  advancement  of 
*(  Capitular  Masonry”  will  not  go  unrewarded. 

VISITATIONS. 

Jan.  20tli,  1881. — Accompanied  by  several  of  my  Grand 
Officers,  I  paid  my  first  official  visit  to  Media  Chapter,  Vo.  234, 
located  at  Media,  Delaware  County,  conferred  the  Order  of 
High  Priesthood  upon  the  High  Priest  elect,  and  installed  the 
Officers  in  ample  form.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  then  con- 
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ierred  by  the  Grand  Officers.  The  attendance  was  small,  but 
the  Companions  present  seemed  to  be  deeply  interested,  and  very 
desirous  of  learning  the  work. 

Feb.  1st. — I  had  the  honor  of  visiting  St.  John’s  Chapter, 
No.  232,  on  the  occasion  of  their  Tenth  Anniversary.  Wit¬ 
nessed  the  conferring  of  the  Mark  Degree  by  the  Officers,  which 
was  very  creditably  done. 

Feb.  14th.  isited  Columbia  Mark  Lodge.  The  attendance 
was  not  large,  and,  having  no  work,  very  little  interest  seemed 
to  be  taken  in  the  meeting. 

Feb.  28th.  I  visited  Jerusalem  Chajiter,  No.  3,  and  witnessed 
the  conferring  of  the  M.  E.  M.  Degree  by  P.  H.  P.,  Companion 
1^*  F.  Dealv,  upon  his  son.  The  meeting  was  latge,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  considerable  interest  taken  in  the  work. 

April  13th. — I  made  my  first  Official  Visitation  in  form, 
accompanied  by  my  Grand  Officers,  to  Philadelphia  Chapter, 
No.  169.  The  High  Priest,  Companion  Townsend,  received  us 
in  his  usual  happy  manner,  and  after  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  the  Grand  Officers  conferred  the  Mark  Degree, 
which  was  listened  to  with  the  closest  attention. 

Ma\  12th.  Visited  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  175,  accompanied 
by  my^  Grand  Officers.  The  High  Priest,  Companion  Edward 
-f*'  Knipe,  gave  us  a  most  cordial  welcome.  I  delivered  an  ad¬ 
dress,  after  which  we  witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  by  the  High  Priest. 

-MNi  19tli.  Accompanied  by  the  Grand  Officers,  made  a 
visitation  to  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183.  We  had  anticipated  a 
large  attendance,  but  the  number  of  Companions  present  greatly 
exceeded  our  expectations.  After  a  genuine  fraternal  greeting 
by  the  High  Priest,  E.  Coppee  Mitchell,  I  delivered  an  address 
t°  Companions  and  remained  until  the  Chapter  was  closed, 
to  witness  the  conferring  of  the  Mark  and  M.  E.  M.  Degrees  by 
the  Officers  of  the  Chapter. 
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June  6th. — Made  a  visitation  in  form  to  Corinthian  Chapter,. 
No.  250.  After  delivering  an  address  and  giving  the  Com¬ 
panions  such  advice  as  the  occasion  seemed  to  demand,  we 
witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  Mark  Degree,  by  the  Officers  of 
the  Chapter. 

June  14th. — Visited,  in  form,  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  and 
exemplified  the  Mark  Degree. 

June  18th. — Accompanied  by  the  Grand  Officers,  I  visited 
Chapter  No.  198,  at  Phoenixviile.  We  were  joined  at  Norristown 
by  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  John  Slingluff,  and  a  number  of  Companions 
from  Chapter  No.  190.  We  were  very  cordially  received. 
Delivered  an  address  and  conferred  the  Mark  and  M.  E.  M.. 
Degrees  upon  four  candidates. 

On  Monday  morning,  September  19th,  the  Grand  Officers  left 
Philadelphia,  via.  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  for  the.  purpose  of 
visiting  Chapters  in  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  York,  Adams, 
Dauphin  and  Cumberland.  Arriving  at  Lancaster,  we  were 
joined  by  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  A.  J.  Kauffman,  who  accompanied 
us  to  Harrisburg,  where  we  were  met  by  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  John 
G.  Bobb  and  other  Companions.  In  the  evening,  we  visited 
Perseverance  Chapter,  No.  21.  At  this  meeting  the  number  of 
members  in  attendance  was  less  than  at  any  other  Chapter  it  has 
been  our  privilege  to  visit.  The  Mark  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees 
were  exemplified,  and  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred 
upon  two  Past  High  Priests,  by  the  Grand  Officers.  The  close 
of  this  day  was  a  period  long  to  be  remembered  by  all  of  us,  as 
members  of  the  fraternity  and  as  citizens  of  this  country.  The 
painful  and  distressing  illness  and  cruel  death  of  our  beloved 
Companion  and  lamented  President  of  this  Republic,  brought 
to  all  of  us  a  shock  that,  although  anticipated  for  many  anxious 
days  and  weeks,  so  prostrated  us  with  the  consideration  of  the 
immensity  of  the  loss  that  for  the  moment  seemed  as  irreparable 
as  it  was  untimely  and  inhuman. 

He  was  a  Companion  around  whose  character  crystallized  in 
lull  exuberance  all  that  was  noble  and  good  in  man  and  all  that 


was  just  and  pure  in  Masonry.  As  a  model  of  living  virtue  and 
excellence  of  reputation  we  esteem  him  worthy  of  our  constant 
emulation,  apart  from  his  eminent  achievements  as  a  soldier  and 
commander,  and  his  elevated  attainments  as  legislator  and  ruler. 
I  feel  this  simple  tribute  is  due  here  and  at  this  time  to  the 
memory  of  Companion  James  A.  Garfield,  as  a  testimony  to  the 
worth  of  one  who  was  our  -Brother  and  Companion,  traveling 
the  same  road  all  of  us  have  gone  over,  and  now,  having  passed 
through  the  successive  Veils  of  this  earthly  Tabernacle,  has 
entered  into  the  Sanctum  above. 

As  we  were  closing  the  Chapter,  the  solemn  tolling  of  the 
bells  reminded  us  too  plainly  for  our  startled  ears  to  misunder¬ 
stand,  of  the  sad  calamity  that  had  just  befallen  the  nation,  to  which 
we  have  briefly  alluded.  Sharing  with  us  in  tl^e  intensity  of 
grief  that  overwhelmed  all  the  Grand  Officers,  after  a  brief 
consultation  we  unanimouslv  decided  to  return  at  once  to  the 
Oily7.  Although  all  our  plans  had  been  laid  and  the  several 
Chapters  notified  of  the  Grand  Visitation,  we  felt  that  out  of 
respect  to  the  illustrious  deceased,  and  knowing  that  the  event 
would  absorb  all  other  interests,  as  soon  as  our  arrangements 
could  be  perfected  we  left  Harrisburg  a  little  after  midnight  for 
cur  homes. 

October  7th. — Accompanied  by  a  full  corps  of  Grand  Officers 
and  several  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  I  visited  Harmony 
Chapter,  No.  52.  This  was  the  largest  meeting  of  a  subordinate 
Chapter  I  have  ever  attended.  After  delivering  an  address,  the 
Mark  Degree  was  conferred  upon  Candidates  by  my  worthy 
colleague,  the  Grand  Scribe,  who  has  the  honor  to  be  a  member 
of  this  Chapter. 

October  10th. — Grand  Officers  visited  Columbia  Mark 
Lodge,  and  conferred  the  Degree  upon  one  candidate.  The 
attendance  was  fair,  and  the  closest  attention  was  given  to  the 
work. 

October  14th. — Visited  Palestine  Chapter  No.  240,  delivered 
an  address  and  conferred  the  Mark  Degree  upon  candidates. 
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On  Monday  afternoon,  October  24th,  the  Grand  Officers  left 
the  City,  via  the  North  Penna.  Railroad,  for  Easton.  Arriving 
at  Bethlehem,  we  were  joined  by  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  B.  E.  Lehman, 
and  several  Companions  of  Zinzendorf  Chapter.  Reaching  Easton, 
we  were  met  by  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  Companion 
Mixsell,  and  others.  In  the  evening  we  made  a  Visitation  to  the 
Chapter  in  form ;  delivered  an  address  and  conferred  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree.  I  had  previously  notified  all  the  Chapters  in  this 
district  of  the  intended  visit,  and  as  a  result  every  Chapter  was 
represented.  We  also  had  with  us  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Jones  and  other  Companions  from  Phillipsburg,  New  Jersey. 
This  was  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  meeting  we  have 
attended  during  the  year,  outside  of  Philadelphia. 

October  25th. — Visited  Signet  Chapter,  No.  251.  After 
giving  them  words  of  counsel,  the  Grand  Officers  conferred  the 
Mark  Degree  upon  a  Candidate.  This  Chapter  is  now  in  a 
healthy  condition,  and  have  resolved  to  meet  in  the  future  in 
Oriental  Hall. 

October  31st. — The  Grand  Officers  visited  in  form  Chester 
Chapter,  No.  258,  located  at  Chester,  Delaware  County.  After 
delivering  an  address,  the  Mark  Degree  was  conferred  upon  a 
Candidate  by  the  Grand  Officers.  It  was  a  source  of  great 
gratification  to  me  to  visit  this  Chapter,  inasmuch  as  I  had  par¬ 
ticipated  in  my  official  capacity  as  Grand  Scribe  in  filling  up  its 
Warrant,  and  also  assisted  in  Constituting  the  Chapter. 

November  16th. — Visited  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  and 
remained  to  see  the  M.  E.  M.  Degree  conferred  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Chapter.  The  work  was  well  done. 

December  5th. — The  Grand  Officers  assembled  at  Kensington 
Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  in  form  Tristram  B.  Freeman 
Chapter.  This  was  the  night  of  their  annual  election,  and  they 
gave  us  a  right  royal  reception.  After  delivering  my  address,  I 
installed  the  High  Priest  elect,  Companion  Charles  H.  Downing, 
and  conferred  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  him. 
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On  the  evening  of  December  12th,  the  Grand  Officers  left 
9th  and  Green  streets,  for  a  Visitation  to  Chapter  Vo.  190,  at 
Norristown.  Reaching  Conshohocken  we  were  joined  by  D.  D. 
G.  H.  P.  Slinglnff.  Arriving  at  Norristown  we  found  in 
waiting  to  receive  us,  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  Comp¬ 
anion  Derr,  and  a  number  of  Past  High  Priests,  whose  names 
I  cannot  at  this  moment  recall.  After  the  election  of  Officers, 
there  being  no  work  I  delivered  an  address,  and  conferred  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood,  and  installed  the  Officers  in  ample 
form.  Tuesday  evening,  December  20th,  I  concluded  my  Visi¬ 
tations  for  the  year,  with  Excelsior  Mark  Lodge,  and  Temple 
Chapter.  In  the  last-named  body  I  installed  the  Officers,  con¬ 
ferring  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  the  H.  P.  elect. 

March  loth,  appointed  Companion  Wm.  E.  Eaton  Grand 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

April  26th,  appointed  Companion  Reuben  Barney,  M.  D., 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

June  15th,  appointed  Companion  Samuel  W.  Williams 
Grand  Representative  of  Pennsylvania,  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Arkansas. 

July  12th,  on  request  of  Companion  E.  Walker,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Indiana,  I  appointed  Companion  Simeon  S.  Johnston, 
as  Grand  Representative  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana. 

August  29th,  1881,  on  request  of  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Vermont,  I  appointed  Frank  H.  Bascom  as  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Vermont. 


WAIVING  JURISDICTION. 

Jan.  1st,  188J. — Waived  jurisdiction  over  a  resident  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 
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Feb.  10th,  1881. — Waived  jurisdiction  over  a  resident  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Mary¬ 
land. 

March  26th  and  Oct.  11th. — Waived  jurisdiction  over  resi¬ 
dents  of  Pennsylvania,  by  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 

New  Jersev. 

%/ 

Nov.  14th. — Waived  jurisdiction  by  request  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  New  York. 

DISPENSATIONS  GRANTED. 

January  18th,  to  Norman  Chapter  No.  244,  to  hold  an  election 
for  Secretary,  the  former  having  deceased. 

January  20th,  to  St.  Johns,  No.  171,  Carlisle,  to  elect 
Officers. 

February  17th,  to  Howell  Chapter,  No.  202,  to  elect  Officers. 

July  27th,  Companion  John  T.  Beardslejq  I).  D.  G.  H.  P.  for 
the  Counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton,  Centre,  Union  and  Snyder 
having  resigned  his  Commission  on  account  of  change  of  resi¬ 
dence,  I  was  pleased  to  appoint,  Companion  Torrence  C.  Hippie, 
of  Lock  Haven,  to  till  the  vacancy. 

Before  closing  my  address  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
Chapters  to  the  fact  that  they  cannot  exercise  too  much  care  in 
the  selection  of  Companions  to  preside  over  their  deliberations. 
Thev  should  elect  none  but  men  who  have  the  welfare  of 
Capitular  Masonry  at  heart — none  but  those  who  will  promise 
to  be  regular  in  their  attendance,  and  zealous  and  anxious  to 
labor  for  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the  body  they 
represent — those  only,  who  will  resolve  to  keep  themselves  well 
versed  in  the  Ritual,  and  strictly  adhere  to  the  ancient  forms 
and  ceremonies  adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter.  The  High 
Priests  of  Chapters  should  bear  in  mind  that  they  alone  are 
responsible  for  the  work.  It  is  therefore  not  only  their  duty  to 
become  proficient  workmen  themselves,  but  see  that  their  ap¬ 
pointments  are  such  as  will  stand  the  test,  for  in  due  time  they 


may  also  wear  the  Mitre,  and  wield  the  Sceptre.  It  affords  me 
intense  satisfaction  to  state  that  unity  and  good  feeling  prevail 
within  these  sacred  precincts  and  that  our  intercourse  between 
this  and  sister  Grand  Chapters,  has  been  of  the  most  harmonious 
and  happy  character.  In  all  the  year  nothing  “has  occurred  to 
disturb  the  kind  and  fraternal  relations  that  have  heretofore 
existed  between  us. 

Now  my  Companions,  in  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I  have 
been  greatly  encouraged  by  the  cordial  welcome  I  have  received 
in  my  frequent  Visitations,  and  also  largely  aided  and  supported 
by  an  able  and  active  corps  of  Grand  Officers.  I  cannot  close 
without  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the  latter  for  their  ready 
response  to  all  my  calls,  and  careful  and  accurate  rendering  of 
the  work,  and  to  the  large  number  of  Companions,  whom  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  in  this  Temple,  and  also  in  other 
Halls,  for  their  kind  reception,  and  close  attention  to  the  Ritual, 
and  the  deep  interest  they  have  manifested  in  all  the  proceedings. 

So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Quarterly 
Communication  was  read,  as  refers  to  the  election  of 
Grand  Officers. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  invited  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Wm.  C.  Hamilton,  to  install  the  officers 
who  had  been  elected. 


All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received 
the  order  of  High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Comp¬ 
anion  Hibbert  P.  John  was  installed  as  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  he  was  duly  proclaimed 
as  such,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  re-admit¬ 
ted,  when  the  following  officers  were  duly  installed 
into  the  several  offices  to  which  they  had  been 
elected,  viz: 


58 


M.  E.  Grand  King, ,  Comp.  AUGUSTUS  R.  HALL. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  “  GEO.  W.  KENDRICK,  Jr. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  “  THOMAS  R.  PATTON. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  “  CHARLES  E.  MEYER. 

Who  were  severally  proclaimed  as  such,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  salutations  of  the  Craft. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to  make 
the  following  appointments : 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host: 

Comp.  ARTHUR  THACHER,  No.  248. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner  : 

Comp.  JOHN  KELLER,  Jr,  No.  52. 

Grand  R.  A.  Captain: 

Comp.  JAMES  S.  BARBER,  No.  183. 

Grand  Chaplains  : 

Comp.  Rev.  JAS.  W.  ROBINS,  D.  D, 

“  THOS.  J.  DAVIS,  D.  D, 

“  “  WM.  B.  WOOD,  D.  D, 

“  “  A.  V.  C.  SCHENCK,  D.  D, 

“  “  THOMAS  M.  JACKSON, 

“  JOHN  F.  CROUCH, 

“  “  WILLIAM  H.  PLATT. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Veil: 

Comp.  CHARLES  W.  NOLEN,  No.  169. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Veil : 

Comp.  WILLIAM  A.  SINN,  No.  175. 

Grand  Master  of  First  Veil: 

Comp.  SAME  W.  BROADBENT,  No.  245. 
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Grand  Marshall: 

Comp.  EDWARD  MASSON,  No/ 232. 

S'.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies .  - 
Comp.  ISAAC  VAN  DEUSEN,  No.  3. 

J.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies : 

Comp.  CHARLES  E.  PIKE,  No.  256. 

Grand  Pursuivant  : 

Comp.  FRANK  C.  HEADMAN,  No.  251 

* 

Grand  Tyler : 

Comp.  HARRISON  G.  CLARK,  No.  183 

Committee  on  Work : 

Comp.  GEORGE  W.  WOOD,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  MICHAEL  NISBET, 

“  DANIEL  THOMPSON,  “ 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER,  “ 

WM.  C.  HAMILTON,  M.D.,  “ 

Committee  on  Finance : 

Comp.  WILLIAM  J.  KELLY, 

M.  RICHARDS  MUCKLE, 
CHARLES  W.  PACKER, 

“  JAMES  P.  MALSEED, 

“  SAMUEL  W.  WRAY-, 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Comp.  ANDREW  ZANE,  Jr., 

“  SAMUEL  HARPER, 

“  LOUIS  WAGNER, 

IRVING  P.  WANGER, 

V.  G.  ROBINSON, 
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Committee  on  By-Laws: 

Comp.  J.  ALEX.  SIMPSON, 

“  SAMUEL  McCAMBRIDGE, 

“  WILLIAM  A.  MORTON, 

“  JOHN  W.  LEE, 

“  JOHN  L.  YOUNG. 

Committee  on  Appeals : 

Comp.  SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS,  r.  g.  h.  p. 
GEORGE  E.  WAGNER, 

“  ANDREW  ROBENO, 

“  JOHN  THOMSON, 

“  CHARLES  H.  KINGSTON.  “ 

Committee  on  Charity : 

Comp.  HENRY  R.  COULOMB, 

“  B.  FRANK  ABBETT, 

“  EDWARD  STRICKLAND, 

“  PETER  E.  WEISER, 

“  david  s.  cravp:n. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing: 

Comp.  DENNIS  F.  DEALY, 

“  CHARLES  CARY, 

“  ALEX.  M.  LLOYD, 

“  WILLIAM  W.  ALLP:N, 

WILLIAM  H.  HOSKINS. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests : 

1. — Companion  ANDREW  J.  KAUFFMAN,  of  Columbia, 

for  Counties  of  Lancaster,  York  and  Adams. 

2.  — Companion  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL,  of  Media,  for 

Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  except  Chapter 
No.  198,  at  Phoenixville. 
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3- — Companion  JOHN  I.  BEGGS,  of  Harrisburg,  for  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Fulton. 

4.  — Companion  JOHN  SLINGFUFF,  of  Norristown,  for 

Counties  of  Montgomery,  Bucks,  and-  Chapter  No. 
198,  at  Phcenixville. 

5.  — Companion  FREDERICK  W.  LAUER,  of  Reading, 

for  Counties  of  Berks  and  Lebanon. 

6.  — Companion  DAVID  H.  SEIBERT,  of  Pottsville  for 

County  of  Schuylkill. 

7. — Companion  ROBERT  E.  WRIGHT,  Jr.,  of  Allentown, 

for  Counties  of  Northampton,  Lehigh  and  Carbon. 

8.  — Companion  SAMUEL  L.  FRENCH,  of  Plymouth,  for 

Counties  of  Luzerne,  Lackawanna  and  Monroe. 

9- — Companion  JAMES  H.  CODDING,  of  Towanda,  for 
Counties  of  Bradford,  Wyoming  and  Sullivan. 

10.  — Companion  JOHN  H.  DUSENBURY,  of  Great  Bend, 

for  Counties  of  Susquehanna,  Wayne  and  Pike. 

11.  — Companion  JOSEPH  H.  SIMONDS,  of  Bradford,  for 

Counties  of  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean. 

12.  — Companion  WILLIAM  G.  KRAMER,  of  Danville,  for 

Counties  of  Columbia,  Montour  and  Northumberland. 

13.  — Companion  TORRENCE  C.  HIPPLE,  of  Lock  Haven, 

for  Counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton,  Centre,  Union  and 
Snyder. 

14.  — Companion  of  Ridgway, 

for  Counties  of  Elk  and  Cameron. 

15.  — Companion  EDMUND  H.  TURNER,  of  Altoona,  for 

Counties  of  Blair,  Cambria,  Huntingdon,  Bradford  and 
Clearfield. 
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16.  — Companion  JOHN  P.  CLARK,  of  Newport,  for  Counties 

of  Perry,  Mifflin  and  Juniata. 

17. — Companion  PHILIP  M.  HOCHHEIMER,  of  Union- 

town,  for  Counties  of  Washington,  Fayette,  Greene 
and  Somerset. 

18.  — Companion  WILLIAM  J.  CARSON,  of  Pittsburgh,  for 

Counties  of  Allegheny,  Westmoreland,  Armstrong, 
Butler,  Indiana  and  Beaver. 

19. — Companion  ANDREW  W.  COX,  of  Oil  City,  for 

Counties  of  Venango,  Warren,  Forest,  Clarion  and 
Jefferson. 

20. — Companion  MATTHIAS  H.  HENDERSON,  of  Sharon, 

for  Counties  of  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Crawford  and  Erie. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  death 
of  Past  Grand  Pligh  Priest,  Comp.  Alfred  R.  Potter, 
and  requested  Companion  William  J.  Kelly,  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  suitable  memorial. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  late  High 
Priest  of  Chapter  No.  173  and  read,  and  on  motion, 
referred  to  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

The  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Comp.  J.  Alexander 
Simpson  as  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  which  was 
on  motion  approved  of  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

All  except  those  who  had  received  the  order  of 
High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Comp.  Charles  E. 
Pike  had  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred 
upon  him. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted. 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  8  o’clock 
and  15  minutes. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  offer 
their  Annual  Report.  They  have  reviewed  the  Proceedings  of 
41  Grand  Jurisdictions,  viz: 


Alabama. 

Minnesota. 

Arkansas. 

Mississippi. 

California. 

Missouri. 

Canada. 

Nebraska. 

% 

Connecticut. 

Nevada. 

Colorado. 

New  Jersey. 

District  of  Columbia. 

New  York. 

Delaware. 

North  Carolina. 

England  and  Wales. 

Nova  Scotia. 

Florida. 

Ohio. 

Georgia. 

Oregon. 

Illinois. 

Quebec. 

Indiana. 

Rhode  Island. 

Iowa. 

South  Carolina. 

Kansas. 

Tennessee. 

Kentucky. 

Texas. 

Louisiana. 

Vermont. 

Maine. 

Virginia. 

Maryland. 

West  Virginia. 

Massachusetts. 

Wisconsin. 

Michigan. 
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They  have  taken  therefrom  such  matter  as  they  deemed 
would  be  of  importance  aud  interest  to  this  Grand  Chapter. 
They  have  avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  discussion  on  the 
various  subjects  that  are  at  present  agitating  the  Masonic  mind, 
preferring  in  this  their  first  effort  to  give  in  their  report  the 
views  of  others,  leaving  it  entirely  to  the  craft  to  form  its  own 
opinions  as  to  the  merits  of  the  controversies. 

Some  of  the  leading  questions  involved  are : 

“1.  The  status  of  suspended  Masons  for  non-payment  of 
dues. 

“  2.  Merging  of  the  Cryptic  with  the  Capitular  Degrees. 

“3..  The  General  Grand  Chapter.” 

All  these  questions  are  exciting  considerable  interest,  and 
there  are  eminent  Companions,  well  versed  in  Masonic  law  and 
usage,  who  have  written  their  views  respecting  them,  and  we 
find  them  very  widely  apart  in  the  discussion.  Seeing  this,  it 
might  be  considered  presumptuous,  if  we,  who  had  just  entered  the 
reportorial  corps,  should  put  ourselves  at  once  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  battle,  on  all  or  any  of  these  questions.  The  business 
of  critically  reporting,  or  reporting  at  all,  is  entirely  new  to  us, 
and  even  what  has  been  done,  it  is  feared  may  be  found  unin¬ 
teresting  and  defective.  At  all  events,  until  we  feel  more  at 
home  in  the  position,  it  must  not  be  expected  that  we  should 
become  greatly  excited  on  any  of  these  matters,  particularly  so 
when  our  predecessors  in  former  reports,  have  written  so  well 
and  eloquently.  These  questions  are  however  of  very  great 
importance.  Your  committee  have  not  avoided  discussion, 
and  thus  shrunk  from  duty.  Our  jurisdiction  has  had  her  say  - 
upon  all  of  them  in  no  qualified  terms,  and  to  reiterate  would 
not  strengthen  her  position.  It  must  not  be  understood 
that  we  freely  endorse  all  that  has  been  said.  We  are,  however, 
called  upon  to  defend  all  that  has  been  done  by  our  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Resolution  passed  by  our  Grand  Chapter  in  1879,  fully 
settled  the  much  disputed  question,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
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in  respect  to  the  status  oi  Masons  suspended  for  non-pavment 
of  dues,  and  we  are  happy  to  note  and  report  that  other  juris¬ 
dictions  are  following  our  example.  It  is  to  be  hoped  it  may 
not  be  long  before  all  American  Masons  will  be  united  on  that 
subject. 

No  excuse  can  be  ottered  for  the  length  of  this  report,  other 
than  that  in  the  review  we  became  so  absorbed  that  it  grew  to 
its  present  dimensions  before  the  Committee  were  aware  of  the 
extent  of  their  work.  Xo  re-arrange,  would  be  like  preparing 
another  report,  for  which  we  neither  had  the  time  nor  inclination. 

That  which  is  herewith  presented  will,  we  think,  repay 
careful  perusal. 


ALABAMA. 

This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Fifty-Fourth  Ahnual  Convo¬ 
cation  at  the  Aew  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  ot  Montgomery, 
on  the  7th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1880,  with  the  G.  H.  P. 
James  Hervey  Joiner,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers  in  their  res¬ 
pective  stations  and  places,  at  which  there  were  eight  JRepre- 
sentatives  from  other  Grand  Chapters,  and  a  number  of  High 
Priests,  Kings,  Scribes  and  Proxies,  from  subordinate  Chapters. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address, 
in  which,  reviewing  the  history  of  the  Craft  for  the  past  year, 
he  speaks  as  follows  : 

‘‘In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  year  just  closed,  we  find 
nothing  that  calls  for  serious  regret,  so  far  as  the  material  in¬ 
terest  of  the  Koyal  Craft  is  concerned,  vet  in  many  parts  of  our 
Jurisdiction  the  husbandman  has  not  been  as  liberally  rewarded 
for  his  labors  as  in  former  ones.  While  this  is  true  we  have 
reason  to  rejoice  that  our  whole  people  have  been  mercifully 
preserved  from  any  devastating  scourge,  as  well  as  from  any 
influence  calculated  to  disorganize  our  ancient  and  beloved  in¬ 
stitution,  or  impair  its  usefulness.  Our  history  for  ao>es  past 
will  .convince  every  reflecting  mind  that  the  principles  of  our 
Order  are  written  as  on  Tables  of  Stone,  and  cannot  be  effaced 
by  time  or  circumstances;  and  when  inscribed  upon  true  and 
honest  hearts,  will  control  the  motives  and  direct  the  steps  of 
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all  good  men  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  as  well  in  adversity  as  in 
prosperity.  But  I  apprehend  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  descant  upon  the  past,  or  call  the  attention  of  my  Com¬ 
panions  to  their  Masonic  privileges,  duties  and  obligations.  It 
is  for  the  future  that  we  are  now  engaged,  and  hoping  and 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  all  Masons  are  alive  to  their  individual 
responsibilities  in  this  regard,  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  give 
account  of  my  stewardship  for  the  past  Masonic  year.” 

This  is  purely  of  local  interest. 

In  conclusion  he  says : 

u  Permit  me  to  remark,  that  in  my  humble  judgment,  our  last 
Grand  Convocation  was  a  very  profitable  one.  It  is  a  high 
privilege  to  state  that  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover, 
either  by  official  correspondence  or  otherwise,  your  legislation 
has  met  the  approval  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  Alabama.  The 
Committee  on  Work  was  allowed  to  make  a  full  report  of  the 
work  and  lectures  of  the  several  degrees.  This  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  former  Convocations,  and  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  those 
who  remained  to  the  close  were  amply  paid  for  the  delay  caused 
by  the  complete  report  of  the  Ritual  of  our  Order,  which  was 
so  important  to  the  well-being  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
jurisdiction.  The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  another  Convo¬ 
cation  are  upon  us,  and  it  behooves  every  Companion  who  helps 
to  make  this  Grand  Body,  to  ponder  well  his  individual  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  all  the  enactments  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  It  is 
not  merely  for  ourselves  that  we  have  met  to  legislate  in  the 
interests  of  Freemasonry,  but  it  may  be  that  our  children — 
yea,  our  children’s  children,  are  to  be  affected  by  our  present 
deliberations.  Let  us  obey  the  Divine  injunction,  and  ‘ mark 
well  the  entering  in  of  the  house  with  every  going  forth  of  the 
sanctuary/  that  our  much-loved  Masonic  edifice  may  not  be 
marred  by  stones  not  fitted  for  the  builders’  use.” 

A  Dispensation  for  the  removal  of  Gaston  Chapter,  No.  85, 
from  Gaston,  in  Sumpter  County,  to  DeSotoville,  in  Choctaw 
County,  was  granted. 

The  finances  are  in  a  healthy  condition. 
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James  Hervey  Joiner  was  re-elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
Daniel  Sayre  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence  in  his  report  gives  to  Pennsylvania  ten  -closely  printed 
pages,  in  which,  quoting  the  Resolution  passed  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reference  to  the  examination  of 
visitors  from  other  jurisdictions,  prior  to  their  admission,  re¬ 
quiring  a  declaration  that  they  do  not  stand  suspended  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues,  etc.,  says : 

“  That  they  fully  explain  themselves,  and  have  been  pretty 
fully  discussed  by  many  of  the  corps  of  correspondents,  some¬ 
times,  as  we  believe,  with  too  great  asperity.  For  ourselves,  we 
think  that  each  jurisdiction  should  provide  such  rules  for  *  the 
guidance  of  its  subordinates  as  its  wisdom  may  think  necessary, 
and  although  we  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  the  proper  con¬ 
struction  to  be  given  to  any  punishment  provided  by  a  Grand 
Lodge  for  any  offense  is,  or  ought  to  be,  that  placed  upon  it  by  the 
governing  any  Grand  Lodge ;  yet  upon  this  subject — the  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues  a  masonic  offence  of  a  very  high  grade — there 
seems  to  be  too  great  leniency  in  some  jurisdictions.  A  brother 
has  pledged  himself  to  obey  the  by-laws  of  his  lodge.  One 
of  these  provides  for  this  payment.  He  fails,  and  offers  no 
reasonable  reason,  and  is  suspended.  What  ought  to  be  the 
status  of  such  brother,  who  wilfully  violates  his  ^  obligations  to 
his  lodge  and  to  the  fraternity?” 

.  To  the  above  question  we  reply  that  we  have  never  been  able  to 
discriminate  between  the  violation  of  one  obligation  and  that  of 
another.  If  we  make  any  discrimination,  do  we  not  encounter 
the  danger  of  leaving  the  old  landmarks  entirely  to  the  caprice 
or  whim  of  the  members  of  the  subordinate  body,  and  if  one 
dereliction  of  duty  is  permissable  may  not  another  and  another 
be  allowed,  until  the  true  principles  of  the  craft  are  entirely 
forgotten,  and  the  whole  become  a  mere  myth?  Let  us  look 
well,  and  see  that  the  Mason,  whether  in  the  Lodge  or  Chapter, 
does  well  his  part;  and  let  it  be  fully  understood,  as  it  always 

should  be,  that  the  brother  or  companion  is  to  be  true  to  all  the 
duties  that  rest  upon  him. 
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ARKANSAS. 

This  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  assembled  in  its 
Thirty-first  Annual  Convocation,  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
city  of  Little  Rock,  and  continued  its  session  for  three  days,  viz : 
November  19th,  20th  and  22d,  1880.  There  were  present,  M. 
M.  McGuire,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  all  the  other  Grand 
Officers,  and  the  representatives  of  eighteen  Chapters. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  a  lengthy 
and  able  address,  from  which  we  quote,  with  the  hope  that  its 
lessons  may  reach  the  hearts  of  all  our  Pennsylvania  Masons. 
We  would  give  it  entire,  but  are  admonished  not  to  swell  our 
report  to  too  great  a  length. 

“  Companions  : — Like  a  shifting  panorama,  the  ever-revolving 
years  roll  by,  presenting  new  scenes  and  bringing  up  new  duties. 
The  eternity  to  come  rolls  rapidly  into  the  eternity  that  is  past. 
The  future  presses  rapidly  upon  us;  the  present  slips  from  our 
grasp  as  quick  as  thought,  and  the  past  rapidly  recedes  and  is 
gone  from  us  forever;  yet,  on  the  pages  of  time,  we  may  make 
inscriptions,  as  the  leaves  are  daily,  hourly  and  minutely  turned, 
which  will  stand  out  through  all  the  ages,  with  unfading  bright¬ 
ness,  throwing  a  light  into  the  future  when  we  have  passed 
away. 

“  As  the  tender  blade  that  springeth  up  and  is  soon  cut  down, 
so  man  cometh  and  goeth ;  but  each  can  erect  his  own  monument, 
more  enduring  than  brass,  and  more  symmetrical  than  polished 
shafts  of  marble.  When  each  of  us  properly  consider  the  problem 
of  life  we  are  daily  figuring  out ;  when  we  reflect  upon  the  parts 
we  severally  act  on  life’s  stage,  we  realize  that  men  are  something 
more  than  puppets,  and  the  view  is  more  than  a  shifting  scene. 
Our  acts  influence  those  who  come  after  us;  our  deeds  affect 
futurity,  and  our  words  may  ring  in  the  ears  of  men  unborn. 
From  this  we  learn  we  ourselves  are  fleeting,  but  our  words  and 
acts  are  enduring.  What  we  do  for  the  world  must  be  done 
quickly,  and  time  will  open  the  record  for  good  or  ill  in  the 
future. 

“  Yearly,  around  our  consecrated  altar,  we  assemble.  The 
greeting  is  pleasant;  the  reunion  is  sweet,  and  our  hearts  are 
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drawn  closer  together.  Friendship  is  made  to  burn  warmer  by 
the  clasped  hands  and  kneeling  forms  within  the  circle.  But  do 
we  consider  as  seriously  as  we  should,  the  importance  of  every 
act,  the  results  which  may  come  from  the  most  simple  parts  of 
our  proceedings?  We  are  not  engaged  in  a  work  passing  away 
with  ourselves.  We  do  not  legislate  simply  for  the  fleeting 
hour ;  but  we  are  working  for  the  years  to  come,  and  legislating 
for  those  who  come  after  us.  Besides  all  this,  it  is  not  alone  the 
Royal  Craft  of  our  State  who  are  interested  in  what  we  do,  but 
the  entire  Brotherhood,  whose  grip  reaches  from  pole  to  pole, 
and  whose  clasped  hands  form  a  band  encircling  the  earth. 

“  Bearing  these  thoughts  in  mind,  we  enter  upon  the  duties 
that  have  called  us  together,  trusting  what  we  do  and  all  that 
may  be  said,  will  be  shaped  in  the  right  direction,  resulting  in 
good  to  the  Craft  at  large,  and  happiness  to  all  who  participate 
in  this,  our  Thirty-First,  Annual  Convocation. 

“So  far  as  my  information  extends — and  judging  from  such 
reports  as  have  come  to  hand— I  am  able  to  report  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Arkansas  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition.  While  com¬ 
paratively  few  stones  have  been  laid  in  the  walls,  the  material 
has  been  of  the  best  character;  and  while  only  one  Dispensation 
has  been  granted  for  a  new  Chapter,  the  old  *  have  been  placed 
on  a  more  solid  and  enduring  basis.  Our  list  of  delinquent 
Chapters  has  been  greatly  reduced  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years,  and  for  their  future  prosperity  we  are  quite  hopeful. 

“JSTew  orders  and  attractive  societies  have  sprung  up  within  the 
past  few  years,  all  over  the  land,  and  beneficiary  systems  have 
been  the  rage  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  some  apprehension  in 
the  minds  of  a  few  worthy  Companions,  that  Masonry  would 
wane  unless  it  followed  off  in  the  wake  of  new  systems.  But 
we  have  no  fears;  nor  do  we  favor  such  innovations  on  the  body 
of  Masonry.  Our  institution  stands  on  higher  ground.  Its 
grand  lessons  inculcate  benevolence,  and  influence  acts  of  relief 
from  principle,  and  not  of  debt.  It  teaches  its  votaries  to  do 
right,  because  it  is  right  to  do  so.  To  succor  the  needy;  to 
relieve  the  distressed;  to  bind  up  the  broken  heart,  and  pour 
consolation  into  the  wounded  spirit,  because  it  is  noble  and  God¬ 
like  to  do  so.  To  cultivate  the  nobler  parts  of  our  nature  and 
build  on  the  sure  foundation  of  principle,  is  our  work,  and  the 
world  was  made  better  because  of  our  existence,  our  mission. 
To  cement  the  bands  of  enduring  friendship,  and  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  sympathy  for  the  weak  and  the  fallen ;  to  strengthen  the 
ties  of  universal  Brotherhood,  and  arouse  the  nobler  faculties  of 
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manhood.  To  cause  men  to  stand  erect;  symmetrical  in  form; 
pure  in  life,  and  God-like  in  deeds,  is  the  mission  of  Masonry. 
From  its  teachings  the  good  of  other  societies  follows,  and  of 
our  stability  we  have  nothing  to  fear  while  builded  on  such  a 
rock.  Let  others  go  their  way;  we  will  go  ours,  and  see  in  the 
end  which  accomplish  the  most  good  and  stand,  unshaken  by 
time,  the  longest.  We  have  no  objections  to  the  plans  of  other 
organizations;  in  their  place  they  do  good,  and  we  bid  them 
God-speed ;  but  let  us  keep  in  our  place,  and  all  will  be  well.” 

In  conclusion  he  says: 

“We  of  Arkansas  have  very  much  to  be  thankful  to  the  Giver 
of  all  good  and  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  worlds  for  the  many 
blessings  we  have  been  favored  with  during  the  past  year. 
Health  and  prosperity  have  been  ours.  No  pestilence  has  visited 
our  land,  or  laid  waste  our  neighbors.  Bountiful  harvests  have 
crowned  the  labors  of  the  diligent.  Peace  reigns,  and  good 
order  prevails.  We  are  a  favored  people,  in  a  highly  favored 
land.  May  the  kind  blessings  of  Heaven  be  ours  in  the  years 
to  come.  To  this  Grand  body  I  return  sincere  thanks  for  its 
honors  conferred,  and  to  the  Companions,  one  and  all,  for  their 
uniform  kindness  and  tokens  of  respect.  I  now  surrender  to 
you  the  trust  reposed,  and,  upon  a  level  with  my  Companions, 
hope  to  often  meet  and  clasp  hands  around  our  sacred  altar 
through  years  to  come,  ever  filling  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of 
those  among  whom  I  live  and  labor — and  may  we  all  be  united 
in  giving  honor  to  Him  who  is — 

‘  Our  Shield  and  Defender,  the  Ancient  of  Days, 

Pavilioned  in  Splendor,  and  girded  with  Praise.’  ” 

Companion  George  Thornburgh  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  L.  E.  Barber  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

From  the  reports  of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  we  should 
think  that  Capitular  Masonry  was  in  a  flourishing  condition 
throughout  the  State. 

The  only  report  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence  was  one  recommending  recognition,  on  the  part  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec, 
which  was  adopted. 


CALIFORNIA. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  this  State, 
held  its  27th  annua]  meeting  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  on 
April  12th  and  13th,  188  i.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Wiley  James  Tinnin,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  present,  ten 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  one  Past  Grand  King,  also  pre¬ 
sent,  and  the  Representatives  of  43  chartered  Chapters,  with  a 
number  of  Past  High  Priests  by  service  within  the  jurisdiction, 
entitled  to  seats. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  deliverd  his  annual  address  from 
which  we  take  the  following: 

% 

“  ‘  Each  High  Priest  has  it  in  his  special  charge  to  see  that 
the  By-Laws  of  his  Chapter,  and  the  Constitution  and  Regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as  those  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  are  duly  observed/ 

u  And  with  all  this  warning,  there  are  many  members  of  Chap¬ 
ters  under  this  jurisdiction  who  have  no  recorded  marks.  Such 
can  only  result  from  neglect  of  duty  by  High  Priests  and  Sec¬ 
retaries  ;  and  when  the  member  thus  offending  is  duly  notified  of 
his  dereliction  and  fails  to  comply,  he  should  be  dealt  with,  and 
suspended  or  expelled,  as  the  merits  of  the  case  may  demand.” 

The  language  used  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  we 
heartily  approve,  and  it  might  be  well  to  consider  this  subject 
in  our  own  jurisdiction,  many  of  our  Companions,  we  fear,  are 
derelict  in  this  respect. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  as  per  report  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer  H.  T.  Graves  are  in  a  most  excellent  condition,  show¬ 
ing  assets  to  the  amount  of  $13,823.78. 

Companion  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  from  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  presented  an  able  and  well-digested  report  of 
thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters,  including  England  and  Wales, 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  Quebec. 
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The  M.  E.  Henry  Sayre  Orme  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  and  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  Grand  Secretary.  All 
the  Grand  Officers  were  duly  installed. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The  Eighty-third  annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  New  Haven,  on 
Tuesday,  May  10th,  1881.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Dwight  Phelps,  being  present  with  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
and  four  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  two  Past  Grand  Scribes 
with  the  Grand  Representatives  from  nine  states  and  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  Canada,  and  the  Representatives  from  thirty-seven 
subordinate  Chapters. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample 
form  at  10  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
delivered  his  annual  address,  which  is  very  short  and  contains 
matter  only  of  local  interest.  We,  however,  quote: 

“  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  harmony  that  has  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  jurisdiction;  the  companions,  so  far  as  I 
know,  having  with  one  accord  loyally  devoted  themselves  to 
promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  royal  craft. 

“  It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  our  vener¬ 
able  Companion,  Edwin  Hoyt,  which  occured  at  Norwalk,  on 
the  8th  day  of  September  last,  at  the  age  of  eighty- one  years. 
Companion  Hoyt  was  elected  Grand  Scribe  in  May,  1851; 
Grand  King,  1852;  and  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  in  1853. 
Pie  was  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Grand  Chapter  until  1866, 
and  of  his  own  Chapter  until  his  death.  He  was  a  good  citizen, 
a  faithful  friend,  an  industrious,  honest  man,  and  a  devoted  and 
zealous  mason.  I  would  recommend  that  a  memorial  page  be 
set  apart  in  our  proceedings." 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  Report  shows  the  finances  to  be  in 
good  condition. 


M.  E.  Charles  W.  Skiff,  of  New  Haven,  was  elected  Grand 

High  Priest,  and  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

» 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  duly  installed. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reviewed  the  proceedings 
of  thirty-eight  Grand  Chapters,  and  give  to  Pennsylvania  five 
printed  pages,  in  which  is  reproduced  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  address  of  our  M.  E.  P.  H.  P.  William  C.  Hamilton,  M.  D. 

The  concluding  remarks  of  the  Committee's  report  are  well 
worth  quoting.  They  are  in  full  harmony  with  our  views,  as 
well  as  the  resolution  adopted  by  our  Grand  Chapter,  during 
1879,  in  reference  to  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  etc. 
They  are  as  follows :  „ 

“  We  have  derived  much  pleasure  and  instruction  in  review¬ 
ing  the  proceedings  placed  before  us.  From  them  we  find 
Capitular  Masonry  in  a  harmonious  condition,  and  in  most  juris¬ 
dictions  an  increasing  interest  is  manifest  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  Twenty-three  jurisdictions  report  a  gain  of 
1,395  in  the  aggregate  membership,  while  nineteen  report  a  loss 
of  2,362,  making  a  net  decrease  of  967,  in  place  of  1,897,  one 
year  ago.  This  is  more  than  accounted  for  from  the  still  large 
number  which  have  been  dealt  with  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
We  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  this  large  amount  of 
dead  wood  or  dead  heads  which  obstruct  the  growth  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  Royal  Craft,  will  be  removed,  and  our  membership 
represent  not  drones,  but  Companions  who  can  best  work,  and 
assist  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  our  royal  art.  From  the 
increased  activity  in  almost  every  branch  of  industry,  we  antici¬ 
pate  during  the  coming  year  an  increase  of  applicants  for  the 
rights  and  honors  of  the  Royal  Arch.  May  we  profit  by  past 
experience  and  accept  only  those  who  pass  the  approbation  of 
the  most  scrutinizing  eye.” 

COLORADO. 

This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  at 
Denver,  September  23d,  1880,  at  which  the  Grand  High  Priest 
John  R.  Hambel,  and  the  other  elective  Grand  Officers  were 
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present,  together  with  two  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  one 
Past  D.  G.  H.  P.  Eight  Grand  Representatives,  and  Repre¬ 
sentatives  from  all  the  subordinate  Chapters  except  nine,  and  a 
number  of  visiting  Companions. 


After  the  Grand  Chapter  was  duly  opened  and  the  usual 


number  of  Committees  appointed  the  Grand  High  Priest  de¬ 
livered  his  annual  address. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  was  read  and  the  financial  con¬ 
dition  is  good. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  reported  that  all  the 
Chapters  had  made  returns  and  paid  dues. 

Companion  John  S.  Titcomb,  of  Bowlder,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  Ed.  C.  Parmelee  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  various  Committees  presented  their  reports. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  whom  was  referred  the 
question  of  recognition  of  Pennsylvania  Mark  Master  Masons 
made  the  following  Report  which  was  adopted.  We  quote  in 


full : 


“The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted : 

“  To  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado: 

“  Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  whom  was  referred 
the  question  of  recognition  of  Pennsylvania  Mark  Master 
Masons,  have  to  report  that  we  have  been  unable  to  inform  our¬ 
selves  as  to  the  status  of  said  Mark  Masters  in  their  own  state, 
or  of  the  jurisdiction  under  which  said  Mark  Lodges  are  or¬ 
ganized  or  by  what  Masonic  body  controlled.  We  therefore 
recommend  that  until  such  time  as  their  legal  Masonic  standing 
shall  be  established  such  alleged  Mark  Masters  be  not  recog¬ 
nized.  Should  a  brother  claiming  recognition  as  a  Mark  Master 
satisfy  the  Chapter  to  which  he  may  apply  as  to  his  legal 
Masonic  standing  as  such,  he  may  be  recognized  accordingly, 
being  first  formally  healed  before  advancement  to  the  succeeding 


degree. 
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Had  the  Committee  made  any  effort  to  obtain  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  information  respecting  the  above, 
they  would  have  received  it  in  full. 

We  desire  to  say,  that  a  Mark  Master  Mason  made  or  hailing 
from  a  Mark  Lodge  in  Pennsylvania,  is  as  legitimately  made, 
and  as  lawfully  entitled  to  receive  recognition  as  such,  as  any 
Royal  Arch  Mason  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  The  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  has  three  Mark  Lodges  working  under 
its  warrant,  and  lawful  work  is  done  therein;  work  that  is  re¬ 
cognized  throughout  the  United  States,  and  which  requires  no 
healing. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  gave  a  brief  review  of 
thirty-eight  jurisdictions  from  which  we  draw  the  following 
conclusion  from  their  remarks  on  Pennsvl vania :  that  in  their 
jurisdiction,  at  the  installation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  all 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  are  ad¬ 
mitted. 

The  language  used  is  as  follows : 

% 

“The  annual  was  held  at  Philadelphia,  December  27th, 
1879,  W.  C.  Hamilton,  G.  H.  P.,  he  having  been  elected  at  a 
Quarterly  Convocation  previous.  Our  Pennsylvania  companions, 
though  permitting  the  several  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  vote  for  officers,  permit  only  anointed  High  Priests  to  witness 
the  installation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  The  balance  can 
come  in ,  however,  and  see  the  other  officers  installed/’ 

% 

Which  is  entirely  correct. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

This  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  held  its  Semi-Annual,  and 
Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
The  former  on  June  7th,  1880,  and  the  latter,  December  8th, 
1880. 
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At  the  Semi-Annual  meeting  all  the  Grand  Officers  were 
present.  Seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  one  Past  Grand 
King,  one  Past  Grand  Scribe  and  one  Past  Grand  Secretary, 
were  also  present,  with  a  number  of  Representatives  and  Past 
High  Priests  of  subordinate  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  congratulated  the  Grand 
Chapter  on  its  general  prosperity. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  there  were  present  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  M.  Trimble,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
together  with  a  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Representa¬ 
tives  and  Past  High  Priests  of  subordinate  Chapters. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  address.  He 
says: 

“With  the  termination  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
this  convocation,  we  add  another  year  to  the  life  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  one  more  year’s  journey  is  com¬ 
pleted  in  our  travels  towards  the  ‘  Sanctum  Sanctorum,  or  Holy 
of  Holies  above,  where  the  Supreme  High  Priest  forever  reigns, 
forever  presides.’ 

“From  all  that  I  can  learn  from  reliable  information  and 
frequent  visitations  to  the  constituent  Chapters,  I  am  well  satis¬ 
fied  that  Capitular  Masonry  is  daily  increasing  in  strength  and 
power,  and  steadily  growing  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all 
good  men. 

“  The  regularly  accepted  standard  of  Masonic  perfection 
throughout  the  world,  being  also  the  rule  and  guide  of  our 
faith  in  this  jurisdiction,  our  membership  is  being  made  up  of 
the  wisest  and  best  of  citizens,  and  we  feel  justly  proud  that  we 
form  a  part  of  that  noble  Royal  Craft,  which  makes  an  un¬ 
broken  mystic  chain,  that  encircles  the  globe  and  exercises  such 
a  gentle,  unostentatious,  humanizing  influence  among  brethren 
and  companions,  who  can  say  from  their  hearts  ‘  Holiness  to  the 
Lord.’ 

“The  officers  and  members  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  who  were 
with  us  at  our  last  Annual  Convocation,  we  thank  the  ‘God  of 


Abraham/  are  yet  living,  and  are  with  us  to-night  to  join  in 
counsel  with  unbroken  ranks.  Who  will  first  receive  the  awful 
summons,  and  whose  will  be  the  first  obituary,  the  Great  Jeho¬ 
vah  can  only  tell. 

“  As  it  was  my  great  pleasure  to  report  last  year,  so  I  report 
to-night,  that  harmony  has  prevailed  in  our  councils,  and  ma¬ 
terial  prosperity  has  attended  your  efforts  to  extend  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  sublime  truths  which  our  ritual  inculcates.  The 
officers  of  the  several  Chapters,  are  companions  of  unexception¬ 
able  character,  ability  and  capacity,  and  have  exhibited  a  zeal 
and  ardent  devotion  to  their  work  during  the  past  year  that  is 
truly  commendable.” 

In  regard  to  Masonry  in  general  he  savs: 

“  From  time  immemorial  spasmodic  efforts  have  been  made 
by  those  unacquainted  with  the  solemn  mysteries  of  our  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  others  whose  hopes  and  aspirations  foi*  office  pre¬ 
ferment  were  for  some  reason  overlooked,  and  still  others  from 
bad  hearts  and  evil  designs,  to  bring  our  order  into  disrepute 
and  disfavor.  These  misguided  enthusiasts  have  been  foiled  in 
their  evil  designs,  not  because  we  have  taken  any  steps  to  defeat 
them,  or  have  organized  any  secret  force  to  divert  their  attention, 
but  because  the  principles  of  F reemasonry  are  founded  on  the 
eternal  rock  of  Truth,  and  he  who  attacks  our  fortress  will  have 
to  fight  the  ‘God  of  battles/ 

pursues  its  onward,  steady  course,  and 
outside  opposition  only  tends  to  keep  our  guards  on  watchful 
duty  and  our  sentinels  from  slumbering  on  their  posts. 

“  Disregarding  the  old-fashioned  superstitions  and  hobgoblin 
stories  of  ‘hot  irons  and  ancient  goats/  with  which  the  vulgar 
mind  associates  the  name  of  Freemasonry,  we  can  tell  the  holiest 
public,  in  truth  and  sincerity,  that  in  all  that  beautiful  ritual, 
from  Mark  Master  up  to  and  including  our  Sublime  Foval 
Arch,  there  is  not  one  word  spoken,  one  sentence  uttered,  which 
could  wound  the  most  sensitive  ear,  or  bring  the  blush  of  shame 
to  the  cheeks  of  the  purest  maiden;  and  although  concealed 
from  public  gaze  and  general  comment,  our  esoteric  work  is  full 
of  sublime  thought  and  replete  with  great  moral  lessons,  and 
our  candidates,  as  they  advance  in  the  several  degrees,  are  con¬ 
stantly  admonished  to  curb  ambition,  to  depress  envy,  to  mod¬ 
erate  anger,  to  encourage  good  dispositions,  to  be  immovable  in 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  to  correct  each  others* 
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failings  by  advice,  admonition  and  reproof ;  to  be  good  fathers, 
to  be  good  sons,  to  be  good  husbands,  and  to  contemplate  with 
supreme  gratitude  and  admiration  the  sacred  source  from  whence 
all  earthly  comforts  flow,  ‘  whence  arises  among  good  Masons 
that  comely  order/ 

“  1  Which  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  can  destroy, 

The  soul’s  calm  sunshine,  and  the  heartfelt  joy.’ 

“  Many  there  are,  who,  unprogressive  in  their  proclivities,  and 
unwilling  to  acknowledge  the  great  triumph  of  Freemasonry, 
an  blinded  by  fanaticisms,  and  seeing  only  a  slight  counter  cur¬ 
rent  in  the  great  river  of  Masonic  progress,  exclaim :  ‘  Masonry 
is  a  failure/  So  the  ignorant  spectator  standing  on  the  banks  of 
the  great  Mississippi,  and  observing  only  the  counter  current 
formed  by  a  sharp  bend  in  the  river,  exclaimed,  in  the  ecstasy 
of  a  new  discovery,  ‘The  river  flows  backwards !?  And  so  the 
owl,  sitting  among  the  budding  branches  in  the  early  spring, 
whose  unexpansive  eyes  are  unable  to  realize  the  gorgeous 
beauties  of  a  rising  sun,  blinks  and  winks  at  the  unusual  bright¬ 
ness,  and  appears  to  say,  ‘This  sunlight  is  a  failure,  after  all.” 
And  yet  the  great  river  moves  steadily  onward  undisturbed, 
adding  moral  strength,  health,  courage  and  vitality  throughout 
the  civilized  world,  and  the  rising  sun  of  popular  favor  still 
dazzles  the  eyes  of  the  anti-Mason.  In  all  modesty  we  can  say 
that  our  fraternity  has  accomplished  great  and  wonderful  results. 
It  has  progressed  pre-eminently  in  everything  that  conduces  to 
the  advancement  and  amelioration  of  the  human  race;  but  let 
us  not,  in  our  pride  and  prosperity,  irreligiously  say  ‘Our  hands 
have  done  this,  and  the  might  of  our  arm  hath  gained  us  these 
victories/  King  Solomon — the  great  and  good — forgot  his 
humility  and  gave  himself  up  to  the  pride  of  his  own  heart, 
and  God  was  angry  with  him,  and  he  brought  sorrow  and 
trouble  on  himself  and  his  people.  As  Koyal  Arch  Masons — 
believing  in  the  Supreme  Being,  believing  in  the  Bible — let  us 
humbly  and  at  all  times  attribute  our  blessings,  our  grand 
triumphs  and  our  victories  to  the  true  source;  not  to  human 
genius  and  intellect  alone,  but  to  human  genius  and  intellect 
inspired,  controlled  and  guided  by  heavenly  wisdom.  We  can 
be  proud  as  King  Solomon  was  proud  when  he  stood  in  the 
presence  of  Israel  at  the  door  of  the  gold-lit  temple,  but  let  us 
also  imitate  our  Ancient  Grand  Master  in  lowliness  of  mind, 
and  prostrate  ourselves  on  the  earth,  and  say  ‘Not  unto  us,  not 
unto  us,  oh  Lord,  but  unto  Thee  be  the  praise/  ” 
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The  finances  are  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Comp.  J.  H.  Jochum  was  elected  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  Comp.  C.  W.  Hancock  re-elected  Grand'  Secretary.  Most 
of  the  Grand  Officers  were  installed. 

'  mm 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
was  presented,  and  contains  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty- 
nine  Grand  Chapters,  in  which  is  included  a  review  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  1879. 

The  proceedings  of  1880  are  not  reported,  they  could  not 
have  been  received. 

In  the  review  ne  cjuotes  from  the  then  Grand  High  Priest*  s 
annual  address,  and  calls  it  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  condition  of 
the  craft  iu  our  jurisdiction. 

On  our  report  on  Correspondence,  under  the  head  of  Maine, 
he  quotes  the  discussion  of  Companions  Drummond  and  Meyer 
on  the  question  of  the  action  of  our  Grand  Chapter  in  passing 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  Companions  suspended  for  non- 
payment  of  dues,  in  which  he  says  Companion  Meyer  came 
back  at  Companion  Drummond  vigorously. 

The  Committee  further  than  this  gives  no  indication  of  their 
opinion  of  the  discussion.  We  should  have  been  pleased  to 
have  heard  from  Companion  Larner  his  views  as  to  the  merits  of 
that  very  important  question. 

As  for  ourselves,  we  stand  by  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  the 
more  we  think  of  it  the  better  we  like  it. 


DELAWARE. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Chapter  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Wilmington,  on  January 
19th,  1881.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  John  W.  Lawson,  and 
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most  of  the  Grand  Officers  present.  Eleven  permanent  mem¬ 
bers  and  twelve  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters,  a 
number  of  visiting  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  Representatives 
of  six  subordinate  Chapters. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  John  W.  Lawson,  delivered 
his  annual  address,  in  which  he  says  as  follows : 

“ Companions: — Time,  with  its  unceasing  roll,  finds  us 
gathered  within  our  sacred  Tabernacle,  on  this  our  Thirteenth 
Annual  Convocation,  and  having,  as  we  trust,  offered  up  the 
incense  of  a  ‘pure  and  contrite  heart ;  to  the  Great  I  Am,  does 
it  not  become  us  to  stop  and  think  as  to  the  motives  which  call 
us  together?  Do  we  come  here  merely  because  it  is  the  Annual 
Convocation,  with  no  thought  as  to  the  goodness  of  the  Supreme 
High  Priest  for  that  loving  kindness  that  has  been  vouchsafed 
unto  us  since  last  we  clasped  each  others  hand  in  ‘peace,  love 
and  unity  V  Do  we  come  here  only  because  it  is  aside  of  the 
regular  duties  of  our  every  day  life,  with  no  thought  of  what 
we  may  do  to  make  men  better  in  their  homes  and  their  every 
day  life,  by  reason  of  their  having  been  exalted  to  the  Sublime 
Degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason?  Companions,  let  us  ponder 
well  our  words  and  actions  to-day,  and  so  transact  the  business 
of  this  Convocation,  that  it  may  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
moral  and  social  virtues  of  every  Companion  within  our  juris¬ 
diction. 

“  Since  our  last  Convocation,  we  have  lost,  by  death,  one  of  our 
number,  that  being  Excellent  Companion,  General  A.  T.  A. 
Torbert,  Past  Grand  Secretary,  who  was  drowned  at  sea,  August 
29th,  1880.  Companion  Torbert  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in 
Franklin  Lodge,  No.  12,  at  Georgetown,  and  affiliated  with 
Temple  Lodge,  No.  9,  at  Milford,  August  28th,  1868.  He  was 
exalted  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  December 
14th,  1868.  I  presume  you  will  all  remember  that  Companion 
Torbert  took  passage  from  the  city  of  New  York,  en  route  for 
Mexico,  on  the  ill-fated  steamer,  City  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  how, 
during  a  terrible  gale  off  the  Florida  coast,  the  vessel  went  down. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  recite  the  details  of  that  scene  as  fnrnished 
us  by  the  few  survivors,  only  this,  that  the  last,  crowning  act  of 
his  heroic  life  was  a  manly  effort  to  cheer  his  companions  when 
death  boarded  the  doomed  vessel,  and  the  noble  efforts  he  made 
to  save  the  life  of  a  little  child.  Thus,  at  a  moment  when  brave 
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men  stood  apalled,  our  Companion  displayed  that  noble  self- 
possession  and  moral  courage  that  proclaimed  the  hero,  and  gives 
to  his  character  as  a  Mason  its  richest  halo.  * 

“His  body  was  recovered  and  interred  at  his  home  in  Milford. 
Death  came  to  Companion  Torbert  with  all  its  stern  realities, 
but  it  found  him  a  noble  man,  a  noble  soldier  and  a  noble 
Mason.  I  only  wish  it  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  one  more  able 
than  myself  to  chronicle  the  ending  of  such  an  illustrious  life. 
Is  there  not  a  lesson  for  each  one  of  us  in  the  death  of  our 
Companion,  in  this,  that  in  whatever  form  the  grim  messenger 
may  come  to  us,  that  we  may  have  our  work  so  fashioned  that 
it  will  stand  the  test  of  the  Grand  Overseer’s  Square,  and  as  we 
draw  near  the  veil  of  death,  enabled  by  the  Signet  of  Eternal 
Truth,  we  may  enter  into  the  presence  of  the  Supreme  High 
Priest,  to  go  no  more  out  forever. 

RELATING  TO  THE  CRAFT. 

“  Like  my  predecessor,  I  have  to  report  the  past  year  as  a  quiet 
one.  So  quiet,  that,  apparently,  there  is  but  little  life  in  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  yet  I  am  not  of  that  opinion  exactly.  To  be 
sure,  our  numbers  have  not  increased ;  yet  is  this  not  our  own 
fault.  Do  we  live  and  act  such  lives  as  our  institution  teaches? 
I  think  not.  Then  we  are  to  blame  for  the  small  number  seek¬ 
ing  admission  to  our  altars.  Let  us,  Companions,  commence  to 
purify  the  fountain  at  its  source,  for  only  then  will  it  be  clean.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  a  small  balance  on 

hand. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  John  W.  Lawson,  was  re¬ 
elected,  as  also  Companion  H.  B.  McIntyre,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  their  annual  report, 
in  which  they  review  the  proceedings  of  thirty-six  Grand 
Chapters.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  Companion  Wm.  G.  W.  Lewis,  approaches  the  task 
of  a  reporter  with  fortitude.  He  says : 

“It  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  confidence  and  diffidence  wre 
approach  the  task  ot  annual  review".  A  year  ago  wre  penned  a 
few  pages  with  trembling  fingers,  that  had  scarcely  begun  to 
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resume  strength  and  facility  after  weeks  of  suffering,  during 
which  we  supposed  ourselves  to  be  drawing  near  the  last  veil 
that  remains*  to  be  lifted  to  human  eye.  Now,  we  come  with 
greater  courage.  Then  we  barely  knocked  at  the  door  of  the 
sanctum  where  experienced  Scribes  were  preparing  royal  feasts 
for  the  multitude,  and  hastened  away  frightened  at  the  thought 
of  daring  to  intrude.  Now  we  venture  over  the  threshold,  and  ask 
to  be  admitted  into  the  fraternity  of  Reporters.  We  beg  your 
pardon,  Companions  of  the  Veteran  Corps,  if  we  are  too  bold. 
But  duty,  solemn,  imperious  duty,  drives  us  on.  We  advance 
with  all  due  humility.  It  is  not  all  our  fault,  and  ‘it  is  such  a, 
little  one!’  ” 

Our  Companions  last  report  is  not  before  us,  nor  have  we  the 
time  just  now  to  look  it  up.  We  are  confident,  however,  after 
reading  the  above,  there  is  at  least  one  companion  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  who  is  satisfied  with  his  labor.  We  have  carefully 
read  it,  and  we  must  say,  well  done. 

He,  not  having  received  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  we  are  left  out  in  the  cold  in  his 
review.  This  may  be  our  own  fault,  but  it  is  his  loss. 


FLORIDA. 


The  Thirty-Fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  the 
Masonic  Hall,  in  Jacksonville,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1881. 
The  Grand  High  Priest,  Robert  J.  Perry,  and  the  elective 
Grand  Officers  being  present,  and  four  Past  Grand  Officers, 
Grand  Representatives  from  twelve  Grand  Chapters  and  the 
Representatives  from  seven  constituent  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form,  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address,  from  which  we  take 
the  following: 


83 


“  Companions  : 

“We  meet  to-day,  as  is  our  custom  ouce  a  year,  to  review  the 
past,  and  provide  as  best  we  may  for  the  wants  and  emergencies 
of  the  future,  fraught,  perchance,  with  numberless  life  changes, 
either  for  joy  or  sorrow,  to  one,  to  many — perhaps  to  all.  The 
best  illustration  of  the  principles  of  Masonry,  are  the  lives  and 
conduct  of  good  Masons,  of  such  as  may  claim  prominence  in 
society,  by  exhibiting  in  their  actions  and  behavior  the  calm 
intrepidity  of  fortitude;  the  cool  and  deliberate  decision  of 
justice;  the  serene  and  regulated  disposition  of  temperance;  the 
steady  wisdom  and  sagacious  foresight  of  prudence,  with  the 
open,  undisguised  and  generous  soul  of  charity.  None  but  those 
who  set  a  just  value  upon  these  cardinal  virtues  are  worthy  to 
enjoy  them,  as  we  understand  them  within  our  mystic  circle. 
These  virtues  which  are  immediately  connected  with  our  wants 
and  weaknesses,  are  those  which  are  the  most  amiable  and 
desirable,  in  our  estimation,  and  they  are  honored  with  the  most 
ardent  worship  of  the  soul.  'None  are  perfect.'  There  would 
be  no  occasion  for  the  mediation  of  mercy,  for  the  consolation 
of  pity,  for  the  support  of  faith,  for  the  assurance  of  hope,  and 
the  innumerable  offices  of  charity. 

“  But  of  these  virtues  we  stand  in  hourly  need ;  and  we  are 
enamored  of  them  because  their  effects  are  the  continual  objects 
of  perception,  and  are  indispensably  necessary  to  our  comfort 
and  enjoyment. 

“  Many  of  us  have  doubtless  been  favored  with  the  means  and 
opportunities  of  doing  good  to  others.  Have  we  endeavored  to 
correct  in  any  brother  the  misapplication  of  his  talents,  his 
qualities  or  possessions  ?  Have  we  counseled  him  against  the 
formation  of  a  false  estimate  of  the  value,  and  an  indistinct  idea 
of  the  blessings  or  evils  of  life,  as  they  affected  his  condition 
or  influenced  his  circumstances?  Have  we  by  word  or  deed 
been  the  means  of  enhancing  that  which  was  fair,  or  of  soft¬ 
ening  that  which  was  repulsive  in  the  life  and  daily  duties  of 
any  brother  or  fellowman,  by  which  his  burdens  of  poverty  or 
distress  were  the  more  easily  borne  ?  Have  we  purchased  food 
for  the  hungry  or  clothes  for  the  naked  ?  Have  we  given  them 
even  of  our  smiles  and  words  of  encouragement,  which  by  their 
eloquence  and  example  softens  and  expands  the  heart  and 
communicates  to  all  animated  nature  a  pleasing  and  happy  ap¬ 
pearance,  a  lively  interest,  and  from  which  are  derived  the 
sweetest  joys?  Our  intellectual  possessions  become  valuable  only 
by  a  proper  use  and  improvement  ;  and  our  good  dispositions  and 
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passions  are  elevated  into  virtues  by  their  active  operation  for 
the  benefit  of  our  species.  When  the  gifts  of  Providence  are 
sordidly  devoted  to  the  sole  and  narrow  purposes  of  self,  they 
are  vain  and  unprofitable  to  their  possessor,  because  they  are 
beneficial  to  no  other  creature  in  existence.  The  destitute 
beggar  is  as  happy  as  the  miserable  miser  who  broods  over  his 
buried  millions.” 

Two  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  new 
Chapters,  Harmony  Chapter,  at  Lake  City,  and  Tampa  Chapter, 
at  Tampa. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  account  shows  the  finances  to  be  in  a 
good  condition. 

Companion  William  A.  McLean  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  and  R.  E.  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  Grand  Secretary. 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  duly  installed. 

Capitular  Masonry  is  at  low  tide  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  The  abstract  from  returns  and  credentials  showing 
but  205  members,  and  this  a  decrease  of  6  from  last  year. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 


GEORGIA. 


The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Georgia  held  its  Fifty- 
Ninth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  City  of  Macon,  on  the  27th 
day  of  April,  1881. 

Grand  High  Priest  J.  W.  Oslin  and  the  other  Grand  Officers 
being  present.  Six  permanent  members  and  Representatives 
from  twelve  Grand  bodies  and  twenty-five  delegates  from  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  J.  W.  Oslin,  delivered  an 
extemporary  address,  having  been  prevented  from  preparing  a 
regular  address  by  reason  of  severe  injuries  received  in  being 
thrown  from  his  carriage.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would 
be  able  to  write  out  his  address  in  time  for  it  to  appear  in  the 
printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  in  this  he  was 
disappointed. 

Under  a  letter  dated  Columbus,  Ga.,  June  12th,  1881,  he 
writes  as  follows : 

“  Dear  Sir  and  Companion  : — Your  communication,  stating 
that  the  Proceedings  of  the  last  Grand  Convocation  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer,  waiting  for  my  Annual  Address,  has  been 
received. 

“  I  regret  to  say  that  I  cannot  furnish  the  manuscript  of  my 
annual  address.  You  will  doubtless  remember  that  my  address 
was  an  extemporaneous  one.  My  affliction  did  not,  at  that  time, 
permit  me  to  write.  I  am  still  unable  to  use  my  arm  but  very 
little,  consequently  I  cannot  furnish  either  official  report  or 
address.  My  official  acts  and  doings  during  the  past  Masonic 
year  are  of  very  little  importance,  and  no  injury  can  result  from 
failure  to  publish  them. 

“  I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  furnish  a  copy  of  my 
address;  first,  because  of  the  subject;  second,  because  a  number 
of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  whose  opinions  I  have 
great  confidence,  expressed  themselves  as  being  anxious  to  see 
the  address  in  print,  giving  it  as  their  opinion  that  a  careful 
reading  of  the  same  would  be  beneficial  to  the  members  of 
Chapters  throughout  the  State. 

“My  highest  ambition  during  my  term  of  office  as  Grand 
High  Priest,  was  to  impress  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Georgia 
that  our  noble  Order,  without  a  high-toned  morality  engrafted 
on  it,  was  a  worthless  institution.  Its  moral  and  social  features 
are  its  chief  attractions.  A  (  good  Mason  and  true 7  will  observe 
the  moral  law.  Intemperance,  gambling  and  swearing  are  wholly 
at  variance  with  the  fundamental  teachings  of  our  noble  Craft. 
A  higher  standard  of  morality  is  demanded.  May  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Heaven  and  Earth  preserve  us  until  the  hour  of 
refreshment  comes,  and  then  may  we  be  permitted  to  enter  the 
'Sanctum  Sanctorum/  and  enter  upon  the  rest  of  the  finally 
faithful.  “Yours  fraternally, 

J.  W.  OSLIN,  P.  G.  H.  P  ” 
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The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Account  shows  a  good  financial  con 
dition. 

The  Tabulated  Statement  of  members  shows  the  condition  of 
the  Craft,  as  to  numbers,  about  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

Companion  Charles  E.  Lambdin  was  elected  M.  E.  High 
Priest,  and  Companion  J.  Emmett  Blackshear  was  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary. 

This  jurisdiction  appoints  no  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
and  hence  no  report. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Thirty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Illinois  convened  in  the  City  of  Chicago, 
on  the  28th  day  of  October,  1880,  at  which  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Samuel  W.  Waddle,  and  other  Grand  Officers 
were  present. 

A  constitutional  number  of  subordinate  Chapters  being 
present  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  address.  With¬ 
out  preamble,  or  introduction,  or  display  of  rhetoric,  he  at  once 
submitted  a  report  of  his  official  acts  during  the  year,  from 
which  we  gather  the  following  facts : 

Four  new  Chapters  have  been  constituted. 

The  State  has  been  re-districted  into  nine  districts. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft  he  says : 

“  The  Reports  of  the  several  Grand  Officers,  of  the  condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  their  respective  districts,  show  a 
gratifying  condition  of  harmony  throughout  our  entire  Grand 


Jurisdiction,  and  like  my  immediate  predecessor,  I  am  happy 
in  being  able  to  report  that  no  cause  of  grievance  of  a  suf¬ 
ficiently  serious  character  to  require  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  or  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  has  occured  during  the 
year.  This  speaks  well  for  the  great  “ strengtb-and  support”  of 
our  Institution  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  is,  I  trust,  evidence  of 
the  willingness  of  our  Companions  to  be  governed  by  the  sub¬ 
lime  precepts  which  underlie  the  noble  structure  of  Freemasonry. 
But  while  we  indulge  in  congratulations  on  the  prevailing  peace 
and  tranquility  in  our  midst,  our  pleasure  is  marred  by  the 
thought  that  far  too  many  of  our  Chapters  are  quiet  and  still 
because  they  have  reached  that  comatose  condition  which  pre¬ 
cedes  dissolution,  and  are  even  so  far  gone  as  to  be  unable  to 
give  any  evidence  of  life  Some  of  these  Chapters  which  have 
made  no  returns  and  paid  no  dues  for  two  years  (and  some  for  a 
longer  period,)  I  have  tried  to  galvanize  into  life  again,  and 
induce  them  to  re-organize,  hoping  that  by  the  infusion  of  new 
blood,  the  election  of  younger  and  more  energetic  men  to  official 
positions,  they  would  soon  be  able  to  resume  their  stations 
among  the  active  working  Chapters  of  the  State.  Several  of 
the  Chapters  which  were  in  arrears  have  made  their  returns  and 
paid  their  dues,  and  I  confess  to  a  neglect  of  the  strict  letter  of 
my  duty  in  several  other  cases,  in  the  hope  that  they  too  would 
put  themselves  right  on  the  record.  I  am,  however,  reluctantly 
compelled  to  abandon  all  hope  for  two  of  them,  and  recommend 
that  the  charters  of  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  54,  at  Charleston, 
and  Montgomery  Chapter,  No.  63,  at  Hillsboro,  be  recalled. 

“In  the  matter  of  Fox  River  Chapter,  No.  14,  seeing  no 
probability  of  a  settlement  of  their  difficulties  on  a  basis  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  I  ordered  the 
charter  arrested  and  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary — the  difference  between  the  members  of  this  Chapter 
(owing  chiefly  to  its  location)  cannot,  in  my  judgment,  be  re¬ 
conciled,  and  while  many  of  the  members  are  worthy  and 
zealous  Companions,  still  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
under  the  circumstances  the  only  course  left  for  me  to  pursue, 
was  the  one  indicated  above.” 

In  reference  to  dispensations: 

“A  somewhat  intimate  acquaintance  with  many  of  our  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  for  a  series  of  years,  forced 
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upon  me  the  conclusion  (which  I  doubt  not  has  been  reached  by 
many  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter)  that  there  were  too 
many  Chapters  in  this  State.  We  have  on  our  roll  at  this  time, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  Chapters,  more  than  one -half  of 
which  number  reported  at  the  last  Grand  Convocation  no  ex¬ 
altations  during  the  previous  year,  and  thirty  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number  reported  no  work  whatever  for  the  same  period.” 

Palatine  Chapter,  No.  117,  surrendered  its  charter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  death  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
Orlin  H.  Miner,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Treasurer, 
in  the  following  language: 

“  It  cannot,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  be  expected  that 
so  large  a  number  as  compose  this  Grand  Body,  should  ever 
meet,  without  some  vacant  seats,  made  vacant  by  the  hand  of 
death.  The  past  year  has  been  no  exception  to  this  natural 
law,  and  to-day  we  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of 
our  best-loved  Companions,  who  has  for  many  years  been 
prominently  identified  with  this  Grand  Chapter. 

“  I  have  never  had  a  more  painful  official  duty  to  perform  than 
to  notify  the  Royal  Craft  ot  the  death  of  M.  E.  Companion 
Orlin  H.  Miner,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Treasurer 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  which  occurred  at  his  late  residence  in 
the  city  of  Springfield,  on  the  27tli  day  of  May  last. 

“ Although  the  condition  of  Comp.  Miner’s  health  for  a  number 
of  years  had  been  such  as  to  cause  anxiety  to  his  friends,  the 
announcement  of  his  death  was  a  surprise  to  us  all.  In  him 
this  Grand  Chapter  loses  one  of  its  noblest  members, — a  man 
universally  respected,  a  Mason  universally  loved.  It  was  my 
melancholy  privilege  to  assist  at  the  funeral  services,  which  were 
conducted  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  T.  T.  Gurney  officiating  in  person. 

“  I  recommend  that  a  memorial  page  be  set  apart  in  our  pub¬ 
lished  proceedings  as  a  testimonial  of  our  regard  and  esteem 
for  him.” 

M.  E.  Comp.  Silas  O.  Vaughan,  of  De  Kalb,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  Comp.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Treasurer’s  account  shows  a  handsome  balance. 


The  Committee  on  Obituaries  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  as  relates  to  the  decease  of 
M.  E.  Comp.  Orlin  H.  Miner,  et  cd  in  regard  to  Companion 
Miner  say : 

“M.  E.  Comp.  Orlin  H.  Miner,  was  born  in  Wells,  Vermont, 
May  24,  1825.  In  1834  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
and  in  1852  he  came  to  this  city,  locating  in  Springfield  in  1853, 
where  he  resided  until  May  27th,  1880,  when  he  was  called 
away  from  labor  to  rest  at  the  age  of  55  years.  Companion 
Miner  was  made  a  Mason  in  Columbus  Lodge,  Vo.  30,  1849. 
He  received  the  Capitular  degrees  of  Masonry  in  Lancaster 
Chapter  Vo.  11,  Vov.  20th,  and  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  Lancaster 
Council  Vo.  3,  December  7th,  1849,  Lancaster,  Ohio.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  Ellwood  Commandery,  Vo. 
6,  K.  T.,  December  12tli,  1863,  and  in  April  1866,  he  received 
the  Consistory  degrees  up  to,  and  including  the  32°  in  Occi¬ 
dental  Consistory,  Chicago,  Illinois.  The  33d,  and  last  degree 
of  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Supreme  Grand  Council  at  a  meeting  held  at  Chicago,  June 
28th,  1872.  He  was  the  First  Master  of  Tyrian  Lodge,  Vo. 
333,  Springfield,  Ill.,  filling  that  important  office  with  dis¬ 
tinguished  ability  for  ten  consecutive  years.  He  was  High 
Priest  of  Springfield  Chapter,  Vo.  1,  R.  A.  Masons,  for  several 
years;  also  T.  I.  G.  Master  of  Springfield  Council,  Vo.  2,  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters.  In  1863  he  was  elected  and  served 
as  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  In  1866  he  served  this  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Royal 
Craft  of  Illinois  with  great  acceptance,  as  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest.  In  1868  he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  serving  the  craft  in  that  im¬ 
portant  position  for  five  years,  when  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  decline  a  further  election.  Having  in  a  measure  been 
restored  to  health,  he  was  in  1878  appointed  Grand  Treasurer 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  also  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois, 
which  several  positions  he  held  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Comp. 
Miner  also  filled  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  civil  life, 
ever  discharging  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  honestly  and 
faithfully,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public.  For 
many  years  he  was  Chief  Clerk  in  the  State  Auditor’s  office, 
and  in  1864  he  was  elected  by  the  people  of  Illinois  to  that 
highly  honorable  and  important  office,  which  he  filled  for  four 
years,  with  distinguished  ability.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than 
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ordinary  capabilities,  of  a  noble,  generous  disposition,  with  a 
kindness  of  heart  that  endeared  him  to  all  with  whom  he  was 
associated.  His  distinguishing  characteristic  was  truth,  and 
your  Committee  think  it  may  truly  be  said  of  him  that  he  was 
one  of  The  noblest  works  of  God,  an  honest  man.’  He  died  at 
Springfield,  Ill.,  May  27th,  1880,  and  was  buried  by  Tyrian 
Lodge,  N o.  333,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  T.  T.  Gurney  officiating. 
In  his  death,  the  Craft  have  met  with  an  irreparable  loss.  His 
was  a  character  to  respect,  love  and  honor — one  that  will  grow 
in  brightness  until  the  perfect  day.  In  beautiful  Oak  Ridge 
Cemetery,  beneath  the  shadows  of  the  Lincoln  Monument, 
Comp.  Miner  calmly  sleeps,  awaiting  the  summons  of  the  Grand 
Architect  of  the  Universe. 

The  Report  on  Chartered  Chapters  shows  that  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  1880,  there  were  167  Chapters,  with  a  membership 
of  9,791,  an  increase  over  the  preceeding  year  of  193. 

The  newly-elected  Grand  Officers  were  duly  installed. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Companion 
Robert  L.  McKinlay,  and  is  a  well-digested  review.  He  reports 
the  proceedings  of  thirty-six  Grand  Chapters,  among  the  num¬ 
ber  being  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  he 
gives  nearly  four  pages  of  extract  and  fraternal  comment. 


INDIANA. 


This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Thirty-Fifth  Animal  Convoca¬ 
tion  at  Indianapolis,  on  Wednesday,  October  20th,  1880.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Thomas  B.  Long,  with  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
present.  Seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  also  present. 

A  constitutional  quorum  of  Representatives  of  Subordinate 
Chapters  being  present,  the  Grand  High  Priest  opened  the 
Chapter  in  ample  form. 


\ 
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After  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  the  usual 
Standing  Committees,  he  proceeded  to  read  his  Annual  Address, 
from  which  we  take  the  following: 

“It  is  a  well-grounded  conclusion  that  the  strength  and  sta¬ 
bility  of  Masonry  do  not  consist  so  much  in  the  number  of  its 
membership  as  in  the  true  interest  its  members  take  in  the  grand 
principles  that  underlie  and  support  it.  It  is,  indeed,  a  temple 
founded  upon  the  moral  and  social  virtues.  As  long  as  a  tair 
number  of  Brothers  meet  to  carry  out  the  noble  teachings  of 
brotherly  loye,  relief  and  truth,  there  will  exist  those  grand 
principles  of  charity  and  moral  elevation  that  have  so  long 
gained  for  our  Order  the  love  and  admiration  of  the  world.  So 
long  as  our  weary  sojourners  come,  though  it  may  be  only  by 
two  or  three  at  a  time,  from  subjection,  darkness  and  bondage,, 
without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward,  to  help  rebuild  for  themselves 
and  others  the  moral  temple  of  this  life,  and  erect  for  us  a  build¬ 
ing  not  made  with  hands,  a  house  eternal  in  the  heavens,  so  long 
shall  the  world  be  infinitely  better  than  it  wTould  be  without  their 
earnest  aid  and  assistance.” 

On  the  question  of  Recognition,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says : 

“There  has  been  in  the  various  Grand  Chapters  questions  as 
to  what  ought  to  be  the  capitular  standing  of  a  Companion  who 
has  been  suspended  or  expelled  for  the  non-payment  of  dues  to 
his  Lodge.  In  some  jurisdictions  it  has  been  held  that  such 
suspension  or  expulsion  cannot  affect  the  Companion’s  standing' 
in  his  Chapter;  whilst  other  jurisdictions  have  taken  such  strong 
grounds  against  this  position  as  to  require  from  visitors  to  their 
subordinates,  before  they  can  be  admitted,  a  declaration  that  they 
do  not  stand  suspended  or  expelled  for  any  cause  whatever,  and 
that  their  names  have  not  been  stricken  from  the  roll  of  members 
for  non-payment  of  dues  in  their  Lodges  of  Master  Masons,  or 
their  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

“Now,  since  no  one  can  apply  for  the  Capitular  Degrees  in 
this  jurisdiction  unless  he  be  a  Master  Mason,  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons,  nor  receive  the 
Chapter  Degrees,  except  with  these  surroundings,  and  as  this  is 
the  very  foundation  upon  which  his  capitular  edifice  is  budded, 
it  would  surely  seem  that  when  he  is  expelled  or  suspended  by 
his  Lodge  his  standing  is  lost  to  him  in  his  Chapter.  If  he  is 
not  a  member  in  good  standing  there,  as  we  understand  the  term 
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In  this  jurisdiction,  then  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  visit  any  of 
our  Subordinate  Chapters.  We  not  only  owe  it  to  ourselves  to 
provide  against  such  visitations,  as  making  one  of  the  requisite 
qualifications  of  the  degrees  here  of  no  force,  and  requiring  from 
petitioners  what  we  waive  as  to  non  residents,  but  we  owe  it  to 
Craft  Masonry  throughout  the  world.  It  will  not  be  out  of 
place,  I  think,  for  this  Grand  Chapter  to  give  this  subject  careful 
consideration,  and  take  such  action  upon  it  as  may  seem  proper.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  a  good  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  viz.  $2,402.75. 

The  M.  E.  Edward  Walker,  of  Delphi,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  R.  E.  John  M.  Bramwell,  of  Indianapolis, 
was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  was  decided  to  be  the  status  of  Companions 
who  are  under  suspension  or  expulsion  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  <fcc. : 

“  That  our  laws  on  that  subject  are  very  definite,  and  clearly 
set  forth  that  ‘the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  companion  for 
any  cause  whatever,  effectually  precludes,  for  the  time  being,  all 
Masonic  intercourse  with  him  while  under  such  disability.’ 

“Under  this  rule,  your  committee  believe  that  an  expulsion, 
suspension,  or  ‘dropped,’  as  it  is  called  in  some  jurisdictions,  for 
non-payment  of  dues  or  for  any  other  cause,  so  far  impeaches 
the  good  standing  of  the  companion  that  he  can  not  affiliate  with, 
or  even  be  permitted  to  visit,  a  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction. 

“We  can  not  see  how  any  other  rule  could  prevail  and  preserve 
harmony  and  good  understanding  among  the  different  Grand 
jurisdictions  of  the  world.  The  law  imposing  any  disability 
upon  a  companion  must  follow  him,  wherever  he  may  go,  until 
restored  or  relieved  from  such  disability  by  proper  authority.” 

The  Report  on  Foreign  ( Correspondence  is  from  the  easy  pen 
of  Companion  Thomas  B.  Long,  and  to  say  that  we  are  pleased 
In  reading  the  same  would  but  feebly  indicate  our  appreciation 
of  the  document  submitted.  It  is  full  of  the  thought  of  the 
writer,  and  is  anything  else  than  a  work  of  the  scissors.  To 
give  our  own  Grand  Chapter  an  idea  of  it  would  require  more 
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space  and  time  than  your  Committee  can  command.  There 
seems  to  be  nothing  in  the  various  jurisdictions  that  he  has 
missed,  and  he  has  expended  a  vast  amount  of  labor  to  bring 
out  clearly  all  the  questions  of  interest. 

The  Report  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-six  Grand 
Chapters,  Pennsylvania  being  among  the  number,  to  which  he 
gives  five  pages,  and  refers  to  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer  as 
a  reviewer  and  Masonic  writer  of  marked  ability,  who  has  called 
forth  praise  from  every  jurisdiction. 

W e  should  be  pleased  to  quote  largely  from  what  he  says,  but 
we  can  indulge  ourselves  with  but  a  little  from  his  closing  and 
opening  remarks. 

“  And  now,  companions  of  the  corps,  the  writer’s  task  is  ended 
—for  task  he  indeed  found  it  to  be,  though  in  it,  as  must  be  the 
case  with  every  earnestly  pursued  labor,  he  found  a  fair  share  of 
pleasure.  He  can  now  appreciate  the  expression  of  his  prede¬ 
cessor,  Companion  Johnson,  who  pronounced  it  ‘a  labor  of  no 
light  character/  and  said :  ‘  Let  the  Companion  thinking  other¬ 
wise  try  itf  In  Indiana  we  are  under  a  disadvantage,  since, 
whatever  other  reviewers  may  say  of  us  in  the  way  of  criticism, 
the  correspondent  has  no  opportunity  to  reply.  The  writer  can 
not  feel  like  saying,  with  Companion  Johnson,  to  the  reviewers 
*  who  shall  come  after  us/  Gay  on  and  spare  not/  but  rather 
trusts,  should  they  feel  inclined  too  severely  to  apply  the  cudgel, 
that  they  will  remember  that  they  are  about  to  strike  one  who 
can  not  retaliate.  And  yet,  he  invites  fair  criticism,  as  without 
that,  these  reports  would  be  valueless.  *  \ 

“  Tn  a  brief  period,  and  while  suffering,  at  times,  from  domestic 
affliction  no  less  severe  than  the  sickness  and  death  of  an  only 
brother,  he  has  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand 
Chapters,  which  are  all  that  came  to  his  hands.  There  was  no 
time  to  correct,  much  less  to  copy,  his  manuscript,  else  some 
things  might  have  been  expunged,  others  changed.  He  regrets 
this  to  some  extent,  as,  since  this  is  his  first,  so  will  it  be  his  last 
report. 

“  To  one  and  all,  it  only  remains  to  say :  Hail !  and  farewell !  ” 

[  What  a  galaxy  of  reviewers  there  is  throughout  the  general 
jurisdiction  of  the  Royal  Craft!  Noble  upholders  of  ancient 
landmarks!  Profound  expounders  of  constitutions!  Splendid 
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counselors  in  jurisprudence!  He  conies  amongst  you  with  un¬ 
sandaled  feet.  He  approaches  you  like  a  child  that  has  his  piece 
to  say,  though  he  is  too  old  to  hope  that  you  will  ‘pass  his  im¬ 
perfections  by/  but  he  has  one  consolation,  and  that  is,  that 
after  you  have  shrugged  your  shoulders  and  raised  your  eye¬ 
brows,  the  agony  will  be  over,  and  what  you  have  read  will  be 
forgotten,  and  through  the  kindness  of  oblivion,  he  shall  be  as 
good  as  forgiven.” 


IOWA. 


The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  was  held  in  the  City  of  DesMoines,  Iowa,  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1880.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Almon 
R.  Dewey,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Henry  W.  Rothert,  and 
R.  E.  William  B.  Langridge,  Grand  Secretary,  being  present, 
together  with  most  of  the  appointed  Grand  Officers. 

There  were  also  present,  seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
one  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  King,  three  Past  Grand  Kings, 
and  four  Past  Grand  Scribes,  together  with  Representatives 
from  sixty  of  the  eighty-nine  chartered  Chapters  under  their 
jurisdiction,  a  number  of  Representatives  from  sister  Grand 
Chapters,  among  the,  number  being  Comp.  Clark  Varnum, 
Representative  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Pligh  Priest  delivered  an  address  from 
which  we  glean.  He  says : 

“The  successes  and  reverses  of  human  struggles  are  equally 
applicable  to  Masonry ;  its  members  being  composed  of  mortals , 
nothing  can  be  anticipated  but  the  work  of  men.  However, 
guided  by  the  ‘ancient,  landmarks/  counselled  and  advised  by 
the  ‘Book  of  the  Law/  and  taught  by  the  good  counsel  of 
meeting  together  in  our  domestic  localities,  together  with  the 
meetings  of  our  annual  convocations,  we  are  frequently  re¬ 
minded  of  the  right  and  taught  to  avoid  the  wrong. 


“The  Almighty,  before  whom  we  all  with  reverence  bow, 
has  been  pleased  to  favor  us  with  continued  progress,  healthful 
increase,  and  general  prosperity.  From  such  information  as  I 
have  received  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  I  find  a  liberal  amount 
of  work  has  been  done — not,  however,  with  and  .spontaneous  im¬ 
pulse,  but  by  steady  and  healthful  accessions.” 

The  death  of  Past  Grand  King  Campbell  K.  Peck,  was  an¬ 
nounced  as  have  occurred  on  December  2d,  1879,  aged  48.  And 
also  of  Comp.  James  A.  Thompson. 

Of  Past  Grand  King  Campbell  K.  Peck  ,he  says:  “He  was 
Grand  King  in  1865-6,  and  was  Grand  Master  in  1866-7.” 

Of  Comp.  Thompson :  “  His  last  services  were  in  the  cause 

of  Masonry.  While  attending  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  session 
in  June  last,  he  was  stricken  down  with  the  illness  that  caused 
his  death;  which  occurred  July  18th,  1880.  He  had  been  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois  and 
a  Past  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.” 

Commissions  to  organize  and  institute  two  Chapters  were 
issued;  one  to  Hope  Chapter,  Ho.  88,  located  at  Webster  City; 
and  one  to  Ark  Chapter,  Ho.  89,  located  at  Dunlap.  And  a 
Dispensation  to  Eugene  Cowles,  and  nine  others  to  organize 
Burning  Bush  Chapter. 

In  conclusion  he  says : 

“Hot  one  word  of  reproach,  not  one  frown,  not  one  pulse  of 
hurt  have  I  detected  among  companions  as  to  this  Grand 
Body  or  its  officials.  Ever  ready  with  heroic  devotion,  ever 
submissive,  ever  watchful,  have  I  found  the  Royal  Craft  of 
Iowa.  The  silver  tongue  of  the  orator,  the  magnetic  pen  of 
the  poet,  the  fervent  prayer  of  the  devoted,  fall  like  dew  before 
the  heated  devotion  of  all  true  Masons.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  a  good  balance  on  hand, 
and  four,  one  thousand  dollar  five  per  cent,  registered  bonds, 
invested  in  hands  of  Treasurer. 
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In  the  Grand  Secretary’s  Report  we  are  informed  that  on  the 
14th  of  December,  1879,  the  Hall  of  Temple  Chapter,  No.  74, 
at  Clarksville,  with  a  considerable  part  of  its  effects,  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire. 

We  quote  the  following,  which  may  be  of  interest,  although 
the  special  Committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  reported 
adversely : 

u  Each  year  there  comes  up  one  or  more  claims  from  Chapters 
for  the  privilege  of  exempting  from  dues  to  Grand  Chapter 
companions  who,  from  age,  ill-health,  or  poverty,  are  unable  to 
contribute  to  its  support.  The  plan  has  been  in  use  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  many  years,  and  has  worked  well.  Under  our 
law,  the  Grand  Secretary  has  no  authority  to  allow  any  reduction 
to  any  one.  If  a  Chapter  remits  the  dues  of  needy  companions, 
it  has  to  itself  pay  for  them.  The  Grand  Chapter  is  now  en¬ 
deavoring  to  establish  a  charity  fund,  and  I  would  respectfully 
submit  whether  it  would  not  be  well,  as  a  kind  of  practical 
charity,  to  adopt  a  regulation  looking  to  the  excusing  from  the 
payment  by  the  subordinate  Chapters  of  dues  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  for  those  companions  from  whom,  on  account  of  age, 
infirmity,  or  poverty,  they  themselves  collect  no  dues.  The 
Grand  Chapter  is  now  in  circumstances  which  will  permit  this 
without  serious  inconvenience.” 

Grand  High  Priest  Almon  R.  Dewey,  was  re-elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  Comp.  William  B.  Langridge  was  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary.' 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  by  T.  R. 
Ercanbrack,  chairman,  is  all  told  in  thirty-four  closely  printed 
pages,  in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-eight 
Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  gives  to  Pennsylvania  rather  more 
than  its  share,  a  little  over  a  page  of  well-selected  quotations 
from  our  proceedings,  and  the  Report  of  the  former  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  and  closes  for  us  after  quoting  from  Grand 
High  Priest  Hamilton’s  address  with  a  question  to  Comp.  Meyer, 
as  follows:  “Are  you  fearful  that  the  addition  of  the  two 
short  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  will  overwhelm  your 
High  Priests  entirely.” 
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It  so  happens  that  Comp.  Meyer  has  been  relieved  from  the 
arduous  but  pleasant  work  of  this  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
and  is  not  in  a  position  to  reply,  having  been  elected  to  the 
position  of  Grand  Secretary  of  this  body.  We,  however,  feel 
that  as  the  question  seems  to  be  in  defence  of  and  glory  in 
Cryptic  Masonry  as  consolidated  with  Capitular  Mhsonry,  we 
should  sav  :  That  the  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in 
declining  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  has  given  the  consoli¬ 
dation  idea  its  death-blow,  and  all  fears,  if  any  existed,  have 
vanished.  If  Comp.  Meyer,  however,  should  be  fearful  of 
anything,  it  would  be  the  violation  by  the  High  Priest  of  his 
obligations. 


KANSAS. 

This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Grand  Con¬ 
vocation  at  Topeka,  on  February  15th,  1881,  with  all  the 
Elective  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  stations. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Erasmus  T.  Carr  directed  the 
Grand  Secretary  to  call  the  roll  of  Subordinate  Chapters  and 
there  not  being  present  Representatives  from  a  constitutional 
number  of  Chapters,  the  Grand  Chapter  adjourned  until  2 
o  clock,  P.  M.,  at  which  time  on  re-assembling  the  required 
number  were  found  present.  A  Grand  Chapter  was  then  opened 
with  Representatives  from  twenty-three  Subordinate  Chapters. 
There  were  also  present  four  Past  Grand  High  Priests.  One 
Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  read  his  Annual  address,  he 
says : 

“We  are  again,  and  for  the  sixteenth  time,  assembled  in 
Annual  Convocation  to  deliberate  for  the  welfare  of  the  Royal 
Craft;  and,  while  here  assembled;  let  us  take  council  together, 
review  the  past,  compare  the  results,  and  thoughtfully  ask  our- 
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selves :  ‘  Have  we,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  done  that  which 

our  exalted  profession,  as  Masons,  demands  of  us  to  do  ?  Have 
we  sought  out  the  needy  and  relieved  their  necessities,  com¬ 
forted  the  afflicted,  or  whispered  words  of  warning  in  the  ears 
of  our  erring  Companions?  If  we  have  found  a  Companion 
weak  and  not  able  to  rise  above  the  temptations  that  surrounded 
him,  have  we  watched  over  him,  and  by  our  counsel  and  advice 
helped  him  to  rise  above  temptation  and  resist  the  tempter?5 
Companions,  we  all  know  and  acknowledge  our  duties;  how 
many  have  the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  have 
performed  them,  wholly  or  even  in  part? 

“A  very  dear  Companion  has  well  said:  ‘Our  Father  who 
is  in  Heaven  has  given  to  every  one  of  us  opportunity,  by  the 
instrumentality  of  our  Organization,  with  its  Rituals  and  other 
teachings,  to  be  of  service  to  our  fellows;  and  if  we  have 
neglected  to  avail  ourselves  of  that  opportunity,  it  is  more  our 
own  loss  and  to  our  own  harm  than  it  is  the  loss  and  to  the  harm 
of  those  whose  benefactors  we  might  have  been.  We  hold  our 
wealth,  our  leisure,  our  intellect,  our  knowledge  and  our  energies 
in  trust  for  others — the  poor,  the  unwise,  the  unlearned,  the 
weak  and  His  other  wards;  and  He  will  one  day  require  us  to 
account  to  Him  for  our  use,  our  non-use  or  our  misuse  of  the 
means  which  He  has  lent  unto  us,  wherewith  to  do  good  and 
deserve  His  favor.  According,  as  each  of  us  has  sowed  and  tilled, 
so  also  he  shall  surely  reap ;  and  the  time  when  our  opportunity 
will  end  is  not  afar  off  from  any  one  of  us.’ 

“  While  we  have  the  gratifying  assurance  that  the  number  of 
our  Chapters  is  rapidly  increasing  and  that  each  individual  Chapter 
is  as  rapidly  increasing  in  membership,  have  we  the  assurance  that 
our  beloved  Order  is  doing  all  it  should  do  for  the  general  good ; 
do  our  charities  and  the  influences  of  our  good  works  extend  in 
proportion  as  our  numbers  increase  ?  Let  us  ask  ourselves  these 
questions  and  ponder  well  the  answer.  Let  us,  as  individuals 
and  as  Chapters,  labor  to  do  all  the  good  we  can  while  our  op¬ 
portunity  lasts,  that  we  may  ever  be  held  in  grateful  remem¬ 
brance  by  those  who  shall  come  to  take  our  places. 

“To-day  we  have  forty-seven  Chapters  on  the  roll. 

“Our  members  have  increased  beyond  our  most  sanguine  ex¬ 
pectations.  But  of  those  who  were  present  at  our  organization 
in  1866,  how  many  are  with  us  to-day?  I  look,  and  see  but 
three  besides  myself,  and  where  are  the  others?  A  few  are  yet 
spared,  but  not  able  to  be  present,  while  many  others,  and  those 
whom  we  delighted  to  honor,  have  been  called  to  their  eternal 


rest.  A  few  of  us  icmum,  but  how  long  we  will  be  permitted 
to  do  so  is  not  for  us  to  determine.  While  we  remain  let  us  do 

what  good  we  can  that  we  too  may  be  honored  by  those  who 
shall  succeed  us.” 

#• 

He  also  says  that  since  their  last  Annual  Convocation  he  has 
granted  Dispensations  for  the  following  new  Chapters: 

October  24th,  18^9,  to  Lyman  P.  Getman  and  eleven  others 
to  organize  a  Chapter  at  Sedan,  in  Chautauqua  County,  to  be 
known  as  Syroc  Chapter.  ‘  ’ 

“November  13th,  1879,  to  E.  N.  Morrill  and  twenty-one  as¬ 
sociates,  to  organize  a  Chapter  at  Hiawatha,  in  Brown  County 
to  be  known  as  Mt.  Horeb  Chapter.  J  ? 

“January  16th,  1880,  to  Wm.  Cowgill  and  nine  associates,  to 
organize  a  Chapter  at  Fredonia,  in  Wilson  County,  to  be  known 
as  Kilwinning  Chapter. 

March  1st,  1880,  to  Companion  Geo.  W.  Wood  and  fourteen 
associates,  to  open  and  hold  a  Chapter  at  Concordia,  in  Cloud 
County,  to  be  known  as  Concordia  Chapter. 

“March  1st,  1880,  to  Companion  S.  L.  Myers  and  nine  as¬ 
sociates,  to  organize  a  Chapter  at  Osage  City,  in  Osage  County 
to  be  known  as  Osage  Chapter.  ' 

.  March  18th,  1880,  to  Companion  G.  W.  Port  and  thirteen  as¬ 
sociates,  to  open  and  hold  a  Chapter  at  Beloit,  in  Mitchell 
County,  to  be  known  as  Beloit  Chapter. 

“April  1st,  1880,  to  W.  W.  Gamble  and  twelve 'associates,  to 
open  and  hold  a  Chapter  at  McPherson,  in  McPherson  County 
to  be  known  as  McPherson  Chapter. 

“June  25th  1880,  to  Reuben  H.  Nichols  and  nine  associates, 
to  organize  a  Chapter  at  Howard,  in  Elk  County,  to  be  known 
as  Howard  Chapter.” 

We  feel  like  congratulating  our  Companions  of  Kansas  in 
their  noble  work.  Their  State  is  a  large  and  growing  one  and 
we  can  but  think,  in  reading  the  address,  that  Masonry  is  keeping 

apace  with  all  their  other  improvements.  We  bid  you  God 
Speed. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  that  the  finances  are  uot 
at  all  behind;  but  a  handsome  balance  of  $1,226.17 is  recorded. 
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M.  E.  Silas  E.  Sheldon,  of  Topeka,  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  R.  E.  John  H.  Brown  was  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-six  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  being  among  the 
number.  The  Reporter  says  in  reference  to  our  Report  on 
Correspondence  being  referred  to  the  Grand  Officers  with  power 
to  make  selections  for  publications,  that  this  is  a  new  and  won¬ 
derful  way  of  dealing  with  the  Reporter.  That  it  might  be 
well  thus  to  bridle  a  Committee ;  but  as  the  youth  said  of  the 
boil :  “  If  he  had  any  choice  of  its  location  he  would  prefer  it 

on  some  other  fellow.” 

The  Present  Committee  however  would  not  much  object  if 
the  Grand  Officers  would  fix  up  the  Report  entire.  We  see  no 
fun  in  it.  We  must  acknowledge,  however,  that  after  a  Com¬ 
mittee  duly  appointed  for  such  a  purpose,  assiduously  work  to 
present  the  facts  culled  from  thousands  of  pages,  all  carefully 
scanned,  for  another  body  to  take  up  that  Report  and  cut  out 
what  they  please,  and  publish  it  over  the  name  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  is  rather  harsh  treatment.  After  one  or  two  such  efforts 
it  might  have  the  effect  of  dampening  one’s  ardor,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  Such  a  motion,  however,  is  an  admonition  to  the 
present  Committee  not  to  make  their  Report  needlessly  long. 


KENTUCKY. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State  held  its  Sixty- Fifth  Annual 
Convocation  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  on 
the  18th  of  October,  A.  D.  1880. 

M.  E.  John  H.  Leathers,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  other  Grand 
Officers  present. 


Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  twenty-two  Representatives 
of  other  Grand  Chapters,  a  number  of  Past  Higli  Priests  also 
present,  and  a  constitutional  number  of  Subordinate  Chapters 
represented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address, 
principally  of  local  interest. 

In  his  Address  he  says: 

“  Upon  your  counsel  and  wisdom  rests  the  responsibility  of 
what  is  best  to  be  done  to  perpetuate  that  peace  and  harmony 
which  is  the  strength  and  support  of  our  order,  by  which  the 
good  of  the  Craft  is  advanced  and  the  glory  of  the  Great  High 
Priest  magnified. 

“As  the  minimum  of  government  betokens  the  maximum  of 
prosperity,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  my  official  labors  have  not  been 
onerous  or  extended.  The  state  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  our  own 
jurisdiction  has  been  peaceful  and  harmonious,  and  our  relations 
with  sister  Grand  Chapters  of  the  most  friendly  character/’ 

In  reference  to  the  “  Home,”  he  adds : 

“It  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  and  gratification  to  be  able  to 
report  to  the  Grand  Chapter  the  favorable  condition  of  the 
Home.  Since  our  last  session  the  entire  building  has  been 
thrown  open  for  occupancy,  and  as  far  as  the  means  would 
admit,  and  to  the  full  extent  of  the  ability  of  the  managers  to 
accommodate,  all  who  have  applied  for  admission  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  into  its  hospitable  embrace.  Two  handsome  bequests 
have  been  made  to  the  Home  during  the  past  year  by  friends 
who  have  remembered  it  in  their  dying  hours,  and  the  darkness, 
which  tor  a  time  seemed  to  obscure  this  grand  charity,  and  which 
taxed  the  ardor  and  devotion  of  its  friends  to  the  utmost,  has 
been  dispelled,  and  it  is  with  pleasurable  pride  that  we  can  at 
last  say  that  the  Home  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  a  perma¬ 
nent  and  glorious  success.  It  is  not  only  a  success,  but  it  is  the 
embodiment  of  the  highest  type  of  charity,  and  it  stands  there 
to-day  an  imperishable  monument  of  Masonic  benevolence. 

“But,  Companions,  remember  that  our  work  is  not  done.  It 
will  require  continued  sacrifice  and  devotion  to  provide  the 
means  to  take  care  of  those  whom  God,  in  his  Providence,  has 
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placed  in  our  charge.  Let  us  bear  the  burden  stoutly,  and  in 
our  manhood  resolve  that  this  magnificent  charity,  dedicated  to 
God  and  consecrated  by  the  prayers  and  tears  of  dying  brethren, 
may  dispense  its  blessings,  for  generations  to  come,  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  our  deceased  Companions,  who,  by  an  afflicting 
Providence,  may  be  compelled  to  seek  its  fostering  aid/’ 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  the  expenditures  to  be 
greater  than  the  income  by  $124.30;  but  the  resources  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  from  investments,  $3,800. 

The  Grand  Chapter,  in  1877,  appointed  Companion  James 
W.  Staton  to  reprint  and  publish  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  from  its  organization  in  1817,  and  this  work  is  now 
completed.  The  price  is  fixed  at  $2.50.  The  book  contains  752 
pages,  and  is  a  history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Kentucky. 

The  election  for  Grand  Officers  resulted  as  follows : 

“M.  E.  W .  LaRue  Thomas,  Danville,  Grand  High  Priest; 
M.  E.  R.  J.  Laughlin,  Nebo,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  M.  E. 
Howard  R.  French,  Mt.  Sterling,  Grand  King;  M.  E.  R.  M. 
Fairleigh,  Hopkinsville,  Grand  Scribe;  Companion  John  H. 
Leathers,  Louisville,  Grand  Treasurer;  Companion  Joseph  H. 
Branham,  Louisville,  Grand  Secretary.” 

Who  were  all  duly  installed. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
prepared  by  Companion  Hiram  Bassett,  and  is  a  most  excellent 
document.  The  easy  style  of  the  writer  is  marked,  and  can  not 
but  be  admired.  He  reports  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four 
Grand  Chapters,  this  being  his  first  effort  in  the  reportorial 
chair.  He  says,  that : 

“In  submitting  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  its  chairman,  who  alone  is  responsible  for  its 
poverty  of  matter  and  manner,  begs  leave  to  state  that  he  feels 
the  disadvantage  at  which  he  is  placed,  by  following,  as  imme¬ 
diate  successor,  the  gifted  and  scholarly  Henderson,  who  as  a 
word  painter,  has  few,  if  any,  equals,  and  no  superior.  We 
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know  the  scintillations  from  his  facile  pen,  loaded  as  it  is  with 
the  magnet  of  originality  and  adorned  with  the  diamond-tips  of 
sparkling  wit  and  fascinating  humor ,  will  be  sadly  missed. 

u  Trusting  therefore  that  you  will  accept  an  ungarnished  menu , 
and  discuss  the  viands  set  before  you  without  criticising  too 
severely  the  style  in  which  they  are  served,  we  ‘shie  our  castor ’ 
into  the  ring  reportorial,  with  no  belligerent  purpose,  however, 
but  with  a  determination  to  note,  in  the  most  amicable  and 
pacific  manner,  what  is  going  on  among  the  Royal  Craft  outside 
of  our  own  ‘little  world; ’  to  report  to  you  what  customs  pre¬ 
vail  different  from  our  own;  and  to  cull  for  your  gratification 
and  profit,  the  flowers  which  bloom  in  other  parterres  /  even 
though,  in  the  attempt,  our  hands  may  suffer  abrasion  from  con¬ 
tact  with  the  thorny  sentinels  that  guard  the  treasures/’ 

To  Pennsylvania  he  gives  rather  more  than  four  pages,  and 
in  reference  to  the  Pennsylvania  Rule  as  respects  suspended 
Masons  for  non-payment  of  dues,  he  says: 

“We  cannot  but  believe  that  the  practice  in  Maine,  and  some 
few  other  jurisdictions,  offers  a  premium ,  as  it  were,  for  non¬ 
affiliation.  It  tempts  the  cupidity  of  the  miserly,  by  opening  a 
door  for  them  to  retire  without  paying  a  debt,  just  and  binding 
upon  them  in  every  moral  sense,  and  attaches  no  dishonor  to  a 
passage  through  it  out  of  the  Masonic  fold.  Do  vou  owe  your 
Lodge,  or  Chapter  anything  on  the  score  of  dues,  and  are  averse 
to  paying  it,  why  you  need  not  do  so.  Just  ‘wait  with  patience’ 
and  you  will,  in  time,  be  ‘dropped  from  the  roll  of  membership,’ 
and  occupy  a  no  less  honorable  position  than  he  who  honestly 
pays  his  just  dues  and  dimits.  To  pay  arrearages,  therefore,  is  like 
throwing  that  much  money  away.  Like  the  dimitted,  you  re¬ 
linquish  some  claims  upon  the  organized  bodies  of  the  Fraternity, 
but  you  are  in  ‘good  standing’  still,  and  the  obligations  and 
duties  of  individual  members  to  you  are  just  as  forcible  and 
binding  as  they  are  to  the  dimitted. 

“This,  it  seems  to  your  committee,  would  be  the  reasoning  of 
the  class  referred  to,  and  it  is  certainly  logical  from  the  premises. 

“We  must,  therefore,  contend  that  the  practice  which  prevails 
in  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  and  most  other  jurisdictions,  is  the 
best  treatment  for  the  malady.  The  violation  of  one  obligation 
is  just  as  much  a  Masonic,  and,  from  a  Masonic  stand  point — 
moral  offense,  as  of  another.  The  effects  upon  others  may  differ 
to  a  great  extent,  but  upon  the  delinquent  himself,  they  should 
be  equal,  so  far  as  Masonic  character  is  concerned.” 
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LOUISIANA. 


The  Grand  Chapter  held  its  thirty-fourth  Annual  Grand 
Convocation,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  February  15th, 
1881.  Most  of  the  Grand  Officers  being  present. 

Several  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives  being 
also  present  with  a  sufficient  number  of  Representatives  from 
Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Edwin  H.  Fay,  delivered  his 
Annual  address.  He  says : 

“  While  I  welcome  you  here  to  day,  to  this  our  thirty-fourth 
Annual  Grand  Convocation,  and  rejoice  to  behold  such  a  num¬ 
ber  assembled,  still  I  would  be  recreant  to  the  high  trust  your 
partiality  has  imposed  upon  me,  did  I  not  inform  you,  that 
although  peace  abounds  within  our  walls,  and  harmony  in  our 
temples,  yet  it  is  the  peace  of  inaction,  and  the  harmony  of  in¬ 
anition.  Yes!  companions,  disguise  it  as  we  may,  Capitular 
Masonry,  unless  something  is  done  to  arrest  it,  and  that  some¬ 
thing  speedily,  is  going  into  a  lethargic  decline,  if  not  into 
actual  decease.  The  fact  stares  us  in  the  face,  and  if  we  are 
wise,  we  will  look  carefully  for  the  causes,  to  see  if  they  can  be 
remedied,  and  the  result  be  prevented. 

“  There  are,  in  my  opinion,  several  reasons  for  this  state  of 
affairs,  and  the  first,  if  not  most  potent  of  all,  is  want  of  dis¬ 
cipline  in  our  Subordinate  Chapters,  as  well  as  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  itself.  In  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  companions  are 
frequently  guilty  of  conduct  grossly  unmasonic,  and  go  on  for 
years,  not  called  to  an  account  for  the  same,  because,  like  the 
accusers  of  the  sinning  woman  in  the  Scripture,  none  can  cast 
the  first  stone. 

“  By  this  laxity,  Masonry  is  brought  into  disrepute,  and  re¬ 
flecting,  sensible  men,  raise  the  question,  whether  they  desire 
the  intimate,  social  relationship  with  others,  who  are  so  unmind¬ 
ful  of  their  Masonic  obligations.  Our  own  dearly  cherished 
sanctuaries  have  not  escaped  the  demoralizing  effects  of  fratri¬ 
cidal  war.  Our  obligations  to  the  Deity,  and  to  our  fellow-man, 
are  too  frequently  ignored,  and  I  blush  to  assert,  that  one  of  the 
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most  profane  men  I  ever  knew,  was  an  R.  A.  Mason  in  good 
standing.  This  must  all  be  changed,  and  we  must  return  to 
first  principles,  and  the  instructive  moral  teachings  of  our  order, 
before  we  can  hope  to  see  our  Chapters  flourish.  Discipline, 
too,  must  be  exercised  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  .and  from  those 
Chapters  who  habitually  neglect  to  make  their  returns  and  pay 
their  dues,  kindly,  but  inexorably,  should  their  charters  be  taken 
away.  The  first  step  towards  the  death  of  a  Chapter,  is  a 
failure  to  meet  regularly,  which,  sooner  or  later,  induces  that 
carelessness  and  neglect,  which  should  cause  a  prompt  arrest  of 
their  charter. 

“  Cheap  Masonry,  too,  I  think,  has  exerted  a  baleful  influence 
on  the  Institution  within  our  border.  We  are  apt  to  esteem 
lightly  that  which  costs  us  little,  and  by  being  advanced  too 
rapidly,  we  often  lose  that  true  appreciation  of  the  beauties  and 
harmonies  of  our  Masonic  edifice,  and  the  valuable  truths  and 
instructions  inculcated  therein.  Mis  like  attempting  to  visit  a 
gallery  of  paintings,  adorned  by  the  grand  productions  of  the 
'old  masters/  and  learn  all  their  excellencies  in  a  single  day.7’ 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  a  balance  in  treasury  of 
$463.05,  but  the  Committee  on  Finances  reports,  that  while  the 
treasury  has  such  a  balance,  the  out-standing  liabilities  leave  an 
actual  deficit  of  $878.35. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  relieve  the  Grand  Chapter  from 
debt,  which  we  hope  may  be  successful.  The  following  resolu¬ 
tion  was  passed : 

“  Resolved ,  That  an  assessment  of  one  dollar  be  levied  on  each 
member,  including  life-members,  whose  names  appear  upon  the 
roll  of  the  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction;  and  the  Chapters  are 
directed  and  required  to  collect  and  pay  the  same  over  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  immediately.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  Polar  Star  Chapter,  No.  3, 
one  of  the  oldest  Chapters,  after  a  varied  history  of  sixty-seven 
years  had  terminated  its  existence. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presented  a  reporr 
as  follows: 
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u  Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  for  the  same 
reasons  which  have  actuated  it  for  the  past  three  years,  have  not 
prepared  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  our  Sister  Grand 
Chapters,  all  of  which  have  been  duly  received  and  are  hereby 
fraternally  acknowledged;  and,  until  the  state  of  our  finances 
shall  materially  improve,  this  must  be  our  report  for  the  future, 
and  we  should  advocate  the  abolition  of  the  committee,  but  for 
the  hope,  that  the  fortunes  of  the  Grand  Chapter  may  change 
and  allow  it  once  more  to  ind'ulge  in  the  luxury  of  paying  a 
heavy  printing  bill.” 

Comp.  Andrew  Hero,  Jr.,  of  Delta,  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  and  Comp.  J.  C.  Bachelor,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  charters  of  the  following  named  Chapters  were  declared 
forfeited : 

DeSoto,  No.  14,  Mansfield,  DeSoto  Parish;  Oak  Grove,  No. 
26,  Arcadia,  Bienville  Parish;  Greensburg,  No.  28,  Greensburg, 
St.  Helena  Parish;  Lisbon,  No.  31,  Lisbon,  Claiborne  Parish; 
Sparta,  No.  36,  Sparta,  Bienville  Parish;  Palestine,  No.  37, 
Vernon,  Jackson  Parish. 


MARYLAND. 


The  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  was  held  in 
Masonic  Temple,  city  of  Baltimore,  November  9th,  1880. 
Comp.  Edmund  J.  Oppelt,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  present,  together  with  three 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  two  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests, 
a  number  of  Grand  Representatives  and  Past  High  Priests,  and 
Representatives  of  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form,  when  the  M. 
E.  G.  High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address.  We  select  the 
following  : 
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“  Obedient  to  duty,  love,  and  constitutional  law,  we  have 
again  assembled  around  our  altar, — the  altar  of  our  lather?,  - 
the  altar  around  which  the  founders  of  our  Ancient  Grand 
Chapter  assembled  eighty-three  years  ago,  and  laid  the  first 
stone,  the  foundation  of  the  noble  arch  which  mow  spans  our 
State  from  the  bay- washed  beach  of  its  Eastern  shore,  to  the 
mountain-girt  vallevs  of  its  A  orthern  boundaries. 

“  Their  work  has  prospered  ;  the  labor  of  their  hands  has  been 
rewarded.  The  rough  Ashler  which  they  dug  from  the  quarries 
has  passed  the  square.  The  altar  they  reared  has  been  hallowed 
by  the  flame  of  Divine  love  that  burns  upon  the  altar  of  our 
hearts. 

“  The  tabernacle  they  erected  is  guarded  with  jealous  care. 
The  sanctuary  is  held  as  sacred  as  of  old.  Within  its  hoiy  pre¬ 
cincts  still  burns  the  incense  of  pure  and  contrite  hearts,  and 
still  does  it  ascend  to  the  throne  of  the  Great  Jehovah  !  The 
Book  of  the  Law  which  they  brought  to  light  is  to-day  our  law, 
our  guide,  our  hope.  It  is  to  us  a  never-setting  sun,  whose 
light,  like  the  pillar  of  fire  which  guided  our  prototypes  across 
the  deserts  of  Arabia,  illumines  our  pathway  across  tne  desert  of 
this  life  to  that  Haven  where,  in  the  language  of  Holy  Writ, 
‘  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest. 

********** 

u  Our  membership  has  not  increased  materially  during  the 
year,  but  as  quality  is  at  all  times  preferable  to  quantity,  this  is 
not  to  be  deplored,  and  it  may  temper  our  regret  to  feel  that  the 
fewer  the  applicants  the  closer  the  scrutiny. 

u  The  attendance  at  the  Convocations  is  not  as  good  as  it 
should  be.  An  unaccountable  apathy  seems  to  exist  among  the 
membership,  for  which  there  appears  to  be  no  cure.  I  am  very 
sure  it  is  not  traceable  to  any  lack  of  zeal  or  energy  on  the  part 
of  presiding  officers  of  the  different  Chapters,  and  it  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  bear  this  testimony  to  their  untiring  efforts  to 
collect  their  respective  Chapters  and  secure  a  good  attendance.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  of  81,365.86. 

The  following  decision  of  the  G.  H.  Priest  was  approved  by 
the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter : 

“  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  M.  E.  G.  High  Priest 
‘  that  Chapters  cannot  confer  the  degrees  upon  clergymen,  with- 


108 


out  the  payment  of  the  usual  fee/  is  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  is  hereby  approved.” 

Comp.  Ferdinand  J.  S.  Gorgas  was  elected  Graud  High  Priest, 
and  Comp.  George  L.  McCahan  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  present  number  of  members  of  Subordinate  Chapters  is 
1,176,  a  slight  increase  over  last  year. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  reviews  forty-one  Grand 
Chapters — all  except  West  Virginia  and  Rhode  Island  ;  no  Re¬ 
ports  from  these  States  having  been  published. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


This  Grand  Chapter,  like  our  own  Grand  Chapter,  holds 
Quarterly  Convocations.  The  first  was  held  March  9th,  1880; 
second,  June  8th,  1880;  third,  September  7th,  1880;  and  the 
Annual  on  December  7th,  1880. 

At  these  Quarterly  Convocations,  most  of  the  business  is  done, 
and  from  the  reports  of  those  present,  it  would  seem  that  the 
attendance  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  as  large  as  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation. 

The  Grand  Secretary  announced,  at  the  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
vocation,  that  his  office,  on  December  28th,  1879,  was  totally 
consumed  by  fire,  and  that  the  records  of  the  September  and 
December  Convocations  were  burned. 

At  the  third  Quarterly  Convocation  the  Committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject  of  establishing  a  Grand  Chapter  Charity 
Fund  reported  against  it,  considering  it  unwise,  unnecessary  and 
inexpedient  for  many  reasons. 
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The  Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Boston;  M.  E.  Thomas  Waterman,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  all 
the  other  Grand  Officers  being  present. 

All  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  ten  in  number, 
present,  and  a  number  of  permanent  members. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  address.  We 
cpiote  as  follows : 

“  The  Masonic  year  just  past,  has  been  comparatively  unevent¬ 
ful,  and  I  have  therefore  no  startling  news  to  bring  before  you. 
But  this  quiet  is  not  the  calm  of  stagnation  or  inaction.  The 
organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter  has  been  rendered  so  near 
perfection  by  the  energetic  efforts  of  some  of  my  predecessors 
in  office,  the  machinery  revolves  so  smoothly  on  its  bearings, 
that  little  remains  for  the  presiding  officer  but  the  selection  of 
efficient  officers,  and  to  maintain  a  general  supervision,  so  that 
‘ glittering  generalities’  must  be  the  burden  of  this  report. 

“No  new  Chapters  have  been  petitioned  for;  and  although 
some  futile  attempts  have  been  made  in  that  direction,  no  en¬ 
couragement  has  been  given  to  warrant  the  successful  formation 
of  any  accessions  to  our  Capitular  family.  Better  the  steady, 
rhythmic  march  of  a  company  of  sixty-eight  sound  and  healthy 
bodies  than  one  hundred  organizations  composed  partly  of  raw 
recruits,  and  decimated  by  chronic  rheumatism,  necrosis,  and 
gangrene.  No  new  Chapter  should  ever  be  constituted  without 
at  least  two  Lodges  from  which  it  may  have  the  exclusive  right 
to  draw  its  nourishment  in  the  way  of  candidates,  nor  then ,  un¬ 
less  the  neighboring  Chapters  are  not  only  willing  but  anxious 
to  witness  the  new  birth.” 

The  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  James  Kimball,  was 
referred  to. 

“The  death-angel  has  not  made  such  havoc  in  our  ranks 
numerically  as  during  the  previous  year,  but  we  have  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  our  most  earnest,  upright, 
conscientious,  and  capable  colleagues :  Companion  James  Kimball, 
of  Washington  Chapter,  Salem,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 
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“  The  general  condition  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  is  remark¬ 
ably  good,  and  a  healthy  emulation  exists  between  many  contig¬ 
uous  Chapters.  With  many,  work  has  been  light,  but  some 
have  exalted  a  large  number  of  candidates.  The  low-water 
mark  of  exaltation  was  apparently  reached  last  year,  and  we  are 
now  rising  on  the  flood  tide.  Three  hundred  and  seventy  breth¬ 
ren  were  exalted  this  year,  forty-three  more  than  during  the 
preceding  twelve  months;  let  us  hope  without  proselytism,  and 
that  they  are  all  good  men  and  true. 

“  Some  legislation  seems  needed  with  reference  to  the  compul¬ 
sory  choice  and  record  of  a  Mark.  I  know  not  what  may  be 
the  rule  in  a  majority  of  the  Chapters,  but  in  those  of  which  I 
have  intimate  and  personal  knowledge,  the  choosing  of  a  Mark 
by  the  candidate  is  of  as  rare  occurrence  as  the  find  of  a  four¬ 
leaved  clover  or  a  white  blackbird,  and  almost  deserving  a 
special  celebration  in  honor  of  the  event.” 

As  to  Comp.  P.  H.  P.  James  Kimball,  we  quote  from  the 
eulogy  offered  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Alfred  F.  Chapman. 

“  In  the  year  1808,  in  Salem,  Mass.,  James  Kimball  was 
born,  and  where  also,  after  a  period  of  seventy-two  years,  he 
died  on  the  morning  of  November  29th  last,  respected,  honored, 
and  beloved. 

“  For  the  last  fifty  years  his  life  has  been  interwoven  with 
the  history  of  Salem,  and  the  two  are  so  closely  connected  that  a 
truthful  sketch  of  the  one  would  necessarily  illumine  that  of  the 
other.  In  his  earlier  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  chair 
business,  served  his  townsmen  in  the  Legislature  in  1845  and 
1846,  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee  for  many  years, 
served  in  the  Common  Council  from  1839  to  1843,  and  again  in 
1854 ;  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  1860,  and  again  in  1880,  his 
term  being  unexpired  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1860  he  was 
elected  a  county  commissioner  of  Essex  County,  and  was  re¬ 
elected  five  times  for  periods  of  three  years  each. 

“  He  took  an  active  and  intelligent  interest  in  such  local  insti¬ 
tutions  as  were  supported  by  the  people,  was  in  his  youth  and 
apprenticeship  librarian  of  the  Salem  Charitable  Mechanic  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  was  subsequently  its  secretary,  director,  and  presi¬ 
dent  successively ;  vice-president  also  of  the  Salem  Lyceum, 
trustee  of  Plummer  Farm  School,  captain  for  several  years  of  the 
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Salem  Mechanic  Light  Infantry,  and  president  of  the  Naumkeag 
Fire  Club.  He  was  singularly  sincere  in  all  places,  and  for 
forty-six  years  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Crombie  Street 
Church,  where  the  purity  of  his  life  and  character,  as  in  all  else, 
added  lustre  also  to  his  religion. 

“  As  an  antiquarian  he  had  justly  acquired  considerable  note, 
and  was  possessed  of  much  information  on  the  colonial  and  early 
history  of  Salem,  difficult  to  find  elsewhere.  For  many  years 
he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Essex  Institute,  was  its  curator 
of  history,  and  had  contributed  to  its  files  many  valuable  his¬ 
torical  papers.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  and  long  prior,  he  was 
engaged  in  collecting  material  for  a  complete  history  of  the  pri¬ 
vateering  enterprise  of  Salem,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

“  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  held  on  the  evening 
of  the  day  of  his  death,  a  series  of  resolutions  were  adopted 
which  happily  express  the  testimony  of  his  fellows,  and  which 
we  quote : — 

“  ‘  In  Council,  Salem,  Nov.  29,  1880. 

“  ‘  Resolved ,  That  in  the  death  of  Alderman  James  Kimball, 
at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-two  years,  the  city  of  Salem  is  called 
upon  to  part  with  one  more  of  a  class  of  her  citizens,  admirable 
alike  in  their  private  and  public  relations,  whom  she  can  ill 
afford  to  spare.  ' 

“ (  Entering  the  City  Council  more  than  forty  years  ago,  in 
the  early  days  of  our  municipal  organization,  he  has  been  called 
at  short  intervals,  ever  since,  to  one  position  or  another  of  trust 
and  honor.  During  all  the  years  of  his  manhood,  whatever  has 
touched  the  interests  of  Salem  has  touched  him ;  and  it  would 
be  hard  to  point  to  any  public  movement,  whether  it  be  educa¬ 
tional,  reformatory,  political,  industrial,  or  social,  which  has  en¬ 
listed  the  efforts  of  our  worthiest  citizens,  and  has  not  owed 
something  to  his  energy,  intelligence,  or  cheerful  contributions 
of  time  and  means. 

“  ‘  Resolved ,  That  while  it  would  be  impossible  to  close  an 
official  connection  with  our  late  colleague,  marked  on  his  part 
with  such  uniform  urbanity  of  bearing,  such  intelligence,  in¬ 
sight,  and  such  fidelity  to  every  trust,  without  a  formal  recog¬ 
nition  of  these  admirable  qualities,  we  desire  that  the  record  may 
none  the  less  evince  the  sincere  regard  we  feel  at  the  loss  of  one 
who  has  been  faithful  in  friendship,  honorable  in  every  relation 
of  life,  prompt  in  charity,  wise-  in  council,  and  full  of  good 
works.  Such  a  career  as  that  just  closed  goes  far  to  illustrate 
the  grand  possibilities  of  American  citizenship,  and  to  round  out 
the  measure  of  a  useful  life.’ 
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“  The  attention  of  the  deceased  was  first  attracted  by  Odd 
Fellowship,  and  he  entered  that  society  in  1843,  in  which  he 
soon  obtained  official  rank.  On  January  17th,  1851,  he  was 
made  a  Mason  in  Essex  Lodge,  advanced  from  grade  to  grade, 
through  the  York  and  Scottish  Rites,  until  in  August,  1875,  he 
was  elected  to  receive  the  honorary  thirty-third  degree.  He  was 
exalted  in  Washington  Chapter,  March  23d,  1855,  and  appeared 
in  the  Grand  Chapter  in  September  following,  as  Grand  Master 
of  the  Second  Veil  pro  tern.,  being  then  King  of  Washington 
Chapter,  and  retired  from  the  position  of  its  High  Priest  about 
the  time  of  his  election  to  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest,  which 
occurred  September  13th,  1859 ;  this  place  he  held  for  the  con¬ 
stitutional  term  of  three  years,  and  to  it  he  was  promoted  from 
the  office  of  Grand  Scribe. 

“  In  his  last  annual  address,  made  in  September,  1862,  he  rec¬ 
ognized  the  importance  of  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence,  and  in  reference  to  the  report  of  a  sister  body,  he  said, 
*  From  this  report  I  have  learned  more  about  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sonry  in  other  jurisdictions  than  from  all  other  sources.7  His 
recommendation  on  this  matter  was  adopted,  and  he  became,  by 
the  appointment  of  his  successor,  the  first  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

*c  To  such  men  society  is  indebted  for  what  is  humane,  char¬ 
itable,  and  Christian  in  it ;  but  little  does  it  know  how  much 
these  are  inspired  by  the  tenets  of  a  Mason’s  profession. 

“  The  life  of  James  Kimball  is  a  benediction  to  his  fellows, 
Masonic  or  profane  ;  the  testimony  to  which  is,  that  his  brethren 
who  knew  him  best,  loved  him  most.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  account  shows  a  handsome  balance  in 
cash,  and  nearly  $7000  invested. 

Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  Waterman,  was  re-elected,  as 
also  Comp.  Zeph.  H.  Thomas  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  shows  a  review  of 
forty- two  Grand  Chapters;  and  to  Pennsylvania  four  pages  of 
approving  and  fraternal  greeting.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Rev. 
Comp.  John  W.  Dadmun. 
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MICHIGAN. 


The  thirty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  East  Saginaw,  on  Jan¬ 
uary  18th  and  19th,  1881.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Samuel  H.  Norton,  with  the  other  Grand  Officers  present.  A 
constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  present,  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  thirteen  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  present.  One  Past  Grand  Scribe. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address  in 
which  he  alludes  to  the  death  of  P.  G.  H.  P.  William  Brown, 
who  died  September  23d,  1880,  aged  69  years. 

He  pays  him  the  following  tribute: 

u  Companion  Brown  was  a  good  man  and  true,  full  of 
Masonic  charity  and  beloved  by  all.  His  name  to  Michigan 
Koval  Arch  Masons  was  a  household  word.  All  knew  Com¬ 
panion  Brown,  and  to  know  him  was  to  love  him.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,,  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence.” 

He  also  announced  the  death  of  Comp.  Fidus  Livermore, 
Past  Grand  King,  who  died  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  November 
28th,  1 880.  He  says : 

“Companion  Livermore  was  well  known  to  those  of  us  who 
attended  the  sessions  of  this  Grand  Body  in  years  past.  He 
was  elected  Grand  King  of  this  Grand  Chapter  at  its  convoca¬ 
tion  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1851, 
30  years  ago.  By  reference  to  the  reports  of  that  year,  we  find 
him  an  active  working  member  on  several  committees  and  ele¬ 
vated  by  his  companions  to  the  high  office  of  Grand  King. 
From  that  time  until  his  death,  he  was  a  zealous,  active  Mason. 
He  lived  to  see  this  Grand  Chapter  pass  from  its  infancy  to  its 
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present  strength  and  manhood.  In  every  position,  civil  and 
Masonic,  that  our  worthy  companion  filled  through  life,  he 
made  an  honorable  record  and  a  fame  that  will  be  lasting.” 

Speaking  of  the  increase  of  membership,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  says : 

% 

“The  increase  in  our  membership  will  not,  I  think,  compare 
favorably  with  that  of  other  years.  This  will  appear  not  a  little 
surprising  when  we  remember  the  general  prosperity  with  which 
we  have  been  favored.  However,  this  may  be  attributed,  in 
part  at  least,  to  the  heated  political  campaign  through  which  we 
have  passer),  and  the  natural  diversion  of  the  public  mind 
incident  thereto.  In  fact,  so  general  has  been  this  diversion, 
that  in  some  of  our  subordinate  bodies  but  few,  comparatively, 
could  be  found  who  did  not  ‘bow  the  knee  to  Baal/  and  wor¬ 
ship  at  that  shrine  to  the  neglect  of  every  Masonic  duty.” 

Dispensation  was  granted  to  form  one  new  Chapter  at  Petos- 
key,  Emmet  County,  to  be  knowij  as  Emmet  Chapter,  No.  104, 
and  several  applications  for  new  Chapters  were  refused. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  H.  Axtell  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  R.  E.  Companion  William  P.  Innes  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was 
presented  by  Companion  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Chairman;  and  in  con¬ 
clusion,  speaking  of  his  Report,  he  says  that  the  Committee  has 
endeavored  this  year  to  follow  their  usnal  plan  of  reporting, 
that  of  commenting  briefly,  feeling  that  it  was  more  in  keeping 
with  their  duty  to  place  the  action  and  doings  of  Sister  Grand 
Bodies  before  the  Companions,  and  let  them  use  their  best  judg¬ 
ment  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  opinions  of  others,  particularly 
upon  questions  of  Masonic  law  that  do  not  conflict  with  that  of 
their  jurisdiction. 

The  Committee  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-eight  Grand 
Chapters  in  176  pages  of  report,  quoting  largely  from  each 
report,  and  giving  to  Pennsylvania  its  full  share,  without  com¬ 
ment. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 


The  Thirty-third  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Jackson,  on  February  7th,  1  881 .  All  the  Grand  Officers  present. 
Five  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  two  Past  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests,  two  Past  Grand  Kings,  three  Past  Grand  Scribes,  Rep¬ 
resentatives  from  forty-one  Chapters,  and  a  number  of  Past 
High  Priests.  Fourteen  Chapters  not  represented. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  having  been  opened  in  ample 
form,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Frederick  Speed, 
delivered  his  Annual  Address,  of  great  length  and  merit,  part 
of  which  we  quote : 

“  How  swift  they  go  ! 

Life’s  many  years, 

With  their  winds  of  woe, 

And  their  storms  of  tears, 

And  their  darkest  of  nights,  whose  shadowy  slopes 
Are  lit  with  the  flashes  of  starriest  hopes, 

And  their  sunshiny  days,  in  whose  calm  heavens  loom 
The  clouds  of  the  tempest — the  shadows  of  gloom. 

“  Thus,  beloved  Companions,  sang  one  of  the  sweetest  of  poets. 
As  we  grow  older  we  turn  our  faces  backward,  and  our  hearts 
are  stirred  with  the  memories  of  the  past. 


Though  the  brows  of  to-morrows  he  radiant  and  bright 
With  love  and  with  beauty,  with  life  and  with  light, 

we  turn  with  longing  toward  that  which  can  be  recalled  never¬ 
more. 

u  Another  year,  with  all  its  manifold  joys  and  sorrows,  has 
passed  away  since  last  we  gathered  round  our  altar  and  offered 
up  the  incense  of  grateful  hearts  to  the  great  ‘  I  Am/  How 
brief  the  days  seem  to  have  been — how  rapidly  have  they  flown 
— and  yet  each  one  has  been  but  one  more  step  trodden  in  the 
journey  which  ends  at  the  grave. 

“Let  us  again  set  up  our  tabernacle,  as  did  the  children  of 
Israel  in  the  desert,  and  re-k indie  the  fires  upon  our  altars  with 
thankful  hearts  that  we  have  been  permitted  to  once  more  clasp 
each  other  by  the  hand,  and  to  renew'  our  pledges  of  fraternal 


love  and  affection,  remembering  that  the  same  hand  which  set  up 
the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  of  fire  by  night,  still  guides  and 
directs  all  our  ways,  and  whatever  of  joy  and  of  sorrow  has 
fallen  to  our  lot  during  the  past  year,  has  been  sent  by  a  hand 
which  ever  deals  kindly  with  those  who  love  and  serve  Him. 
If  we  have  failed  in  the  performanee  of  any  duty  which  it  was 
incumbent  upon  us  as  men  and  Masons  to  perform ;  if  we  have 
forgotten  the  solemn  vows  we  have  taken  to  love  our  fellow-men, 
and  to  do  good  for  the  mere  sake  of  doing  good,  let  us  here,  in 
the  presence  of  all  these  sacred  symbols  of  the  goodness  and 
glory  of  Him  whose  love  should  fill  all  our  hearts,  resolve  more 
assiduously  to  endeavor  to  discharge,  in  the  future,  the  holy 
vows  of  Masonry,  ‘  which  worketh  no  evil/  so  that  when  the 
river  shall  be  reached  we  may  be  ready  to  cross  over  and  join 
with  the  many  dear  friends  who  have  gone  on  before  us,  and 
be  admitted  within  the  holy  house  of  the  heavenly  temple  of 
our  God. 

“These  thoughts  suggest  and  prompt  the  inquiry,  are  we 
always  mindful  of  the  fact  that  we  are  Masons,  and  do  we 
realize  what  a  grand  thing  Masonry  is?  He  who  has  never 
grasped  the  fundamental  law  upon  which  Masonry  is  based,  and 
to  whom  it  is  not  a  continual  inspiration,  may  have  been  passed 
on  from  degree  to  degree,  until  he  has  reached  the  topmost  round 
of  the  ladder,  and  is  lost  in  the  grandeur  of  his  titles,  and 
nevertheless  he  is  but  a  Mason  in  name.  If  to  any  of  us 
Masonry  is  but  a  sentiment,  or  a  mere  idea,  we  have  fallen  far 
short  of  a  realization  of  its  true  glory,  and  the  work  it  has 
undertaken  to  perform.  We  may  mouth  over  the  ritual  until  we 
can  repeat  with  startling  accuracy  each  phrase,  and  yet  but  little 
more  is  accomplished  than  results  from  a  parrot’s  education.  It 
is  amazing  that  so  many  men  should  press  forward  to  enter  our 
sanctuaries,  and  still  more  so  that  they  should  gain  entrance, 
who  can  see  in  it  little  or  nothing  more  than  is  to  be  found  in 
every  social  organization. 

“Masonry  is  a  law  unchangeable  and  unceasing  in  its  opera¬ 
tion  ;  beneficent  in  its  aim,  it  proclaims  no  patent  creed,  and  sets 
up  no  code  of  morals  peeuliar  to  itself,  and  while  it  is  not  a 
religion,  it  is  the  superstructure  upon  which  all  true  religions 
are  erected.  That  law  is  the  divine  law  of  love,  which  inspires 
every  tender,  generous  and  gracious  emotion  of  the  human  affec¬ 
tions,  and  prompts  the  performance  of  every  duty,  and  was 
summarized  by  the  ffreat  Teacher  of  Israel  into  that  brief  but 
all  comprehensive  sentence:  ‘Do  unto  others  as  you  would  be 
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clone  by.’  If  all  of  Masonry  were  to  be  confined  to  the  Lodge 
or  Chapter  room,  if  its  sublime  teachings  do  not  find  a  lodgement 
in  our  breasts  and  are  not  carried  out  into  the  world  as  a  sure 
guide  in  all  our  transactions  with  our  fellows,  then  we  have  not 
been  prepared  in  our  hearts  to  receive  its  mysteries,  and  the  seeds 
sown  by  it  have  ‘fallen  upon  stony  ground.’ 

“When  I  so  often  hear  ot  Masons  who  are  negligent  of  their 
duties  as  such,  I  am  tempted  to  accuse  them  of  having  hearts  of 
stone,  tor  surely  no  man  ever  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  who, 
it  he  would,  could  not  find  in  its  forms  and  ceremonies  some¬ 
thing  to  make  him  a  better  man,  a  good  neighbor,  and  a  kind 
parent.  Companions,  let  us  be  sure  that  we  at  least  are  striving 
to  perform  our  duties  as  men  and  Masons,  with  brave  and  loyal 
hearts,  so  that  when  we  are  dead,  the  world  may  be  the  better 
because  of  our  having  lived  in  it. 

“I  indulged  the  hope,  when  we  parted  last  year,  that  with 
the  return  ot  better  days  I  would  be  able  to  present  my  con¬ 
gratulations  upon  a  revival  of  interest  in  the  branch  of  Masonry 
whose  interests,  through  your  kind  partiality,  were  then  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  charge,  but  the  result  has  been  disappointing. 

“Our  Chapters,  with  few  exceptions,  are  languishing,  and  a 
degree  of  apathy  has  fallen  upon  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  juris¬ 
diction,  which  it  would  be  folly  to  attempt  to  conceal,  even  if  it 
were  the  part  of  wisdom  to  do  so.  The  causes  of  this  condition 
ot  affairs  are  uot  of  easy  ascertainment,  though  it  is  believed 
that  it  all  the  material  which  has  been  worked  into  our  symbolic 
structure  had  received  the  same  careful  scrutiny  which  the  stones 
laid  into  the  walls  of  our  great  Masonic  prototype,  the  Temple 
ot  Solomon,  received  at  the  hands  of  the  inspectors,  we  would 
uot  now  be  lamenting  the  fact  that  in  some  places  our  walls  are 
crumbling  beneath  a  weight  which  the  use  of  improperly  prepared 
stones  has  not  given  it  the  requisite  strength  to  sustain. 

“  As  not  every  stone  is  suited  for  use  in  the  erection  of  a 
material  structure,  so  it  is  not  every  man  who  is  fitted  by  tem¬ 
perament  and  education  to  be  worked  into  our  symbolic  edifice. 
As  my  predecessor  so  well  said,  in  his  address  to  you  last  vear: 
Freemasonry  is  no  asylum  tor  the  profane.  It  is  not  an  insti¬ 
tution  ot  reform.  It  covets  no  such  distinction  as  this.  The 
standard  by  which  it  measures  a  man  is  perfection.  The  man 
who  would  be  made  a  Mason  must  first  be  prepared  in  heart,  and 
his  reception  into  the  Order  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 

him  a  good  man,  but  because  he  is  already  a  o'ood  man  and 

true. 
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“In  my  judgment,  the  unnecessary  multiplication  of  bodies 
has  produced  the  legitimate  result  which  ought  to  have  been 
foreseen.  Every  Chapter,  for  which  there  was  not  a  pressing 
necessity,  was  an  instrument  pregnant  with  danger  to  the  Craft. 
When  organizations  are  effected  there  must  be  something  for 
them  to  do,  and  the  natural  consequence  is  that  they  seek  for 
material,  instead  of  leaving  the  material  to  seek  them,  and  when 
the  number  of  candidates  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  a  sufficiency 
of  revenue  to  meet  the  expenses,  it  becomes  a  prime  necessity 
that  they  should  be  secured.  There  are  instances  when  this  has 
been  done  regardless  of  consequences,  and  it  is  believed  that 
many  men  have  found  their  way  into  the  Chapter  who  never 
would  have  entered  its  courts  but  for  the  fact  that  the  members 
have  stifled  their  scruples  in  order  to  replenish  a  depleted 
treasury. 

“  ‘  Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  frightful  mien, 

As  to  be  hated,  needs  hut  to  he  seen  ; 

Yet  seen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face, 

We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace.’ 

“There  is  another  danger  in  this  undue  multiplication  of 
Masonic  bodies  which  is  not  always  considered  when  a  dispensa¬ 
tion  is  applied  for;  that  is  the  effect  upon  neighboring  bodies, 
which  is  to  reduce  them  in  numbers  below  an  efficient  working 
standard,  and  to  draw  from  them  the  material  which  would 
otherwise  seek  admission  through  them.  Without  a  sufficient 
contributing  membership  to  provide  for  all  the  expenses  by 
assessments  which  are  not  burdensome,  candidates  must  be 
sought  for  or  else  the  expense  account  must  be  cut  down  to  a 
point  which  soon  produces  a  poverty-stricken  air  about  the 
Chapter  room  and  prohibits  the  replacement  of  paraphernalia 
which  has  become  worn  or  broken,  and  which,  if  prosperity 
reigned,  would  be  replaced.  The  eye  must  be  pleased  as  well  as 
the  mind,  and  when  the  dilapidation  reaches  a  certain  point 
there  are  many  whose  minds  are  so  constituted  that  they  quickly 
sympathize  with  the  general  appearance  of  things  around  them, 
and  in  turn  become  what  may  not  be  improperly  styled  dilapi¬ 
dated  Masons;  dismissions  follow,  to  add  to  the  other  calamities, 
and  only  a  few  of  the  most  zealous  remain  to  enjoy- their  faded 
grandeur.  The  candidates  receiving  their  degrees  in  such  a  body 
are  never  properly  impressed,  and  either  fail  altogether  to  have 
their  interest  excited  or  quickly  lose  whatever  interest  is  stimu¬ 
lated,  and  either  dimit  or  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  that  vast 
array  of  Masons  who  are  never  seen  within  the  Lodge  or  Chapter 


119 


room.  Just  as  ‘you  may  lead  a  horse  down  to  the  water  without 
being  able  to  make  it  drink/  so  you  may  pass  a  man  through 
every  Masonic  degree  without  being  able  to  make  a  Mason  of 
him,  except  in  name.  No  greater  injury  can  be  inflicted  upon 
the  fraternity  than  that  caused  by  the  initiation  of  a  man  who 
eventually  finds  his  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  indifferent  or  non¬ 
affiliates.  But  we  are  told  that  ‘it  is  a  hardship  to  make  a  man 
go  so  far  to  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  and  if  Masonry  is  a  good 
thing  we  cannot  have  too  much  of  it/ — two  pernicious  fallacies 
which  contain  seeds  that  in  too  many  instances  have  germinated 
the  rank  weed  of  destruction,  and  which,  if  permitted  to  grow, 
will  eventually  destroy  the  Order.  Whatever  is  easily  obtained 
is  never  appreciated,  is  the  answer  to  the  first;  and  the  second  is 
as  easily  disposed  of  by  the  fact  that  nothing  is  truer  than  that 
Masonry  was  not  intended  for  the  mass.  The  old  men  who, 
before  Masonic  bodies  were  erected  at  every  cross-roads,  went 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  their  Lodge  and  Chapter,  through  all 
sorts  of  weather,  were  zealous  and  active  Masons,  and  those  who 
remain  laugh  at  the  effeminacy  of  those  who  have  replaced  them 
in  the  active  duties  of  the  Order.  Every  intelligent  and  think¬ 
ing  Mason  knows  that  it  is  not  one  man  in  ten  who  is  so  consti¬ 
tuted  as  to  appreciate  the  Masonic  institution,  and  that  to  most 
men  its  rites  and  ceremonies  must  ever  remain  a  meaningless 
jargon. 

“  While  it  is  by  no  means  a  pleasing  thing  to  contemplate  the 
fact  that  so  many  of  our  Chapters  are  defunct,  I  cannot  think 
that  there  is  cause  for  despondency  or  alarm,  for  the  tide  is  as 
sure  to  turn  when  the  proper  amount  of  ebb  has  flown  out  to 
sea,  and  the  superfluity  of  Masons  have  flown  out  with  it,  as 
those  of  ocean  itself.  When  none  but  healthy  bodies  for  which 
there  is  a  necessity  to  justify  their  existence  remain,  then,  and 
not  until  then,  will  genuine  prosperity  return.  Let  the  dead 
wood  be  lopped  off,  and  the  sooner  the  better.  And  that  we  may 
not  again  pass  through  a  season  of  despondency  such  as  now 
exists  in  many  of  our  bodies,  let  us  take  care  that  henceforth  no 
dispensations  are  granted  for  new  Chapters  until  it  is  manifest 
that  there  is  something  more  than  the  personal  convenience  of 
the  petitioners  to  justify  their  creation .” 

Two  Dispensations  to  organize  new  Chapters,  one  at  Water¬ 
ford,  to  be  known  as  Bowen  R.  A.  Chapter;  and  one  at  Friars 
Point,  to  be  known  as  Friars  Point  Chapter. 
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The  G.  H.  P.  in  speaking  of  Masonic  Light  and  knowledge 
among  Masons  says: 

“The  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
are  usually  well  written,  and  are  replete  with  information  which 
is  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  fraternity,  but  how  many  persons 
have  an  opportunity  to  read  them?  All  Masons  profess  to  be 
searching  for  more  light,  and  no  intelligent  man  who  has  been 
properly  instructed  in  the  preliminary  steps,  can  fail  to  feel  a 
strong  degree  of  interest  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the  history  , 
literature,  law,  usages,  and  jurisprudence  of  Masonry.  The  more 
one  reads,  the  more  he  wants  to  read  when  he  has  once  entered 
upon  this  interesting  field  of  investigation.  A  knowledge  of  the 
ritual  is  certainly  very  commendable,  but  it  has  been  my  fortune 
to  know  some  men  who  could  confer  all  the  degrees  of  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  ‘just  as  they  received  them/  and  yet  who  never 
conceived  the  idea  that  it  was  not  all  verity  itself.  I  have  even 
heard  it  gravely  argued  that  there  must  be  some  mistake  about 
the  matter,  because  the  legend  of  the  Master's  Degree  was  not 
recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  and  that  in  some  mysterious  way  the 
account  of  the  interesting  events  therein  narrated  wrere  omitted 
by  the  translators.  All  their  lives  these  non-reading  Masons  are 

‘Dropping  buckets  into  empty  wells, 

And  growing  old  in  drawing  nothing  up,’ 

although  living  springs  are  bubbling  forth  within  easy  reach. 
There  are  but  few  men  who  are  capable  of  becoming  bright 
Masons  if  the  faculty  of  repeating  the  ritual  ‘word  for  word/  is 
the  true  test,  but  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  there  are  vast  num¬ 
bers  who  have  turned  away  unsatisfied  after  hearing  the  ritual 
repeated  a  few  score  times,  and  wffio  soon  thereafter  found  their 
way  into  the  ranks  of  that  noble  army  of  martyrs,  the  non¬ 
affiliates — disappointed  because  they  only  inspected  the  surface, 
and  never  suspected  that  there  is  a  vast  accumulation  of  wealth 
lying  beneath  the  symbols  which  Masonry  employs  to  conceal, 
rather  than  to  reveal,  its  choicest  treasures." 

The  death  of  Comp.  William  Cothran,  Judge  of  the  5th 
Judicial  District  of  the  State  was  announced,  and  a  fine  tribute 
paid  to  his  memory  as  a  man  and  a  Mason.  He  was  a  Past 
Grand  Master  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  State. 
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Also,  the  death  of  Comp.  Amos  Randall  Johnston,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  who  died  on  the  25th  day  of  June,  1879. 

• 

Also,  the  death  of  Comp.  Thomas  S.  Gathright,  Grand 
Orator  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  who  died  May  21st,  1880.  He 
was  Grand  Master  of  the  State  in  1868-9,  and  for  many  years 
High  Priest  of  his  Chapter.  We  should  be  pleased  to  quote 
largely  from  what  is  said  of  these  companions  but  space  will 
not  permit. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  an  increase  in  numbers 
of  fifty-eight  for  the  past  year,  the  total  membership  of  the 
Jurisdiction  is  1,521. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  good  balance  after  all  expenses 
paid,  $262.66. 

Comp.  Frederick  Speed,  of  Vicksburg,  was  re-elected  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Comp.  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary. 

•  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presented  their 
report.  Twenty-eight  Grand  Chapter  proceedings  being  re¬ 
viewed  by  Comp.  Phineas  M.  Savery,  Chairman.  The  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Pennsylvania  not  having  reached  the  Committee  we 
are  not  in  the  review.  We  quote  his  concluding  remarks 
believing  them  to  be  of  interest: 

“  Our  second,  and  we  presume  our  last,  Report  on  Correspon¬ 
dence  is  finished.  We  have  enjoyed  a  feast  of  good  things  in 
the  perusal  of  the  proceedings  that  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
receive,  and  we  regret  very  much  that  we  could  not  have  access 
to  all.  From  the  twenty-seven  copies  of  proceedings  of  as 
many  different  Grand  Chapters  we  have  culled  a  little  only  of 
the  valuable  information  therein  contained.  The  circumscribed 
goblet  furnished  by  the  Grand  Chapter  will  hold  but  a  few  drops 
of  the  nectar  that  in  some  Grand  Jurisdictions  bubbles  and  foams 
unrestrained  in  Herculean  beakers,  but  if  there  is  one  com¬ 
panion  of  our  Grand  Chapter  who  entertains  the  thought  that 
these  annual  reviews  are  worthless,  and  that  ’tis  time  misspent 
to  read  them,  we  ask  that  he  may  be  appointed  Reporter  for  the 
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Grand  Chapter  one  year,  and  that  he  be  required  to  inspect,  read 
and  comment  on  the  proceedings  submitted  to  him — then  we  are 
confident  that  be  he  ‘  ever  so  blind/  his  sight  will  be  restored ; 
‘ ever  so  deaf/  he  will  hear  again;  and  were  he  ‘aforetime  para¬ 
lyzed/  his  sense  of  feeling  would  be  renewed,  and  he  would 
ever  thereafter  esteem  it  a  privilege  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
enjoyed  in  Masonic  work.  If  he  admires  eloquence,  he  will  find 
the  genuine  article  in  many  of  the  addresses  of  the  Grand  High 
Priests;  is  he  charmed  with  poesy,  the  choicest  gems  have  been 
gathered,  and  Reports  on  Correspondence  are  studded  with  its 
brilliants.  Is  he  a  searcher  after  the  great  truths  that  to  so  many 
Companions  are  ever  hidden  from  view,  within  these  reports  the 
rubbish  has  been  often  removed  and  knowledge  shines  forth  as 
the  sun.  Is  he  a  stickler  for  Masonic  Law,  he  will  find  therein 
decisions  of  Masonic  giants  in  jurisprudence;  and  if  he  dreams 
that  his  forte  is  controversy,  there  he  can  find  ample  opportunity 
to  display  his  skill,  whether  it  be  with  the  reporter’s  broad¬ 
sword,  battle-ax,  lance  or  winged  arrow,  for  there  are  many 
veterans  in  the  ranks  of  the  Mutuals  whose  hacked  swords, 
dented  helmets  and  battered  shields  prove  them  to  be  ‘  no  car¬ 
pet  knights/  but  foemen  worthy  of  his  steel. 

“  To  our  Companion  Reporters  we  say  :  ‘  Peace  be  with  you? 
prosperity  attend  you ;  may  angels  guard  you  while  on  earth, 
and  may  we  be  enabled  through  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  to 
meet  hereafter,  an  unbroken  band  of  redeemed  Companions  be¬ 
neath  the  arch  of  Our  Father’s  throne  in  the  celestial  city  of 
God.’ 


MISSOURI. 


The  Grand  Chapter  held  its  thirty-fourth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  at  St.  Louis,  on  May  5th,  1881.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  James  E.  Cadle,  and  all  the  elective  Grand  Officers 
present. 


Fifty-four  Chapters  represented.  Seven  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  one  Past  Grand  King  and  one  Past  Grand  Scribe; 
together  with  twenty-five  Past  High  Priests  also  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address. 

A  new  Chapter,  called  Joplin  Chapter,  at  Joplin,  Jasper 
County,  was  granted  a  charter,  and  the  same  is  in  good  working 
order  and  condition. 

Dispensations  for  three  new  Chapters  were  also  granted,  one 
to  Flournoy  Chapter,  at  Linnius,  in  Linn  County.  Another 
to  Triune  Chapter  at  Wellsville,  Montgomery  County,  and  the 
third  to  Fayette  Chapter,  at  Fayette,  Howard  County. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  also  states: 

“  Diligent  enquiry  has  failed  to  discover  any  discord  to  mar 
our  onward  march.  Harmony  prevails  throughout  our  Juris¬ 
diction,  and  it  is  not  the  harmony  caused  by  lethargy  or  indif¬ 
ference,  but  a  commendable  spirit  of  fervency  and  zeal  that 
animates  the  Craft.  They  have  not  hung  their  harps  on  the 
willows,  or  sat  down  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon. 

“With  few  exceptions  the  laws  are  implicitly  obeyed,  and  in 
these  exceptions,  are  promptly  enforced.  This  favorable  con¬ 
dition  is  no  doubt  due  to  a  faithful  guarding  of  the  door  of  our 
Tabernacle.  Let  all  understand  that  purity  of  life  and  rectitude 
of  conduct  will  be  required  of  those  who  seek  admission,  and 
that  none  shall  stand  within  our  sacred  precincts,  or  surround 
our  alters,  but  those  That  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart; 
who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  soul  unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceit¬ 
fully.’” 
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The  Report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  the  handsome 
balance  of  $4,048.64. 

The  Grand  Chapter  on  May  3d,  1881,  was  incorporated  under 
the  Laws  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Comp.  Samuel  H.  Owens,  of  California,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  William  H.  Mayo,  of  St.  Louis,  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Wm. 
H.  Mayo,  Chairman.  He  seems  to  enter  upon  his  work  with 
regret  because  of  the  expense,  and  the  amount  of  work  in¬ 
volved.  He  says : 

“With  these  facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  and  a  glance  at  the 
huge  pile  of  pamphlets  before  us,  and  a  prospect  that  more  are 
to  come,  we  draw  a  long  breath  and  commence  the  work  as¬ 
signed  us.” 

He  reviews  forty  Grand  Jurisdictions,  Pennsylvania  being 
fraternally  and  approvingly  spoken  of. 


NEBRASKA. 


The  Proceedings  of  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  comes  to  us  tastefully  bound  in  carmine, 
with  a  Very  fine  steel  engraving  of  Alfred  G.  Hastings,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest.  The  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Fremont,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1880.  Most  of  the  Grand 
Officers  present.  Seventeen  Chapters  were  represented.  Five 
Past  Grand  High  Priests.  One  Past  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  and  thirteen  Past  High  Priests.  The  Grand  Chapter 
having  been  opened  in  ample  form.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address.  We  quote  as  follows : 


a  Another  Masonic  year,  with  its  swiftly-gliding  hours,  its 
bright  hopes,  and  its  busy  dreams,  has  passed  and  gone  forever. 
The  accounts  and  records  of  each  of  us,  and  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters  we  represent,  whether  of  neglect  and  adversity,  or  of 
improvement  and  prosperity,  have  been  closed  ;'and  we  have  now 
assembled  in  this  our  fourteenth  annual  convocation  to  review 
our  acts  and  labors  of  the  past  and  to  adopt  such  legislation  as 
will  best  promote  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  through¬ 
out  this  Grand  Jurisdiction;  and  to  one  and  all  I  extend  a  most 
hearty,  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting.  We  have  assembled 
around  this  holy  altar,  and  paid  homage  to  the  God  of  our 
fathers,  to  whom  should  ever  arise  from  off  the  altars  of  our 
hearts  paeons  of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  exclaiming,  f  For  He 
is  good,  for  His  mercy  endureth  forever.’  And  may  we,  one 
and  all,  implore  the  aid  and  counsel  of  the  great  I  AM  to  assist 
us  and  guide  our  deliberations,  that  we  may  faithfully  perform 
our  duties ;  so  that  when  this  convocation  shall  close,  and  the 
records  of  our  labors  go  out  to  the  craft,  we  may  receive  honor 
and  they  profit  thereby.  While  we  realize  that  the  year  just 
past  has  flown  so  quickly  by  and  left  us  all  a  year’s  march 
nearer  home,  and  while  we  remember  that  many  Companions 
during  that  time  have  been  called  from  their  labors  on  earth  to 
rest  and  refreshment  above,  yet  I  am  happy  to  say  that  none  of 
the  Officers  or  Past  Grand  Officers  of  this  Grand  Body  have 
thus  been  summoned  by  the  grim  tyrant  Death,  and  we  remain 
to-day  with  our  ranks  unbroken ;  and  I  congratulate  you,  Com¬ 
panions,  that  all  of  the  eminent  Masons  who  have  so  faithfully 
labored  as  your  Grand  High  Priests  are  with  us  still  to  aid  and 
assist  by  their  counsel  and  advice.  Yet  we  have  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death,  in  sister  jurisdictions,  of  several  dis¬ 
tinguished  members  of  the  Order,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  faithfully  reported  by  the  Grand  Representatives  of  those 
jurisdictions  near  this  Grand  Body.  During  the  Masonic  year 
just  closed  there  has  been  nothing  throughout  this  Grand  Juris¬ 
diction  to  call  for  any  particular  remark  or  labor  from  me,  and 
the  work  and  labors  of  my  predecessors  had  been  so  well  and 
faithfully  performed,  that  nothing  was  left  for  me  to  do  but  to 
become  ornamental,  and  nature  has  done  so  much  for  me  in  that 
direction  that  I  have  but  little  report  of  labors  performed  to 
present  for  your  consideration  and  approval.” 

The  decisions  of  Masonic  law  which  are  of  interest  are : 


“  1.  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  even  proper,  to  summon  a  com¬ 
panion,  who  is  under  suspension  by  his  Lodge,  to  show  cause 
why  he  should  not  be  suspended  by  the  Chapter. 

“2.  When  a  companion  is  suspended  by  his  Lodge  and 
Chapter  has  official  or  positive  knowledge  of  that  fact,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  High  Priest  to  order  his  suspension  to  be  entered 
upon  the  rolls  of  the  Chapter,  and  reported  as  such  on  the 
annual  returns,  when  the  subordinate  Chapter  would  be  relieved 
from  payment  of  Grand  Chapter  dues.” 

He  calls  especial  attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  in  the  following  approving  language: 

“  I  desire  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  is  before  you, 
and,  as  you  will  all  recognize,  is  from  the  pen  of  that  able 
writer  and  efficient  worker,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Edwin  F. 
Warren;  and  although  the  labor  in  preparing  these  reports  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  is  Gong  and  tedious,’  and  the  travel 
through  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  is 
‘  rugged  and  dangerous,’  yet  he  has  overcome  every  obstacle  and 
braved  every  danger,  and  presented  us  a  report  of  which  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska  may  be  justly  proud,  and  I  but 
express  the  desire  of  every  member  who  reads  it,  and  we  hope 
all  will.  May  he  long  continue.” 

And  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft  he  savs : 

«/ 

“  While  most  of  our  Chapters  during  the  past  year  have  given 
good  evidence  of  their  growth  and  prosperity,  of  the  activity 
and  zeal  which  actuated  them  in  the  organization  of  their 
Chapters,  and  their  numbers  are  being  constantly  augmented  by 
Masons  from  the  older  states,  as  well  as  by  exaltations  in  the 
Chapters,  yet  some  of  our  number  have  but  a  feeble  and  sickly 
existence,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  officers  and  members  to 
attend  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Chapter;  and  this  neglect 
and  consequent  death  of  the  Chapter  is  so  apparent  in  some 
cases  as  to  require  some  decisive  action  by  this  Grand  Chapter, 
and  we  hope  that  some  action  will  be  taken  that  will  cause  them 
to  renew  their  activity  and  thus  revive  their  almost  dead  Chap¬ 
ters,  or  surrender  their  charters. 

“  While  we  recognize  the  fact  that  the  strength  of  our  insti¬ 
tution  is  not  in  its  numbers,  but  in  the  moral  worth  and  zeal  of 


its  members,  yet  dead  and  dormant  Chapters,  like  non-affi Hated 
members,  are  barnacles  upon  the  body  of  Masonry  and  should 
be  promptly  dealt  with.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  presented  the  following’ 
Report,  which  shows  how  careful  our  Nebraska  Companions 
are  in  reference  to  the  affiliation  of  Companions  from  foreign 
jurisdictions,  which  we  heartily  approve. 

“The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  which  have  beeu  re¬ 
ferred  the  certificate  papers  and  petition  of  Companion  John  E. 
Kidd,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  would  report. 

“It  seems  from  such  papers  that  Companion  Kidd  was  (or  is) 
a  member  of  Washington  Chapter,  No.  39,  Virginia;  that  he 
has  for  some  time  since  been  a  resident  within  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Red  Cloud  Chapter,  No.  19,  in  this  State,  and  is  desirous  of 
becoming  a  member  thereof  by  affiliation;  that  Washington 
Chapter,  No.  39,  of  Virginia,  ‘by  operation  of  law  was  declared 
suspended,  in  1878/  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia;  that  in 
1879  said  subordinate  Chapter  was  duly  declared  ‘extinct.’  It 
would  seem  there  is  no  provision  in  the  laws  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Virginia  whereby  dimits  can  be  issued  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  defunct  Chapters.  Before  us  is  a  letter  from  R.  E. 
Companion  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Secretary,  in  which  he  writes : 

“  ‘By  operation  of  law  it  (Washington  Chapter,  No.  39)  was 
declared  suspended  in  1878,  and  extinct  in  1879.  I  cherish  the 
hope  that  this  official  declaration  of  the  present  non-existence  of 
Washington  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  39,  will  remove  the 
difficulties,  and  permit  Companion  Kidd  to  carry  out  his  very 
laudable  desire  to  become  an  affiliated  Royal  Arch  Mason  in 
your  Grand  Jurisdiction.’  And  in  a  letter  written  to  Companion 
Kidd  by  Companion  Isaacs,  occurs  the  following: 

“  ‘  I  have  no  authority  to  issue  a  demit  to  members  of  extinct 
Chapters.  In  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  they  are  not  regarded  as 
at  all  essential.  The  only  penalty  assumed  by  a  Chapter  in 
electing  to  membership  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  hailing  from 
another  Chapter,  is  the  assumption  of  any  dues  which  may 
stand  against  him  on  the  books  of  that  Chapter.’ 

“  These  letters  are  no  doubt  authentic,  although  not  attested 
by  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia.  But  in  view  of 
the  uncertainty  of  the  status  and  liabilities  of  Companion  Kidd, 
we  deem  it  unwise  to  advise  this  Grand  Chapter  that  the  docu¬ 
ments  presented  by  Companion  Kidd  for  our  consideration  are 
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equivalent  to  a  demit;  nor  are  we  willing  to  advise  Red  Cloud 
Chapter  to  accept  as  a  member  one  over  whom  hang  unknown 
liabilities,  with  the  possibility  hereafter  of  having  a  conflict  of 
jurisdiction.  It  is  better  that  Companion  Kidd  be  denied  for  a 
little  time  the  privileges  of  membership  here  than  to  run  the 
risk  of  complications. 

“We  therefore  recommend  that  the  papers  be  referred  to  the 
Grand  Secretary,  with  instructions  to  procure,  if  possible,  from 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  an  official  declaration  of  the 
status  of  Companion  Kidd,  and  the  issuing  of  such  papers  to 
him  as  will  enable  him  to  trace  his  genealogy  with  more  par¬ 
ticularity.” 

The  annual  election  resulted  in  selecting  Comp.  H.  Baxter 

Nicodemus  for  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Comp.  William  R. 

Bowen  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary7. 

•/ 

\ 

The  following  Resolution  was  passed : 

u  Resolved ,  That  the  Chapters  subordinate  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska  be  directed  to  require  of  all 
visitors  for  examination  from  other  jurisdictions,  prior  to  admis  ¬ 
sion,  a  declaration  in  the  following  words:  ‘I  do  not  stand 
suspended  or  expelled  for  any  cause  whatever,  neither  has  my 
name  been  stricken  from  the  roll  of  members,  nor  have  I  been 
suspended  from  membership  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  my 
Lodge  of  Master  Masons,  or  my  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons.’  ” 

The  city  of  Lincoln  was  selected  as  the  place  of  the  next  an¬ 
nual  convocation. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
written  by  the  chairman,  Edwin  F.  Warren,  in  which  he  reviews 
thirty-six  Grand  Chapters.  The  Report  is  ably  and  fearlessly 
written.  We  should  be  glad  to  speak  of  many  things  contained 
therein,  but  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  his  review  of  our  own 
jurisdiction.  In  reference  to  the  rule  adopted  by  Pennsylvania, 
to  require  of  all  visitors  for  examination  from  other  jurisdictions, 
prior  to  admission,  a  declaration  that  they  do  not  stand  sus¬ 
pended  or  expelled,  etc.,  he  says  :  • 
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“  This  is  the  same  resolution  subsequently  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  California,  hereinbefore  referred  to,  and  which 
Companions  Drummond,  Schultz,  and  a  few  ethers  perhaps, 
denounce  as  unmasonic,  unfraternal,  and  harsh.  We  have 
expressed  our  views  hereon  at  some  length  u^der  Maine  and 
Maryland,  and  will  only  refer  to  what  we  have  there  said.  We 
commend  the  resolution  and  deem  it  wise.  A  ‘  suspension 
from  membership  ’  is  nearly  analogous  to  definite  suspension, 
and  no  Grand  Lodge  has  the  power  to  declare  a  Mason  under 
such  sentence  to  be  in  good  standing :  and  if  Maine  does  so  de¬ 
clare,  we  are  not  bound  to  accept  their  doctrine  as  law.” 

In  regard  to  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  he  says 
that  they  are  not  elected,  but  that  the  executive  appoints  one  or 
more,  as  he  sees  fit,  and  then  says :  “  One  of  these  resigned 
during  his  term  of  office,  and  his  resignation  was  accepted.” 
The  following  questions  are  then  asked :  “  Had  he  been  installed, 
and  could  the  Grand  High  Priest  remove  for  cause?”  We 
reply  for  our  Companion’s  information  that  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests  are  not  installed,  and  the  Grand  High 
Priest  can  remove  them  at  pleasure. 


NEVADA. 


This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Eighth  Annual  Grand  Convoca¬ 
tion  at  Masonic  Hall,  City  of  Virginia,  on  the  13th  day  of 
June,  1881.  Most  of  the  Grand  Officers  present  ;  together  with 
three  Grand  High  Priests,  one  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
one  Past  Grand  Treasurer,  and  nine  Past  High  Priests.  All  the 
Constituent  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction  were  represented.  The 
Grand  Chapter  being  opened  in  ample  form,  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest,  Frank  Bell,  presented  his  Annual  Address, 
from  which  we  quote: 

“As  we  arise  from  our  Sacred  Altar,  let  us  remember  the 
gratitude  due  the  Author  of  our  being  for  the  manifold  blessings 
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we  have  enjoyed  in  the  year  that  is  passed,  and  especially  that 
we  are  again  permitted  to  meet  with  unbroken  numbers. 

“We  have  come  to  learn  wisdom  and  truth,  as  taught  by  our 
beloved  Holy  Royal  Arch;  let  us  then,  one  and  all,  implore  the 
aid  and  counsel  of  the  Great  I  Am  to  grant  unto  us  these  bless¬ 
ings  :  that  we  may  beautify  and  strengthen  our  Order ;  that  we 
may  correct  our  errors,  if  errors  we  have  made,  and  that  we  may 
legislate  so  that  in  the  future  we  may  arrive  nearer  to  perfection.” 

■vi*  ■st'  -vU  >1*  4/ 

'T  T  'T  T"  '■{'•  ■'!>  'T'  -’p  'l' 

“  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  depression  in  business  matters 
throughout  this  Jurisdiction,  yet .  affairs  with  the  Constituent 
Chapters  have  been  prosperous  even  beyond  my  expectations. 
While  we  have  lost  members,  we  have  gained  others,  so  that  our 
roll  of  membership  will  show  little,  if  any,  falling  off.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  Report  shows  a  good  balance  on  hand. 

The  Election  of  Grand  Officers  resulted  in  re-electing  the 
Grand  Officers,  who  were  all  duly  installed. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
John  D.  Hammond,  Chairman,  is  a  carefully  prepared  report. 
To  Pennsylvania  he  gives  a  page  of  finely  printed  matter.  He 
pretends  not  to  understand  Companion  Meyer's  explanation  in 
regard  to  Pennsylvania  Law  in  reference  to  a  rejected  candidate, 
and  says:  “It  is  not  Companion  Meyer's  fault  if  the  following 
(quoting  the  explanation)  is  not  perfectly  clear.  A  Philadelphia 
lawyer  may  understand  the  exact  rights  of  a  rejected  candidate, 
but  let  no  common  soul  attempt  to  master  the  intricacies  of  the 
Pennsylvania  law.  Reason  is  too  valuable.” 

To  us  in  Pennsylvania,  who  work  under  that  system,  as  ex¬ 
plained  by  our  Companion,  the  explanation  is  perfectly  clear. 
It  needs  no  “  Philadelphia  lawyer ”  to  unravel  its  mysteries,  and 
any  of  our  “  common  souls ”  find  no  intricacies  to  master.  It 
requires  no  effort  of  “reason.”  The  law  here  is  simply  as  stated, 
and  it  works  well  and  produces  harmony  with  the  Craft. 


\ 


131 


NEW  YORK. 


The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter  looks  formidable 
from  the  size  of  the  volume,  and  we  turn  it  over  to  find  212 
pages  of  closely  printed  matter.  It  is  neatly  bound  in  yellow, 
and  presents  the  history  of  the  eighty-fourth  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation,  which  was  held  at  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  1st  day 
of  February,  1881.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  present 
with  all  the  Grand  Officers.  Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
and  one  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  One  hundred  and 
eighty-one  Subordinate  Chapters  were  represented,  and  twenty- 
eight  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Surelv 
with  this  splendid  array  it  must  have  been  good  to  be  there. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  began. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  William  T.  Woodruff,  pre¬ 
sented  his  Annual  Address,  which  is  thirty  pages  in  length  of* 
printed  matter. 

In. regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  he 
says : 

a  We  have  reason  to  be  profoundly  grateful  to  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe  for  the  many  and  various  blessings 
vouchsafed  to  us  since  we  last  assembled  in  annual  convocation. 
The  products  of  the  soil  have  been  exceptionably  abundant; 
steady  employment  for  the  masses  of  our  people,  with  remuner¬ 
ative  compensation  has  been  the  rule,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
cares  and  excitements  incident  to  a  national  political  contest, 
the  majority  of  the  Chapters  of  the  State  have  enjoyed  in¬ 
creasing  prosperity.  Nothing  calculated  to  seriously  disturb  the 
good  will  and  fraternal  harmony  which  should  ever  subsist  amonu 
Royal  Arch  Masons  has  been  reported  to  me.  I  therefore  urge 
that  we  should  enter  upon  the  business  of  this  annual  convoca¬ 
tion  with  the  fullest  expression  of  our  humble  and  hearty  thanks. 
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and  with  a  united  prayer  for  a  continuance  of  the  Divine  favor 
and  blessing.” 

On  questions  of  Masonic  Law  we  can  but  approve  the 
following : 

“In  the  disposal  of  questions  of  Masonic  government  in¬ 
tended  to  be  permanent  in  their  character,  and  to  serve  as  guides 
for  the  government  of  the  Royal  Arch  Craft  in  the  future,  the 
Grand  Chapter  itself  should  pass  upon  them,  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  should  be  only  too  willing  to  accept  the  superior 
judgment  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Royal  Arch  Craft  as¬ 
sembled  to  deliberate  in  annual  convocation.” 

We  quote  the  following  decision,  one  of  seventeen  made  by 
the  M.  E.  High  Priest: 

“‘Can  the  High  Priest,  with  two  members  of  his  Chapter  and 
six  visiting  companions,  receive  petitions,  ballot  for  candidates, 
and  transact  the  business  of  the  Chapter  in  general?’ 

“I  decided  this  question  in  the  negative;  and  further  decided 
that  while  the  High  Priest,  the  King,  or  the  Scribe,  and  eight 
visiting  companions  may  open  a  Chapter  and  confer  degrees,  it 
requires  the  presence  of  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  to  trans¬ 
act  any  other  business.  Since  this  decision  was  rendered,  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  has  incorporated 
in  its  Constitution  the  following:  ‘Section  44. — For  all  pur¬ 
poses  except  opening  and  closing  a  Chapter  and  conferring 
degrees,  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  are  necessary  to  constitute 
a  quorum.’  ” 

The  practice  in  Pennsylvania  is,  three  companions,  of  which 
the  High  Priest,  King,  or  Scribe,  must  be  one,  can  open  or 
close  a  Chapter,  but  the  degrees  cannot  be  conferred  unless  six 
Royal  Arch  Masons  are  present. 

We  quote  the  following  as  a  question  of  general  interest: 

“ ,  What  is  the  status  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  a 
Chapter  in  New  York,  who  is  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  view  of  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York, 
forbidding  Masonic  intercourse  with  Masons  hailing  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut.’ 
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“This  question  gave  me  more  embarrassment  than  any  other 
that  I  have  been  asked  to  pass  upon ;  but  after  a  careful  exami¬ 
nation  of  all  the  considerations  involved,  I  decided  that  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  Chapter  in  New  York,  who  is  also  a  member  of  a  Lodge 
in  Connecticut,  should  be  denied  admission  to  ..the  convocations 
of  his  Chapter  so  long  as  the  Grand  Lodge  edict  of  non-inter¬ 
course  shall  continue  in  force,  and  the  companion  continue  to 
hold  his  membership  in  the  Connecticut  Lodge. 

“  I  held  that  every  Master  Mason,  owing  allegiance  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  is  in  duty  bound  to  his  covenant 
to  obev  its  edicts  or  those  of  the  Grand  Master.  And  his  cove- 
nant  should  be  observed  as  conscientiously  in  the  parlors  and 
upper  stories  of  the  Masonic  edifice,  as  in  the  basement  or  recep¬ 
tion  rooms.  It  requires  seven  degrees  to  make  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  three  of  these  degrees  are  conferred  in  a  body  of  Masons 
over  which  Royal  Arch  Chapters  or  Grand  Chapters  have  not 
the  slightest  control.  We,  as  Royal  Arch  Jasons,  build  our 
part  of  the  edifice  on  a  foundation  which  may  be  removed  with¬ 
out  our  consent,  and  if  removed  the  whole  structure  must  fall. 
The  advance  of  a  brother  in  a  Chapter,  to  the  degree  of  Royal 
Arch,  never  did,  and  never  will  relieve  him  from  the  obligations 
voluntarily  assumed  in  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons.  So  long  as 
he  holds  his  membership  in  his  Lodge,  he  is  subject  to  the  edicts 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  those  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  if  such 
edicts  disable  him  in  the  higher  grades  of  Masonry  he  must 
quietly  submit  or  violate  his  covenant.  The  executive  of  every 
Grand  Chapter  is  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  his  symbolic 
Lodge,  and  he  may  therein  be  expelled  for  unmasonic  conduct; 
and  if  lawfully  expelled,  the  gavel  of  authority  in  his  Grand 
Chapter  falls  from  his  hand,  and  he  ceases  to  be  recognized  as 
even  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  These  propositions,  which  I  deem 
to  be  incontrovertible,  guided  me  in  making  the  decision  which 
I  have  rendered  on  this  difficult  question,  to  the  end  that  I  might 
protect  the  rights  of  the  great  mass  of  the  members  of  the 
Chapters  of  this  State;  said  Chapters  being  composed  almost 
exclusively  of  Masons  owing  true  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  * 
of  New  York.” 

On  the  question  of  non-affiliation  he  says: 

“I  now  take  occasion  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  a  few 
thoughts  which  occurred  to  me  while  considering  the  matter 
embraced  in  decision  number  four,  on  the  subject  of  the  unaf- 
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filiation  of  Master  Masons  in  their  Lodges,  and  of  the  proper 
standing  of  all  such  who  are  members  of  Chapters  in  this 
jurisdiction. 

'  “A  brother  who  has  ascended  the  grades  of  the  York  Kite  of 
Masonry,  owes  an  allegiance  primarily  to  the  symbolic  Lodge 
and  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  secondarily  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter  and  to  its  governing  body;  and  lastly  to  the  Commandery 
and  the  Grand  Commandery;  and  the  Grand  Chapter  is  in  duty 
bound  to  recognize  the  status  of  every  Master  Mason  as  fixed  by 
his  Grand  Lodge.  And  if  the  penalty  provided  in  the  Consti¬ 
tutions  of  symbolic  Masonry  for  the  non-payment  of  annual 
dues  to  the  subordinate  Lodge  be  suspension,  the  effect  of  such 
suspension  must  be  recognized  by  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and 
a  companion  so  suspended  must  lose  all  his  rights  and  privileges 
as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  during  the  term  of  such  suspension. 
There  can  be  no  deviation  from  this  rule,  so  long  as  Royal  Arch 
Masons  admit  the  binding  force  of  their  covenants  as  Master 
Masons.  If  the  penalty,  as  provided  by  the  Grand  Lodge  Con¬ 
stitutions,  for  non-payment  of  dues  be  unaffiliation,  and  the 
same  Constitutions  fix  certain  disabilities  for  non-affiliation,  all 
such  regulations  should  be  respected  in  their  full  force  and 
effect  bv  all  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  and  more  especially  by  Grand 
Chapters. 

“It  therefore  follows  that,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York, 
by  its  Constitution,  as  a  penalty  for  non-affiliation  for  one  year 
or  more,  forbids  a  brother  thus  unaffiliated  to  visit  a  Lodge  or  to 
join  in  Masonic  processions,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York 
cannot,  in  my  opinion,  too  quickly  declare,  by  edict  or  by  regu¬ 
lation,  that  the  disability  thus  imposed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  must 
attach  to  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  their  Chapters,  who  occupy  the 
status  of  unaffiliation  in  a  symbolic  Lodge  for  one  year  or  more, 
and  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  visit  their  own  or  any  other 
Chapter  while  their  status  so  continues.  More  especially  should 
this  be  the  rule  to  apply  to  those  who  neglected  or  refused  to 
discharge  the  obligations  due  to  their  Lodges,  and  have  been 
unaffiliated  as  a  penalty  therefor. 

“  The  government  of  Masons  of  the  York  Rite  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  New  York,  in  all  the  grades,  should  be  harmonious 
among  the  governing  bodies,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
York  ought  not  to  expect  that  the  Grand  Commandery  shall 
recognize  the  status  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  as  fixed  by  the 
Grand  Chapter,  unless  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  itself  recognize 
the  status  of  Master  Masons  as  fixed  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 


“  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  many  Masons  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  New  York,  who  have  used  the  Lodges  and  Chapters  as 
stepping-stones,  to  enable  them  to  ascend  the  Masonic  edifice, 
secure  the  orders  of  Knighthood,  and  enroll  themselves  in  the 
ranks  of  Commanderios  of  Knight  Templars,  ..many  of  whom 
are  not  now  members  of  either  Lodge  or  Chapter,  and  some  of 
whom  have  been  unaffiliated  in  their  Lodges  and  suspended  in 
their  Chapters  for  non-payment  of  dues.  This  state  of  things 
is  a  dark  blot  upon  the  fair  fame  of  Masonry  in  the  Empire 
State,  and  should  be  terminated  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the 
governing  bodies  should  see  to  it  that  by  proper  regulations  gov¬ 
erning  the  whole  subject,  the  future  will  show  a  radical  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  evil. 

“  This  Grand  Chapter  should  do  all  that  lies  within  its  power 
and  authority,  consistently  with  Masonic  duty,  to  exalt  the  good 
name  and  financial  prosperity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York, 
and  in  like  manner  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  York  should, 
in  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  Masonic  comity  and  justice,  be 
willing  to  so  construe  its  law  as  to  fully  recognize  the  status  ot 
Royal  Arch  Masons  as  fixed  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  thereby, 
in  a  large  degree,  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  \Tork,  and,  at  the  same  time,  assist  in  bringing 
about  a  state  of  harmonious-  co-operation  among  the  governing 
bodies  of  our  beloved  Rite,  in  the  largest  Masonic  jurisdiction 
on  this  continent.” 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  deficit  of  $526.82, 
and  in  looking  over  the  items  one  could  but  conclude  that  the 
affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  run  on  a  very  high  scale. 

Companion  Lewis  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence: 

u Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  be  requested 
to  consider  and  report  to  the  Grand  Chapter  what  constitutes 
c  good  Masonic  standing/  and  what  is  the  effect  upon  a  companion 
of  being  ‘ unaffiliated.’  ” 

On  this  subject  the  Committee,  in  their  report,  are  divided; 
the  majority  report  being: 

“ Decision  No.  4  is  to  the  effect  that  an  unaffiliated  Mason  is 
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not  a  Mason  in  good  standing,  and  therefore,  under  section  53  of 
the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  not  eligible  to  the 
Chapter  degrees  until  he  shall  have  acquired  membership  in 
some  Lodge  of  Master  Masons.  Germane  to  the  subject  is  a 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  directing  this  committee  to 
inquire  what  coustitutes  good  standing,  and  what  is  the  effect  of 
unaffiliation. 

“  On  the  question  here  put  at  issue,  the  committee  are  hope¬ 
lessly  divided.  The  majority  hold  that  unaffiliation,  when 
inflicted  for  non-payment  of  dues,  is  a  penalty  which  deprives 
the  brother  of  good  standing,  and  renders  him  ineligible  to 
Royal  Arch  Masonry,  while  a  voluntary  unaffiliate  is  not  thus 
affected.  This  is  going  farther  than  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  who  does  not  attempt  any  classification,  but  includes 
all  unaffiliates  as  lacking  the  requisite  qualification  for  the  good 
standing  required  by  section  53  of  our  Constitution. 

The  minority  of  the  committee,  including  the  chairman,  most 
earnestly  protest  that  the  penalty  of  unaffiliation  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues  does  not  affect  the  standing  of  a  brother  in  the 
Craft,  until  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  months  from  the  time  such 
penalty  is  inflicted.  Our  respected  Grand  High  Priest  bases 
his  decision  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which 
is  very  properly  acknowledged  as  the  only  authority  to  fix  the 
status  of  Master  Masons.  That  instrument  provides  that  a 
Lodge  may  enact  a  by-law  providing  a  penalty  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  which  penalty  shall  be  unaffiliation ;  and  it  also  provides 
that  a  brother  clear  of  the  books,  and  against  whom  no  charges 
are  pending,  may  demand  and  must  be  accorded  non-affiliation. 
In  the  minds  of  a  portion  of  the  committee,  there  appears  to  be 
a  distinction  between  a  voluntary  and  compulsory  unaffiliate ; 
but  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution  makes  no  distinction,  section 
42  says:  ‘Any  unaffiliated  Mason  remaining  for  one  year  or 
more  within  this  jurisdiction  shall  not  be  allowed  to  visit  any 
Lodge/  etc.  The  minority  of  the  committee  most  distinctly 
and  emphatically  deny  the  right  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
to  give  a  direction  to  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  not  warranted 
by  the  text  itself.  The  law  does  not  inquire  how  or  why  a 
brother  has  become  unaffiliated,  but,  being  in  that  condition,  it 
gives  all  alike  a  term  of  grace  within  which  to  redeem  the  disa¬ 
bility,  whether  voluntary  or  the  result  of  failure  to  comply 
with  the  by-laws.  It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  this  com¬ 
mittee,  or  the  Grand  Chapter  itself,  has  no  authority  to  amend 
or  construe  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  hence 


whatever  is  decided  can  only  be  a  matter  ot  opinion;  and^ 
therefore,  the  most  simple  way  out  of  the  difficulty  would  be 
for  the  Grand  Chapter  to  so  amend  its  Constitution  as  to  forbid 
Chapters  from  receiving  the  petition  of  any  brother  not  in 
actual  affiliation  with  a  Lodge  at  the  time  his  -petition  is  pre¬ 
sented. ” 

The  minority  report  being : 

“The  question  involved  is:  ‘Does  unaffiliation  under  the 
present  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  impair  the  good  standing  of  a 
Master  Mason  ?  ’ 

“The  good  standing  of  a  Mason  depends  on  his  relations,  1st,, 
to  the  Craft;  2dly,  to  his  Lodge. 

“If  a  brother  fails  to  perform  his  duty,  so  as  to  bring  upon 
himself  the  disciplinary  action  of  Masonic  law  for  the  com¬ 
mission  of  a  crime,  or  to  subject  him  to  any  penalty  known  to 
the  Constitution  and  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge  prescribed 
for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  his  Masonic  standing  is  impaired. 
For  non-payment  of  dues  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of 
New  York  has  prescribed  that  there  may  be  a  penalty,  and  that 
the  penalty  shall  be  unaffiliation ,  as  for  the  failure  to  perform  the 
duty  prescribed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge,  and  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  unaffiliation  for  this  cause  a  Mason’s  good  standing  is 
lost.  The  member  who  will  not  pay  his  dues  is  driven  out  of 
his  affiliation.  A  penalty  is  thus  imposed  which  has  incidents 
other  than  those  recited  in  section  42;  he  must  clear  himself 
of  the  cloud  which  rests  upon  his  record  as  a  Master  Mason 
before  he  can  be  in  all  respects  a  free  Mason — before,  for  in¬ 
stance,  he  can  affiliate  with  a  Lodge.  A  brother  who  becomes 
unaffiliated  by  his  own  act  is  not  under  a  penalty,  and  for  one 
year  at  least  his  standing  as  a  Mason  is  not  impaired. 

“As  a  consequence  of  these  propositions,  a  brother  unaffiliated 
for  non-payment  of  dues,  not  being  in  good  standing,  cannot  be 
received  as  a  candidate  for  the  Chapter  degrees.  A  brother 
dropped  from  the  roll  of  his  Lodge,  at  his  own  request,  may 
for  one  year  thereafter  be  accepted  as  a  candidate  for  capitular 
degrees.” 

The  Report  being  under  consideration,  the  Grand  Chapter 
passed  the  following  resolution,  which  seems  to  settle  one  thing 
at  least: 
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“  Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  sustains  the  decision  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  that  an  unaffiliated  Master  Mason  is  not 
in  good  standing.” 

The  annual  election  resulted  in  re-electing  M.  E.  William  T. 
Woodruff,  as  Grand  High  Priest,  and  R.  E.  Christopher  G. 
Fox,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
we  presume,  is  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Darius  A.  Ogden,  but  is 
signed  by  all  the  Committee.  It  is  a  well-written  report  and 
contains  matter-  both  new  and  old  as  stated  in  the  opening  words 
of  the  report.  The  Committee  went  to  their  work  with  the 
avowed  purpose,  to  use  their  language : 

“ To  renew  old,  and  form  new  acquaintances;  to  compare 
views,  and  gain  information;  to  combat  error,  if  any  be  found, 
and  defend  principle  and  right  if  trenched  upon  or  assailed ;  to 
uphold  the  truth,  obtain  knowledge,  and  disseminate  light 
among  the  sixteen  thousand  and  more  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
within  the  limits  of  this  jurisdiction.” 

The  Committee  take  up  and  discuss  fearlessly  many  questions, 
all  of  which  are  presented  in  the  Reports  of  the  various  juris¬ 
dictions,  and  we  can  see  little  therein  to  which  we  can  seriously 
object. 

On  the  Resolution  under  the  head  of  Alabama,  in  reference  to 
profane  language  and  intemperance  in  the  use  of  strong  drink, 
selling  the  same  to  others  and  gambling,  by  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  the  Committee  make  use  of  the  following  lan¬ 
guage  : 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  following  resolution ;  and 
we  confess  ourself  much  at  a  loss  to  distinguish  between  the  hein¬ 
ousness  of  the  offense  of  him  who  retails  alcoholic  liquors  and 
of  him  who  wholesales  it,  yet  this  distinction  is  drawn  in  the 
resolution.  We  might  go  further  and  also  denounce  him  who 
hauls  or  transports  the  article,  and  him  who  sells  the  corn,  or 
rye  or  wheat  to  the  distiller  who  manufactures  it.  We  are  as 
much  opposed  to  its  improper  use  as  any  one,  and  have  as  little 
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use  for  the  druukard  as  any  one,  but  we  think  that  the  consu¬ 
mer,  not  the  seller,  is  to  blame.  There  are  none  of  the  gifts  of 
God  to  man,  the  inordinate  and  improper  use  of  which  will  not 
prove  injurious  and  degrading.” 

For  fear  that  some  may  be  misled  by  the  last  two  sentences 
of  the  above,  implying  that  strong  drink  is  one  of  the  gifts  of 
God  to  man,  and  that  the  seller  of  liquor  is  not  to  blame,  we 
must  differ  from  our  Companions  on  these  points.  We  can  but 
think  that  the  one  who  puts  the  bottle  to  his  brothers’  lips  is 
much  to  blame.  He  has,  at  least,  a  Woe  pronounced  against 
him ;  while  on  the  other  hand  it  is  said  no  drunkard  can  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  The  fact  is,  both  are  culpable, 
and  we  should  love  to  see  the  time  when  all  Roval  Arch 
Masons  shall  look  upon  this  evil  just  in  the  light  of  our  Com¬ 
panions  from  Alabama  and  Oregon,  and  denounce  it  as  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  Regulations  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  dis¬ 
creditable  to  the  Craft.  As  to  the  implication  that  strong 
drink  is  one  of  the  gifts  of  God  to  man,  we  think  our  Com¬ 
panions  have  used  these  words  without  serious  thought.  They 
could  not  have  meant  all  that  this  language  implies,  and  we 
drop  it  with  but  little  comment.  Strong  drink,  like  many  other 
things  in  the  world,  is  made  by  man,  not  God,  and  the  habit 
of  using  them  comes  through  his  own  sinfulness  or  lust. 

We  cannot  go  into  all  the  good  things,  or  bad  either,  that  are 
said  by  the  Committee.  They  report  and  review  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  thirty-  eight  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  being  among 
the  number,  and  in  respect  to  our  refusal  to  become  subservient 
to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  we  quote,  without  comment, 
what  is  said : 

“  Pennsylvania  is  among  the  oldest  of  the  Grand  Chapters. 
She  embraces  and  has  cherished  some  of  the  best  minds  of  the 
State  and  nation;  and  why  she  should  so  tenaciously  adhere  to 
her  isolation  and  boasted  independence  is  a  mystery,  as  well  as 
a  matter  of  regret,  to  us.  Good  to  herself  and  to  the  Craft 
elsewhere  would  follow  the  union  of  the  Keystone  State 
with  those  who  owe  allegiance  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 


140 


the  United  States.  Independence  is  important  and  desira¬ 
ble,  but  all  of  it  that  is  necessary  and  manly  may  be  retained 
with  the  advantage  and  pleasure  of  union.  With  the  Keystone 
State,  together  with  the  state  that  boasts  of  being  the  (  Mother 
of  Presidents/  and  Texas,  once  the  ‘  Lone  Star  State/  but  which 
is  now  almost  an  empire,  united  in  friendship  and  unity  with 
many  other  great  States — we  say,  with  these  united  in  the 
strong  but  gentle  and  kindly  bonds  of  fraternity,  without  power 
to  absorb  or  do  harm,  but  with  purpose,  will  and  authority  to 
harmonize  and  protect,  we  think  would  be  beneficial  to  all ;  but, 
desirable  as  this  might  be,  we  fear  The  wish  is  father  to  the 
thought/  However,  in  or  out  of  the  Union,  we  shall  always 
respect  the  Craft  and  hail  as  such  the  companions  of  all  these 
States.” 

We  cannot  close  this  review  of  New  York  without  alluding 
to  the  very  able  and  instructive  address  of  Comp.  James  B. 
Murray,  the  Grand  Chaplain,  given  in  full  in  the  Appendix. 
It  is  upon  the  Being  and  Attributes  of  God.  The  thoughts 
are  so  consecutively  framed,  that  we  could  not  quote  any  part 
of  this  discourse  without  doing  the  author  injustice.  In  some 
way  it  should  be  more  extensively  circulated.  We  are  not  war¬ 
ranted  in  giving  it  entire. 


NEW  JERSEY. 


This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Twenty-Fifth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  on  the  14tli  of  September,  1881. 
M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Bechtel,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
other  Grand  Officers  present.  Eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
twenty-five  Past  High  Priests,  and  Representatives  from  twenty- 
eight  Subordinate  Chapters  also  present;  and  Representatives 
from  twenty-three  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address.  He 
says : 
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“Companions: — In  greeting  yon  to  this  annual  convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  I  ask  you  to  unite  with 
me  in  giving  heartfelt  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  many 
mercies  and  blessings  bestowed  on  us  as  individuals,  as  members 
of  this  branch  of  Masonry,  and  as  citizens  of  this-great  countrv. 
We  owe  Him  thanks  that  He  has  spared  our  lives,  that  He  has 
permitted  us  to  meet  with  unbroken  ranks,  no  link  having  been 
taken  from  our  mystic  chain.  We  owe  Him  thanks  for  having 
prospered  us  as  an  institution  founded  to  honor  Him  and  do  His 
will.  As  Royal  Arch  Masons,  I  know  that  you  appreciate  these 
many  bounties  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  return  Him  your 
,  .sincere  thanks. 

“He  who  treads  the  earth  in  the  performance  of  duty,  is  never 
absolutely  safe  against  the  fangs  of  the  poisonous  serpent,  and 
no  station,  however  illustrious,  is  exempt  from  the  assaults  of 
those  who,  wearing  the  image  and  likeness  of  their  Creator,  are 
vet  more  deadly  in  their  hatred  than  the  venomous-reptiles  of  the 
Indian  jungle. 

“Our  Companion,  James  A.  Garfield,  hilling  the  most  exalted 
station  in  the  land,  was  smitten  with  the  suddenness  of  the 
lightning-stroke,  and  for  weeks  has  hovered  on  the  very  border 
of  the  shadowy  land.  The  prayers  of  the  Christian  world  have 
gone  up  continnally,  like  incense  before  the  Great  White  Throne, 
in  his  behalf,  and,  when  hope  seemed  to  have  perished  in  everv 
breast,  he  was  borne  swiftly  and  lovingly  to  our  State. 

“He  now  lies  where  the  murmur  of  the  Atlantic  lulls  him  to 
sleep,  and  where  its  life-giving  breezes,  under  the  blessing  of 
Heaven,  we  trust  are  bringing  healing  on  their  wings,  giving 
new  vigor  to  the  wearied  system,  purifying  the  fevered  blood, 
and  cooling  the  burning  brain. 

“We  welcome  him  to  our  borders,  and  if  tender  love,  unre¬ 
mitting  care,  and  fervent  prayers  can  avail,  he  shall  soon  go  in 
and  out  among  us  with  all  his  splendid  mental  and  phvsical 
health  fully  restored. 

V 

“The  year  about  closing  has  been  a  pleasant  one  to  your 
Grand  High  Priest — pleasant,  because  so  little  has  been  required 
of  him,  and  has  almost  made  this  exalted  position  a  sinecure, 
showing,  I  think,  to  the  Masonic  world  that  the  Royal  Craft  in 
New  Jersey  is  composed  of  such  good  material  that  no  conten¬ 
tions  arise  to  invoke  the  interference  of  your  presiding  officer. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  such  a  condition  of  things,  and 
which  has  verv  much  lightened  my  labors.” 

•  o  J 
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In  speaking  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 

he  says: 

%/ 

“The  financial  condition  of  this  Grand  Chapter  demands,  and 
should  receive,  your  careful  and  serious  consideration.  For 
some  years  past  our  expenses  have  exceeded  our  receipts — a  state 
of  things  that  ought  not  to  exist. 

“  I  am  aware  that  I  am  treading  on  dangerous  ground  in  call¬ 
ing  your  attention  to  this  subject,  but  as  a  business  man  I  am 
talking  to  business  men,  who,  by  becoming  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
are  not  supposed  to  have  leff  all  their  business  education  outside 
the  Chapter  room.  This  question  should  be  divested  of  all 
sentimental  ideas,  and  placed  upon  pure  business  principles ;  and 
when  the  Grand  Chapter  so  determines,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
result.  I  would  not  advise  putting  additional  burdens  on  our 
Chapters,  being  satisfied  that  they  contribute  at  present  all  they 
are  able  to  bear ;  but  would  rather  advise  the  scaling  down  of 
our  expenses  to  the  proper  limit.” 

M.  E.  Companion  I.  Layton  Register,  of  Camden,  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  E.  Companion  George  B.  Edwards,  of 
Jersey  City,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction  number  thirty-five,  with  a 
membership  of  2,475. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
reviews  forty-two  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  is  prepared  by  Com¬ 
panion  George  B.  Edwards,  the  Chairman.  The  review  is  ably 
prepared,  and  shows  a  vast  amount  of  work  in  its  145  pages  of 
closely  printed  matter.  Pennsylvania  has  received  its  full  share 
of  attention  in  a  very  fraternal  spirit. 


/ 
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NORTH  CAROLINA.  * 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State  come  to 
us  neatly  bound  in  carmine,  and  presents  the  business  transacted 
at  its  Thirty-Third  Annual  Convocation,  which  was  held  in  the 
town  of  Asheville  on  May  31st,  1881.  The  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest,  C.  M.  Van  Orsdell,  and  most  of  the  Grand 
Officers  were  present.  There  were  also  present  two  Past  Grand 
High  Priests,  one  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  one  Past 
Grand  King,  and  one  Past  Grand  Scribe.  Twelve  subordinate 
Chapters  were  represented. 

In  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest,  he  was  unable  to  complete  his  address  in  time  for 
the  Annual  Meeting,  but  announced  his  intention,  if  possible,  to 
complete  and  send  it  to  the  Grand  Secretary-  for  publication. 
We  regret  to  learn  that  his  sickness  continued,  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  proceedings  went  to  press  without  receiving  the  doc¬ 
ument.  The  order  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  however,  being  that 
the  four  principal  officers  should  render  an  account  of  their 
stewardship  during  the  year,  we  are  enabled  to  glean  from  the 
other  reports  what  was  done,  most  of  which  was  of  local  in¬ 
terest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  Report  shows  a  small  balance  on  hand, 
and  we  should  judge  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction 
was  not  very  flourishing. 

The  Election  of  Grand  Officers  resulted  as  follows:— M.  E. 
Companion  James  Southgate,  Grand  High  Priest  ;  Companion 
Donald  W.  Bain  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

A  fine  tribute  of  respect  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  Phineas  W.  Fanning,  deceased,  who  died  in  the 
city  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  August  10th,  1880. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  makes  a  short  report,  the 
proceedings  of  thirty-eight  Grand  Jurisdictions  having  been 
received,  but  owing  to  financial  pressure  on  the  Grand  Chapter 
it  was  thought  advisable  not  to  print  the  report  this  year. 


OHIO. 


This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Sixty-Fourth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  at  Opera  Hall,  city  of  Chillicothe,  on  October  14th,  1880. 
Companion  James  B.  Hovey,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers  present.  Two  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  and  one  Past  Grand  Scribe  also  present. 

Delegations  from  139  Subordinate  Chapters  were  in  attend¬ 
ance. 

The  Grand  Chapter  having  been  opened  in  ample  form,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address. 

Two  new  Chapters  were  instituted  during  the  year:  Morrow 
and  Silver  Creek  Chapters ;  and  the  warrant  to  Dresden  Chapter 
was  renewed. 

Other  than  the  above,  the  address  was  purely  of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  the  Grand  Chapter  in 
good  financial  condition,  with  a  balance  on  hand  of  $1,513.89. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  James  B.  Hovey, 
was  re-elected,  and  Companion  James  Nesbitt  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presented  their 
report  from  the  pen  of  Companion  Thomas  J.  Melish,  Chairman 
of  said  Committee,  and  from  it  we  find  the  Committee  have 
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reviewed  the  proceedings  of  thirty-six  Grand  Chapters,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  receiving  courteous  and  fraternal  mention.  In  reference 
to  the  Resolution  of  our  Grand  Chapter  to  require  all  visitors 
for  examination  from  other  jurisdictions  to  declare  that  they  do 
not  stand  suspended  or  expelled  for  any  cause  whatever,  and 
that  their  names  have  not  been  stricken  from  the  rolls  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues  in  the  Lodge,  etc.,  the  Committee  say : 

“  This  action  we  think  perfectly  right  and  proper.” 


/ 

OREGON. 


The  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Portland,  on  June  10th,  1881,  and  held  its  session  for  two  days. 
The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  David  P.  Mason,  with  all  the 
other  Grand  Officers  present.  Seven  Past  Grand  Officers  of 
the  State  with  six  Grand  Representatives  for  other  jurisdictions. 
Sixteen  Subordinate  Chapters  represented. 


The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address;  he 
says : 

“  Another  Masonic  year  has  passed  since  last  we  met  in 
Annual  Convocation,  and  we  are  once  more  permitted  to  as¬ 
semble  around  our  sacred  altar,  with  thankful  hearts  to  the 
gieat  I  AM,  who  as  brought  us  thus  safely  to  another  mile-stone 
in  our  earthly  pilgrimage,  around  which  we  find  a  bright  oasis 
vhere  we  can  sit  down,  rest  and  refresh  ourselves;  where  we 
can  renew  our  pledges  of  fidelity  to  the  sublime  principles  of 
our  beloved  institution,  before  resuming  our  toilsome  journey 
beset,  as  it  is,  on  all  sides  with  difficulties  and  dangers. 

“Especially  should  we  be  thankful  for  the  peace  and  pros¬ 
perity  apparent  everywhere  in  our  beautiful  land ;  for  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  our  homes  and  for  the  bountiful  harvests  which 
bring  plenty  to  our  doors. 

“We  have  gathered  together  from  every  portion  of  our  juris¬ 
diction  to  advise  with  one  another  and  concert  means  for  our 
io 
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future  welfare  and  prosperity,  and  to  work  unitedly  for  the 
good  of  our  beloved  order,  of  which  we  are  the  honored  repre¬ 
sentatives.  May  our  every  action  be  characterized  by  that 
prudence  and  jugdment  which  we  are  taught  in  our  beautiful  and 
impressive  ceremonies  to  observe  and  practice.  May  all  our 
deliberations  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  reflect  no  discredit’ 
upon  those  who  have  so  generously  delegated  to  us  this  sacred 
trust — and  may  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  be 
present  with  us,  may  He  preside  over  our  transactions  and  may 
everything  that  is  done  be  done  with  an  eye  single  to  His  great 
and  holy  will — thus  will  we  render  ourselves  worthy  of  the 
honor  of  which  we  have  been  the  highly  favored  recipients/’ 

>1/ 

'I'  'y'  'p  /Jx  /t. 

“  The  year  just  ended  has  been  one  of  concord  and  universal 
harmony  among  the  chapters  and  companions,  and  no  discord  or 
contention  has  arisen  which  has  not  been  readily  reconciled,  and 
no  cause  of  grievance  is  known  to  exist  which  requires  the 
action  of  this  grand  body.” 

In  respect  to  the  duties  of  a  High  Priest  of  a  Subordinate 
Chapter  he  quotes  Comp.  Dwight  Waugh,  P.  G.  H.  P.  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  and  we  deem  it  worthy  of  special 
attention : 

“The  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  should  not  only  be  a  man  of 
good  morals  and  fair  standing  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  he  should  not  only  be  a  zealous  Mason  and  anxious  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  Chapter  over  which  he  is 
called  upon  to  preside,  but  he  should  also  be  especially  careful 
to  preserve  our  ritual  and  ceremonies,  in  their  purity  and 
integrity.  He  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  to  him  for  the 
time  being  is  committed  the  work  promulgated  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  that  he  is  to  regard  it  as  his  special  trust;  he  should 
remember  that  the  Grand  Chapter  is  alone  responsible  for  the 
work  adopted  and  set  forth,  and  that  it  is  not  within  his  province 
to  add  to  or  take  from,  or  in  any  way  change  this  ritual  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  care;  he  should  not  only  be  careful  that  his  own 
use  and  rendering  of  this  ritual  are  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
standard,  but  he  should  exact  the  same  care  and  correctness 
from  his  subordinates.  Especially  should  he  be  careful  to  see 
that  nothing  is  allowed  in  conferring  the  degrees  that  shall 
annoy  or  offend  the  most  fastidious  candidate ;  that  the  degrees 


of  Past  Master  and  the  Royal  Arch,  those  fields  where  liberty, 
if  not  restrained  and  guided,  is  so  apt  to  degenerate  into  license, 
are  preserved  from  that  levity  and  roughness  which  mar  the 
work  and  destroy  the  usefulness  of  so  many  Chapters.  He 
should  instruct  his  companions  that  to  teach  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  is  not  to  insult  or  maltreat  those  we  are  professing  to 
teach ;  that  to  exemplify  the  lesson  of  humility  is  not  to  degrade 
the  candidate  to  the  reptile’s  crawling;  that  to  illustrate  the 
rough  and  rugged  path  of  life  is  not  to  reduce  our  ceremonies 
to  the  level  of  a  college  hazing.  I  charge  you,  my  companions, 
on  whose  heads  rests  the  High  Priest’s  mitre,  be  swift  to  rebuke 
any  untimely  levity  and  trifling  with  those  who  are  receiving 
the  beautiful  lessons  of  the  Chapter.  Our  candidates  seek  to 
be  exalted  to  the  sublime — let  them  not  be  degenerated  to  the 
ridiculous.  If  you  would  have  our  Chapters  what  they  were 
intended  to  be,  sources  of  light  and  instruction,  calculated  to 
impart  great  moral  lessons,  and  the  means  of  elevating  all  who 
pass  their  portals,  I  beg  you  to  take  home  with  you  these  few 
plain  suggestions  and  make  them  the  guiding  principles  in  the 
government  of  all  our  Chapters.” 

In  conclusion  he  says : 

“  Especially  would  I  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  purging 
your  Chapters  of  every  vice  and  immorality  that  so  frequently 
creep  in  when  we  least  expect  them.  Remind  your  companions 
of  the  obligations  which  they  have  voluntarily  assumed,  and 
exact  a  fulfillment  of  the  same.  Ask  them  this  question: 
*  What  shall  be  said  of  men  who  have  vowed  most  solemnly  to 
practice  all  the  virtues,  and  yet  make  no  effort  to  control  either 
their  appetites  or  passions,  and  continually  disregard  Masonic 
tenets  and  principles,  and  scorn  both  reproof  and  discipline.’ 
You  may  rest  assured  that  the  eyes  of  a  scrutinizing  public  are 
upon  us,  and  are  eagerly  watching  our  every  act.  They  wish 
to  know  if  our  daily  lives  are  in  accordance  with  the  divine 
principles  we  inculcate,  and  I  fear  that  they  frequently  find  they 
are  not.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  a  good  condition. 

The  Grand  Officers  were  re-elected. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  sub¬ 
mitted  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 
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u  Section  2.  Resolved ,  That  tlie  habit  of  using  profane  lan¬ 
guage,  or  of  using  violent  and  abusive  language  concerning  a 
companion,  and  that  of  intemperance  in  the  use  of  strong  drink, 
or  engaging  in  the  keeping  of  a  saloon  and  retailing  spirituous  or 
malt  liquors,  or  of  indulging  in  the  practice  of  gambling,  by 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  is  in  violation  of  the  regulations  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  and  discreditable  to  the  Craft;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  this  jurisdiction  to 
report  any  violation  of  this  Resolution,  which  may  have  come  to 
his  knowledge,  to  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  in  whose 
jurisdiction  the  offending  companion  resides,  and  immediately 
thereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  High  Priest  to  notify  such 
offending  companion  in  writing  to  immediately  cease  such  vio¬ 
lation  :  Provided ,  however ,  that  if  such  offense  shall  be  in  keeping 
a  saloon  and  retailing  spirituous  or  malt  liquors,  the  High  Priest 
shall  notify  him  in  writing  to  close  out  such  business  within  the 
period  of  six  months,  next  following  the  time  of  giving  notice 
as  aforesaid,  and  if  such  offending  companion  refuses  or  neglects 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  such  notice,  the  High  Priest  shall 
cause  charges  to  be  preferred  in  his  Chapter  against  such  of¬ 
fending  companion,  and  thereupon  he  shall  be  tried  and  punished 
for  unmasonic  conduct.” 

The  passage  of  such  a  Resolution,  as  above  quoted,  woidd 
indicate  that  our  companions  in  far-off'  Oregon  are  strong  temp_ 
erance  men,  as  well  as  highly  moral.  The  use  of  profane  lan¬ 
guage  never  elevates  but  always  lowers  the  man  in  the  estimation 
of  others,  and  we  rejoice  to  think  that  in  this  respect  our 
companions  have  risen  in  their  strength  to  condemn  it.  How 
often  the  Masonic  ear  is  shocked  by  hearing  a  beloved  com¬ 
panion  indulging  in  language  profane,  when  other  words  coidd 
be  selected,  far  better,  to  express  the  sentiment  desired  to  be 
uttered.  We  trust  the  Resolution  will  have  the  effect  of  sup¬ 
pressing  this  most  foolish  and  wicked  habit.  In  regard  to  the 
retailing  spirituous  and  malt  liquors,  I  never  could  understand 
how  any  Royal  Arch  Mason  could  find  this  business  consistent 
with  the  moral  lessons  taught  in  the  Chapter,  it  certainly  is  in 
violation  of  all  the  teachings  of  Masonry  and  should  be  con¬ 
trolled  if  possible.  Gambling  in  any  society  is  wrong,  and 
under  no  circumstances  should  be  allowed.  The  sin  of  retailing 
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spirituous  and  malt  liquors  only  is  mentioned.  How  about  our 
companions  who  wholesale  it.  If  a  glass  of  whisky  or  beer 
should  give  cause  for  alarm  among  our  companions,  should  not 
a  gallon  or  a  barrel  be  looked  after  as  well  ?  Does  no  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  the  State  wholesale  the  article  to  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  or  others  who  retail  it?.  If  not  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  extending  the  Resolution.  If  such  is  the  case  then  we  see 
no  difference  in  the  degree  of  unmasonic  conduct.  The  whole¬ 
saler  may  have  more  money  than  the  retailer ;  but  rich  and  poor 
in  Masonry  stand  on  the  same  level.  If  you  strike  at  all  in 
such  matters  don’t  do  the  business  by  retail  but  let  the  blow  fall 
upon  all  alike.  It  looks  to  us  just  like  passing  a  Resolution  to  do 
away  with  a  little  evil  while  the  greater  is  entirely  overlooked.  To 
illustrate,  suppose  in  the  Resolution  in  reference  to  profane  lan¬ 
guage,  you  had  said  that  you  shall  not  use  a  little  profanity  but 
if  you  can  swear  so  as  to  raise  the  hair  on  your  neighbor’s  head 
you  can  do  that  with  impunity.  Would  there  be  any  sense  in 
such  a  resolve;  the  answer  is  obvious.  The  fact  is,  companions, 
il  you  have  any  right  to  legislate  at  all  on  the  subject,  you  have 
not  gone  far  enough.  The  Resolution  is  faulty  in  other  respects, 
but  we  trust  good  may  come  out  of  it. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty  Grand  Chapters,  and  in  such  a 
masterly  and  careful  manner  that  we  must  quote  largely  from 
the  former  part  of  this  Report,  Companion  T.  McF.  Patton. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  begins  by  saying: 

“As  heretofore,  we  present  for  your  consideration  a  few  ques¬ 
tions  under  special  heads;  prior  to  entering  upon  the  general 
review,  with  the  hope  that  such  as  have  neither  time  nor  inclina¬ 
tion  to  read  the  entire  report,  may  be  induced  to  read  one  or 
more  of  the  subjects  considered,  and  thus  be  profited. 

“  The  first  subject  to  which  we  call  your  attention  is  ‘  the  old, 

_  •>  * 

old  story  ’  of 
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“Suspension  from ,  or  Deprivation  of  Membership,  as  practiced  in 
Maine  and  Massachusetts.  Is  it  a  bona  fide  suspension  f 

“A  short  time  since  we  presented  for  your  consideration  the 
question  ‘ whether  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  was  a 
bona  fide  suspension  ?  ’ 

“We  were  prompted  then,  as  now,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  by  reason  of  the  determined  efforts  on  the  part  of  a  few 
distinguished  Masons  to  establish  the  doctrine  that  a  Mason, 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  is  only  suspended  ‘ from 
membership, ?  and  that  his  relations  with  the  Craft  were  in  no 
manner  affected  thereby. 

“The  doctrine  thus  sought  to  be  engrafted  into  the  Masonic 
code,  was  so  obnoxious,  so  repugnant  to  preconceived  ideas  of 
right,  as  well  as  established  law  and  usage,  that  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  exercise  of  her  constitutional 
right,  made  declaration,  and  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
which  we  presented  in  our  last  report,  and  again  reproduce  for 
the  convenience  of  reference  on  this  occasion : 

‘“Whereas,  Several  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United 
States  have  declared  that  a  Companion,  suspended  by  his  Lodge 
of  Master  Masons  for  non-payment  of  dues,  is  not  suspended  in 
his  Chapter,  but  continues  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
same,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges;  and 

“  ‘  W hereas,  This  Grand  Chapter  desires  emphatically  to  de¬ 
clare  the  foregoing  to  be  a  violation  of  Masonic  law  and  usage, 
and  gives  countenance  to  suspended  Masons; 

“ c  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  Chapters  subordinate  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
be  directed  to  require  of  visitors  for  examination  from  other 
jurisdictions,  prior  to  admission,  a  declaration  in  the  following 
words:  I  do  not  stand  suspended  or  expelled  for  any  cause 
whatever,  neither  has  my  name  been  stricken  from  the  roll  of 
members  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  my  Lodge  of  Master 
Masons,  or  my  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons/ 

“This  action,  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  met  the  approval  of  our  Companions  in  California,  and 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  similar  preamble  and  resolution. 

“  The  joint  action  of  these  two  Grand  Jurisdictions,  expressed 
in  such  prompt  and  decisive  terms,  seems  to  have  aroused  the 
indignation  of  certain  correspondents.  Companion  Drummond, 
of  Maine,  seems  to  take  the  matter  seriously  to  heart,  and  de¬ 
nounces  the  act  as  ‘a  gross  blunder,’ — that  ‘it  states  what  is  not 
true,’  and  ‘is  grossly  insulting  to  other  Grand  Chapters/  Com¬ 
panion  Dadmun,  of  Massachusetts,  seems  to  be  affected  in  the 
same  manner.  He  declares  in  bold  and  emphatic  terms  that  the 
preamble  ‘ is  equivocal ,’  that  ‘  it  is  not  true ’  that  several  Grand 
Chapters  have  so  declared,  as  set  forth  in  preamble. 

“The  declarations  of  these  parties  have  a  very  positive  ring 
about  them,  yet  it  is  quite  evident  that  one  or  the  other  is  at 
fault  in  this  controversy.  Companion  Drummond,  in  his  review 
of  Pennsylvania  for  the  current  year,  not  only  reiterates  his 
former  statements,  but  declares  in  emphatic  terms  that : 

“‘No  Grand  Chapter  in  the  United  States  has  declared  that  a 
Companion,  suspended  by  his  l  odge  of  Master  Masons  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues,  is  not  suspended  in  his  Chapter,  etc. :  on  the 
contrary,  they  have  invariably  declared  that  a  Companion,  sus¬ 
pended  for  any  cause  by  his  Lodge,  is  suspended  in  his 
Chapter.’ 

“In  view  of  this  bold  utterance,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to 
refer  our  erratic  friend  to  the  law  of  several  Grand  Chapters  on 
this  question. 

“For  instance: 

“‘Suspension  by  the  Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues  does  not 
work  suspension  in  the  Chapter.’ — [Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

“  Again : 

“‘Suspension  or  expulsion  from  membership  for  non-payment 
of  dues  does  not  affect  Chapter  standing.’ — [Grand  Chapter'  of 
New  Hampshire. 

“  Again : 
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“  ‘  Suspension  or  expulsion  from  membership  in  a  Lodge  should 
not,  and  does  not  in  Massachusetts — ipso  facto — carry  with  sus¬ 
pension  expulsion  from  the  Chapter/ —  [  Grand  Chapter  of 
Massachusetts — Dadmun. 

“  Under  ordinary  circumstances  it  would  not  be  necessary  for 
us  to  make  further  references  in  support  of  our  position,  but  as 
our  distinguished  Companions,  Drummond  and  Dadmun,  have 
assailed  the  Pennsylvania  action  with  so  much  vigor,  and  have 
been  so  profuse  in  their  criticisms,  we 'thought  it  advisable  to 
call  their  attention,  and  particularly  that  of  Companion  Drum¬ 
mond.  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  on  the 
subject. 

“ Companion  Hays,  Grand  High  Priest,  in  a  decision,  says: 

“  ‘The  relations  of  a  Companion  in  a  Chapter  are  not  affected 
by  his  having  been  suspended  from  membership  in  a  Lodge  for 
non-payment  of  dues/ 

“  This  decision  soon  received  the  following  endorsement* 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Chapter : 

“  ‘  The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  decisions  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  have 
examined  the  same  and  find  them  correct. 

“  ‘  They  recommend  that  the  decisions  be  confirmed. 

‘  JOSIAH  H.  DRUMMOND* 
‘JOHN  W.  BALLOU, 

•  ‘  Committee / 

“With  this  evidence  before  us,  we  are  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania  and  California  were 
justified  in  their  declaration,  as  set  forth  in  the  preamble,  and 
that  the  criticisms  of  Companions  Drummond  and  Dadmun 
were  not  warranted  by  the  facts. 

“In  view  of  the  principle  enunciated  by  the  G.  H.  P.  of 
Maine,  and  so  cordially  endorsed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  jurisprudence,  it  would  be  in  order  for  Companion 
Drummond  to  explain  just  what  he  meant  when  he  declared 
‘  that  Grand  Chapters  have  invariably  declared  that  a  companion 
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suspended  for  any  cause  by  his  lodge,  is  suspended  in  his 

Chapter.’ 

'  “  Companions  Drummond,  Derby  and  Dadmun,  each  contend 
— that  there  is  a  difference  or  a  distinction  between  suspension 
from  membership  and  suspension  from  the  rights  and  privileges. 

u  The  former  attempt  to  illustrate  this  difference  in  their  reply 
to  Companion  Warren  of  Xebraska,  who  contends  that  ‘sus¬ 
pension  is  suspension.’  They  say : 

“This  may  be  true,  but  there  is  a  large  difference  between 
suspension  by  the  neck  and  suspension  by  the  waist.  It  may  be 
that  under  our  laws  non-payment  of  dues  is  not  a  Masonic 
offence;  still,  as  it  involves  a  ioss  of  rights,  we  now  allow  lodges 
to  take  away  those  rights  only  after  notice  and  due  trial ;  and  if 
it  involves  a  loss  of  rights  by  a  judgment  of  a  lodge,  it  comes 
pretty  near  being  an  offence.’ 

“  After  mature  consideration  and  due  reflection  on  this  prop¬ 
osition,  we  are  inclined  to  concede  the  point,  that  there  is  a  large 
difference  between  these  two  modes  of  suspension.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  our  choice  in  favor  of  suspension  by  the 
suspenders  rather  than  by  the  neck-tie.  We  think  our  wind 
would  hold  out  longer,  at  any  rate  we  would  feel  more  comfort¬ 
able.  We  suppose  the  peculiar  practice  of  our  Maine  companions, 
notwithstanding  it  involves  a  loss  of  rights,  after  notice  and  due 
trial,  might  properly  be  classified  as  suspension  by  the  waist.  It 
don’t  appear  to  hurt  much,  at  least  those  thus  suspended  appear 
to  enjoy  good  health  in  the  Chapters. 

In  arguing  this  question  with  Companion  Warren  they 
become  somewhat  excited,  and  assert  with  some  spirit : 

“‘That  it  seems  to  us  absurd,  that  when  a  Mason  has  a  hun¬ 
dred  Masonic  rights  he  may  not  be  suspended  from  any  one, 

j  ^  tn ,  as  a  punishment,  without  being  sus¬ 

pended  from  all  of  them.  Companion  Warren  practically  says ; 
‘Xo,  you  must  suspend  him  from  all  or  none’ 

“Yes,  and  Companion  Warren  in  his  declaration  is  sustained 
by  every  Masonic  jurist  who  has  expressed  himself  on  tin* 
subject. 
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“  Our  companions  claim  that  a  Mason  has  a  hundred  Masonic 
rights.  We  cannot  conceive  why  their  modesty  should  limit 
their  claim  to  an  even  hundred.  Why  not  a  thousand ,  or  to  be 
liberal  say  ten  thousand  f  We  think  it  would  puzzle  Companion 
Drummond  or  his  full  partner,  Companion  Derby,  to  enumerate 
ten  distinct,  separate  rights,  not  included  or  covered  by  others ; 
and  we  question  very  much  if  the  number  would  reach  even 
half  of  ten. 

“  Companion  Warren  replying  to  Companion  Drummond  on 
this  question,  gives  the  following  general  summary  of  the  rights 
of  an  affiliated  Mason,  viz  : 

“‘1st,  The  right  of  unrestricted  Masonic  intercourse,  and 
visitation  at  home  or  abroad.  2d,  The  right  to  ask  for  and 
receive  Masonic  assistance  and  charity  for  himself,  his  widow 
and  orphans,  in  case  of  need.  3d,  The  right  of  Masonic  burial 
after  death.  If  there  are  others,  they  escape  us  now.  We  think 
all  are  embraced  in  the  foregoing.’ 

“Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a  distinguished  companion  has 
undertaken  to  enumerate  the  rights ,  and  names  but  three;  and 
says  he  thinks  all  are  included  in  these  three. 

“  We  don’t  think  Companions  Drummond,  Derby,  Dadmun, 
ourself,  or  any  of  our  immediate  descendants,  will  ever  live  to 
see  the  day  when  a  Masonic  body,  in  the  exercise  of  its  penal 
powers  will  attempt  to  designate  any  one ,  five ,  ten  or  fifty  rights, 
from  which  the  delinquent  shall  be  suspended. 

“It  would  be  impracticable  even  if  it  were  possible,  but  we 
-claim  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  inflict  a  penalty  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  constitution  of  the  grand  body,  and  with  the 
ancient  landmarks  and  usages  of  the  order.  When  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  a  grand  lodge  distinctly  specifies  that  the  punishments 
for  Masonic  offences  are:  reprimand,  suspension  and  expulsion, 
as  does  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  we  hold  that  any 
penalty  inflicted  not  included  in  those  named  is  absolutely  null 
and  void. 

“In  his  review  of  California,  Companion  Dadmun,  of 
Massachusetts,  thus  speaks,  as  to  their  customs  and  usages. 
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“ ‘  In  Massachusetts,  it  is  not  competent  for  a  lodge  to  suspend 
or  expel  a  member  from  Masonry,  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
The  highest  penalty  for  such  a  delinquency  is  suspension  from 
membership ;  therefore  suspension  from  membership  in  the  lodge, 
does  not  affect  the  standing  of  a  companion  in  his  chapter.  This 
has  always  been  the  usage  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  as  well 
as  in  many  other  jurisdictions.’ 

“  Please  note  the  fact  as  contained  in  the  above,  ‘  that  suspen¬ 
sion  from  membership  in  the  lodge  does  not  affect  standing  in  the 
Chapter.’ 

“  Under  Oregon,  referring  to  our  comments  on  this  question, 
Companion  Dadmun  says: 

‘"“Whether  intentional  or  not,  the  question  is  formed  rather 
adroitly.  Why  not  put  it  fairly  and  squarely^  Is  suspension 
from  membership  in  a  subordinate  for  non-payment  of  dues  a 
bona  fide  suspension?  Of  course  it  is,  for  it  is  a  deprivation  of 
membership  as  certainly  as  suspension  from  office  is  deprivation 
of  office.’ 

“  Why  certainly  it  is!  We  knewT  that  you  would  make 
confession  in  due  time,  and  now  that  you  have  manfully 
acknowledged  that  suspension  from  membership  is  a  bona  fide 
suspension,  why  not  throw  off  the  yoke  of  bondage  altogether, 
and  acknowledge  with  equal  frankness  that  suspension  in  a 
lodge  for  any  cause  is  suspension  in  the  chapter.’ 

“  Companion  Drummond,  in  his  reply  to  Companion  Warren 
of  Nebraska,  on  this  question,  says: 

“  ‘  Our  law  expressly  provides  that  the  penalty  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues  shall  be  only  suspension  from  or  deprivation  of 
lodge  membership ;  it  adds  a  fourth  punishment,  if  it  can  be 
called  punishment,  to  the  three  named  by  Companion  Warren.' 

“'Why  add  a  fourth  punishment  to  the  three  named,  and 
then  qualify  it  by  saying  ‘if  it  can  be  called  a  punishment?* 
Companion  Dadmun  says,  ‘  of  course  it  is  suspension ;’  if  so,  it 
must  be  pronounced  as  a  punishment.’ 

“In  this  same  review  we  find  Companion  Drummond  or  his 
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i  full  partner’  Companion  Derby,  indulging  in  the  following 
sentiments : 

“  ‘  If  a  man  wishes  for  the  benefits  of  lodge  membership  he 
must  pay  the  corresponding  dues,  if  he  does  not  wish  for  the 
benefits  he  need  not, pay  the  dues;  it  was  a  good  deal  like  a 
subscription  to  a  newspaper,  a  man  could  pay  up  and  stop  when 
he  pleased,  if  he  did  not  pay,  the  publisher  could  drop  his  name 
from  the  list  at  pleasure/ 

“  We  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  our  free  and  unbiased 
opinion,  that  the  above  does  not  by  any  means  illustrate  the 
position  of  Maine  on  this  question.  If  it  was  intended  as  such, 
it  certainly  is  a  failure. 

“  In  the  case  of  the  newspaper  subscriber,  whether  he  pays  up 
honestly  and  stops  his  subscription,  or,  suffers  his  name  to  be 
dropped  from  the  list,  by  reason  of  his  dishonesty  in  not  paying 
up — the  paper  is  stopped.  The  benefits  resulting  from  its 
perusal  are  absolutely  taken  aivay. 

“  Not  so  with  masonic  privileges  in  Maine.  When  masons 
are  ‘  suspended  from  membership’  in  Maine,  the  benefits  still 
accrue.  Their  relations  in  the  chapter  are  in  no  wise  affected. 
They  enjoy  full  privileges  of  visitation,  even  the  lodge  which 
pronounced  sentence.  In  short,  they  are  treated  with  as  much, 
if  not  more  consideration,  than  those  who  remain  true  and  faith¬ 
ful.  How  kind  and  considerate  it  is  in  them  to  grant  this 
privilege  as  ‘  a  favor.’ 

“  Why  select  virtual  outlaws — those  who  have  by  a  formal 
decree  of  their  brethren  been  ‘  deprived  of,’  or  ‘  suspended  from 
their  rights  as  members as  objects  of  their  special  favor  and 
consideration  ? 

“  Companion  Drummond,  in  his  defence  of  this  poor  unfor¬ 
tunate  class  in  his  review  of  Pennsylvania,  says : 

“ ‘  In’  Maine,  affiliated  Masons  have  by  right  the  privileges 
of  visitation,  burial,  joining  in  public  processions,  holding 
masonic  office,  the  charity  of  the  lodge,  and  many  others ;  the 
unaffiliated  has  none  of  these  by  right,  but  only  'by  favor,  and 
many  he  cannot  have  at  all ;  the  difference  between  the  rights  of 


an  affiliated  Mason  and  those  of  an  unaffiliated  one  is  very 
material.’ 

“  Companion  Drummond  here  admits  that  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  rights  of  an  affiliated  Mason  and  an-  unaffiliated  one, 
Ms  very  material.’  He  says  the  unaffiliated  has  none  of  the 
privileges  mentioned  by  rights,  but  only  by  favor. 

“  The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  says  in 
express  terms : — 

That  an  unaffiliated  Mason  is  not  entitled  to  masonic  relief 
for  himself  or  his  family,  to  masonic  burial,  to  the  right  to  visit 
lodges,  or  participate  in  masonic  colors  or  ceremonies.’ 

“  This  being  the  fundamental  law  of  the  jurisdiction,  how 

can  it  be  ignored  and  the  privileges  thus  denied,  be  granted  as 

a  matter  of  favor  ? 

*/ 

“  If  favors  of  this  character  can  be  extended  to  those  under 
suspension,  why  not  to  those  under  expulsion  f 

“  Continuing  this  subject,  our  worthy  companion  says  further : 

“ 1  A  lodge  in  Maine,  in  accordance  with  a  law  of  its  Grand 
Lodge,  declares  that  the  penalty  for  non-payment  of  dues  shall 
be  deprivation  of  membership  in  the  lodge,  leaving  the  delinquent 
in  possession  of  all  his  other  masonic  rights.’ 

“  If  Companion  Drummond  had  only  enumerated  in  detail 
‘  all  those  other  masonic  rights ,’  which  the  delinquent  is  left  in 
possession  of,  after  being  'deprived  of’  or  suspended  from 
membership,  he  would  have  rendered  the  craft  a  great  favor. 

“  Only  a  short  time  ago  our  Canada  companions  asserted 
boldly,  and  defended  to  the  best  of  their  ability  the  proposition, 

'  that  suspension  by  a  craft  lodge,  had  no  force  in  a  chapter  of 
Roval  Arch  Masons.’ 

u  This  is  virtually  the  same  question  in  all  material  points  ; 
and  while  we  find  companions  Drummond  and  Derby  defending 
the  practice  or  usage  in  Maine,  we  find  them  denouncing  it  in 
Canada. 
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“  In  their  argument  with  Companion  Robertson,  they  present 
this  view  of  the  case  : 

“  ‘  We  will  add  this,  however ;  an  expelled  Mason  is  dead  to 
the  fraternity  :  he  has  no  right  to  use  a  single  sign,  tokerr,  or 
word  of  any  one  of  the  lodge  degrees:  whoever  unites  with 
him  in  giving  a  sign,  token,  or  word  of  these  degrees,  as  such , 
holds  masonic  communication  with  an  expelled  Mason,  and  is 
liable  to  expulsion  for  so  doing :  the  chapter  is  so  founded,  upon 
the  first  three  degrees,  that  those  present  in  the  chapter  are  often 
called  upon  to  use  the  secrets  of  the  Blue  degrees  as  such ;  thus 
an  expelled  Mason  in  the  chapter  is  allowed — nay,  required — to 
join  with  the  companions  in  the  use  of  that  which  he  has  no 
right  whatever  to  use,  and  which  no  Master  Mason  has  a  right 
to  join  with  him  in  using. 

****** 

a  ‘  Every  time  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  uses  the  secrets  of  the 
lodge  degrees  in  the  presence  of,  and  in  union  with,  a  person 
not  entitled,  in  consequence  of  suspension  or  expulsion  by  his 
lodge,  to  use  them,  he  violates  his  obligations,  and,  in  our  judg¬ 
ment,  deserves  to  be  expelled  also.’ 

“  Many  thanks,  for  this  good,  honest  expression,  which  we 
heartily  endorse. 

“  Now  in  view  of  this  free  and  unqualified  opinion,  permit 
us  to  ask  Companion  Drummond,  or  his  full  partner,  Com¬ 
panion  Derby,  or  their  faithful  ally  in  Massachusetts,  Com¬ 
panion  Dadmun,  if  a  suspended  Mason  is  not  also  dead,  to  the 
fraternity  during  such  suspension  f 

u  Does  not  the  O.  B.  cover  suspension  as  well  as  expulsion  f 

“  Is  there  a  Mason  in  all  this  wide  land  who  does  not  know 
that  these  terms  are  invariably  used  in  connection — are  insepar¬ 
able — and  that  suspension  is  only  one  grade  removed  from  ex¬ 
pulsion  which  is  masonic  death  ? 

“  Can  these  Companions  (Drummond,  Derby,  and  Dadmun) 
hold  masonic  communication  with  a  Mason  suspended  for  any 
cause ,  and  still  be  true  and  faithful  to  their  obligations  ? 

“  Can  these  distinguished  companions  consistently  denounce 
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the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  for  her  action  in  the  pre¬ 
mises,  and  vet  proclaim  to  die  masonic  world  as  they  have, 
‘that  every  time  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  uses,  the  secrets  of  the 
lodge  in  the  presence  of,  and  in  union  with  a  person  not  entitled 
in  consequence  of  suspension  by  his  lodge,  he  violates  his  obli¬ 
gation,  and  deserves  to  be  expelled  f 

“  Can  our  worthy  companions,  conscientiously  and  consistently, 
advocate  and  defend  the  doctrine  that  a  ‘  Mason  suspended  from 
membership  in  a  lodge  is  not  suspended  in  the  chapter/  and  yet 
declare,  in  positive  terms,  that  ‘it  takes  all  seven  degrees,  and' no 
man  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  who  does  not  possess  and  cannot 
lawfully  use  all  the  degrees,  from  entered  apprentice  to  Roval 
Arch,  inclusive  ?' 

“Do  these  companions  suppose  for  a  moment  that  such  con¬ 
tradictory  statements  will  convince  any  one  outside  of  Maine  or 
Massachusetts  that  these  ideas  ‘  are  in  accordance  with  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  Masonry,  our  obligations,  and  withal  sound 
policy/  as  asserted  by  Companion  Drummond?  Xot  by  any 
means.  He  must  have  something  more  substantial  than  such 
usage,  even  if  it  has  always  existed  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 


In  view  ot  the  position  assumed  by  Companions  Drummond 
and  Derby  on  this  question,  and  their  remarkable  utterances  in 
defence  of  their  views,  we  were  induced  to  examine  the  constitu¬ 
tional  provisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine. 

“We  find  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  broad  principle  laid  down: 

That  Masonic  law  requires  us  to  obey  the  constitutions, 
legulations,  as  well  as  the  established  customs  of  the  fraternity, 
and  to  keep  our  obligations;  hence,  a  violation  of  any  of  these 
is  a  Masonic  offence.' — [Drummond’s  Digest,  213. 

“  Again :  Their  constitution  wisely  declares  that  ‘  every  candi¬ 
date  who  receives  the  master's  degree  thereby  becomes  a  member.' 
— [Drummond’s  Digest,  316. 

“Again:  ‘Every  Mason  is  required  to  be  a  member  of  a 
lodge.' — [Drummond’s  Digest,  317. 


“Again:  Their  constitution  very  properly  recognizes  but 
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three  grades  of  punishment  for  Mosonie  offences,  viz:  ‘Repri¬ 
mand,  suspension  and  expulsion.’ — [ Drummond’s  Digest ,  324. 

“Immediately  following  this  declaration  we  find  the  following 
singular  provision,  apparently  in  conflict  with  the  former,  viz : 

“  ‘The  punishment  for  non-payment  of  dues  can  be  only  for¬ 
feiture  of,  suspension  from,  or  deprivation  of  membership  after 
rlue  trial.’ — [ Drummond’s  Digest,  324. 

“  It  is  evident  from  this  that  the  non-payment  of  dues  is  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  Masonic  offence,  or  a  provision  would  not  have  been 
made  for  its  punishment. 

“  If  regarded  then  as  an  offence,  why  seek  to  avoid  the  regular 
penalties  prescribed  therefore  (reprimand,  suspension  and  expul¬ 
sion),  and  attempt  to  attach  such  penalties  as  are  considered  of 
inferior  or  lower  grade,  such  as  ‘forfeiture  of,  or  deprivation  of 
memberehip?’ 

“These  different  forms  or  grades  of  punishment  are  referred 
to  by  our  worthy  companions  in  this  discussion  as  synonymous. 

“This  will  be  noticeable  in  almost  every  extract  which  we 
have  presented,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  infliction  of  either  of 
the  punishments  named  would  only  make  him  an  unaffiliated 
Mason,  leaving  him  in  good  standing. 

“But  Companion  Drummond,  in  his  digest,  242,  makes  a 
wide  difference.  He  thus  describes  the  two  penalties: 

“  ‘  When  suspension  is  inflicted,  the  brother  is  restored  by  re¬ 
mission  or  payment  of  dues  which  had  accrued  at  the  time  of 
suspension.  When  he  is  deprived  of  membership,  the  brother 
must  pay  the  arrears  of  dues,  and  upon  payment,  he  can  apply 
to  the  same  or  any  other  lodge.  His  petition  must  take  the  usual 
course,  and  he  must  abide  the  result  of  the  ballot.’ 

“A  fair,  honest  construction  of  this  regulation  by  itself,  would 
prompt  us  to  declare  that  deprivation  of  membership  in  Maine 
was  designed  and  intended  as  actual,  absolute  expulsion.  The 
requirements  set  forth,  in  order  to  gain  restoration,  would  cer¬ 
tainly  justify  this  conclusion;  but,  when  we  refer  to  their.consti- 
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tutional  provisions  and  the  explanation,  or  legal  construction  of 
the  same  by  Companion  Drummond,  we  honestly  confess  that 
the  question  becomes  mixed,  to  say  the  least.  • 

“  Their  constitution,  in  one  section,  provides  for  Masonic  pun¬ 
ishments  by  reprimand,  suspension  and  expulsion.  In  another, 
that  punishment  for  non-payment  of  dues  can  be  only  suspension 
from  or  deprivation  of  membership.  The  word  only ,  as  defined 
by  Webster,  means  ‘simply,  merely,  barely/  and  doubtless  was 
intended  as  a  low  grade  of  punishment ;  if,  as  Companion  Derby 
declares  under  Nebraska,  ‘it  can  be  called  a  punishment.* 

The  regulations  of  Maine,  as  here  presented,  demonstrate  very 
clearly,  to  our  mind,  that  Masons  in  that  jurisdiction,  suspended 
from  membership  after  charges,  trial  and  conviction,  are  held  in 
higher  esteem,  are  regarded  with  more  favor  and  consideration 
than  those  who  are  simply  deprived  op  their  membership. 

“A  member  suspended  can  restore  himself  at  pleasure,  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  lodge,  or  even  a  ballot,  contrary  to  all 
lecognized  law  ]  while  one  merely  deprived  of  his  membership  is 
inquired  to  pay  up  (no  remission  in  his  case),  petition  for  restora¬ 
tion,  and  take  the  chances  of  a  clear  ballot. 

“  Companion  Drummond,  however,  insists  that  their  practice 
m  Maine  ‘is  generally  misunderstood/  and  labors  diligently  to 
conv  ince  his  readers  that  suspension  from  or  depriving  a  member 
of  membership,  merely  makes  him  an  unaffiliated  Mason  in 
good  standing.  This  theory,  urged  and  defended  with  so  much 
zeal  and  energy,  is  at  variance  with  every  Masonic  writer  which 
we  have  had  the  privilege  of  examining. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  in  doubt  on  this  point,  we 
submit  the  following  authorities.  Companion  H.  M.  Look,  in 
his  treatise  on  ‘Masonic  Trials/  says: 

“‘During  the  period  of  his  suspension,  he  is  prohibited  from 
the  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  any  of  his  Masonic  privileges. 
His  rights  are  placed  in  abeyance,  or,  as  the  sentence  implies, 
suspension ,  and  he  can  neither  visit  or  join  other  lodges,  nor  hold 
Masonic  communication,  nor  receive  fraternal  relief  or  fellowship 
from  any  Masonic  body  or  brother  whomsoever,  durino'  the 
period  of  his  suspension.* 

1 1 
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“  Companion  Lockwood,  of  Connecticut,  in  his  valuable  work 
in  referring  to  this  punishment,  says: 

“  ‘  Suspension  deprives  the  offender  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Masonry  during  the  pleasure  of  the  lodge,  or  until  the  stay 
or  reversal  of  the  sentence.’ 

“  Companion  A.  G.  Mackey,  whose  reputation  as  a  jurist  is 
familiar  to  all,  in  discussing  this  question,  utters  these  senti¬ 
ments: 

“ i  By  the  operation  of  suspension  a  Mason  is,  for  the  time, 
prohibited  from  the  exercise  of  all  his  Masonic  privileges.  He 
can  neither  visit  lodges,  hold  communication  nor  receive  fra¬ 
ternal  relief  during  the  period  for  which  he  has  been  sus¬ 
pended.’ 

“  Companion  John  W.  Simons,  of  New  York,  a  writer  of 
acknowledged  ability,  in  his  work  on  jurisprudence,  says: 

“  ‘  A  Mason  definitely  or  indefinitely  suspended  is,  while  the 
penalty  operates,  deprived  of  all  rights  and  privileges  as  effect¬ 
ually  as  if  he  had  never  been  initiated.’ 

“In  the  Virginia  Text  Book  by  our  late  distinguished  com¬ 
panion,  Dr.  John  Dove,  we  find  the  law  thus  defined : 

“‘In  all  cases  of  suspension,  the  person  suspended  is  thereby 
absolutely  precluded  from  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  of 
Masonry  throughout  the  Masonic  world  during  the  term  of 
said  suspension.” 

“Companion  Day,  G.  H.  P.,  of  New  York,  decides: 

“  ‘  That  while  a  suspension  of  a  companion  for  any  cause  con¬ 
tinues,  he  is  debarred  from  all  his  rights  as  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason ;  and  that  all  companions  are  interdicted  from  holding 
with  him  any  Masonic  intercourse  whatever.’ 

“The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  G.  L.,  of  Iowa,  decides: 

“  ‘  That  suspension  for  any  cause  in  lodge  equally  and  at  once 
suspends  the  companion  in  his  Chapter;  and  he  should  be  so 
returned  in  the  reports  to  the  Grand  Secretary.’ 
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Companion  Guerney,  of  Illinois,  declares: 

«  i 

If  a  Master  Mason  is  expelled  or  suspended  by  his  lodge 
he  is,  of  necessity,  cut  off  from  everything  that  is  built  upon 
that  degree— deprived  of  its  roots  the  tree  mtist  fall.  While 
under  such  sentence,  the  party  has  no  Masonic  rights  whatever  • 
he  is,  to  all  intents,  a  profane/ 

‘‘The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky  says: 

“  ‘ A  suspension  or  expulsion  from  a  Master  Mason's  lodge  is 
effectually  suspension  or  expulsion  from  a  Chapter  of  Roval 
Arch  Masons.' 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  has  declared : 

That  a  Roval  Arch  Mason  having  been  suspended  or 
expelled  by  his  lodge,  the  same  penalty  attaches  in  his  Chapter 
and  that  without  trial.'  ' 

“Companion  Edwards,  of  New  Jersey,  speaks  in  emphatic 
terms.  He  says : 

• 

We  hold  the  term  suspension  carries  with  it  all  the  ban 
implies .  and  whether  it  be  for  a  specific  duration  or  indefinite 
for  non-payment  of  dues  or  for  unmasonic  conduct,  from 
membership  or  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry— 
it  has  but  one  Masonic  construction  and  but  one  value  in  the 
currency  of  Masonry.  It  is  a  taint  upon  the  one  to  whom  it 
attaches,  pernicious  to  the  body  of  Masonry,  and  holds  the  rela- 
tfve  position  that  the  leper  did  in  the  Mosaic  Code.  *  *  * 

We  beg  to  say,  there  is  no  ‘confusion  of  tongues;'  that  we  do 
not  christen  the  child  ‘John'  for  the  purpose  of  calling  him 
Reter,  and  that  we  do  stamp  dishonesty — dishonestv.' 

“  9omPanion  Bassett,  of  Kentucky,  comes  nobly  to  the  front 
and  in  full  harmony  with  a  large  majority  of  Grand  Chapters ! 
and  these  correspondents,  says : 

“‘We  cannot  but  believe  that  the  practice  in  Maine  and 
some  tew  other  jurisdictions,  offers  a  premium,  as  it  were  for 
non-affiliation.  It  tempts  the  cupidity  of  the  miser ly  by 
opening  a  door  for  them  to  retire  without  paying  a  debt,  just 
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and  binding  upon  them  in  every  moral  sense,  and  attaches  no 
dishonor  to  a  passage  through  it  out  of  the  Masonic  fold.  Do 
you  owe  your  lodge  or  Chapter  anything  on  the  score  of  dues, 
and  are  averse  to  paying  it,  why  you  need  not  do  so.  Just 
‘ wait  with  patience ’  and  you  will,  in  time,  be  ‘dropped  from 
the  roll  of  membership/  and  occupy  a  no  less  honorable  posi¬ 
tion  than  he  who  honestly  pays  his  just  dues  and  dimits.  To 
pay  arrearages,  therefore,  is  like  throwing  that  much  money 
away.  Like  the  dimitted,  you  relinquish  some  claims  upon  the 
organized  bodies  of  the  fraternity,  but  you  are  in  ‘good  standing’ 
still,  and  the  obligations  and  duties  of  individual  members  to 
you  are  just  as  forcible  and  binding  as  they  are  to  the  demitted. 

‘“This,  it  seems  to  your  committee,  would  be  the  reasoning  of 
the  class  referred  to,  and  it  is  certainly  logical  from  the  premises. 

“‘We  must  therefore  contend  that  the  practice  which  prevails 
in  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky  and  most  other  jurisdictions,  is  the 
best  treatment  for  the  malady.  The  violation  of  one  obligation 
is  just  as  much  a  Masonic,  and,  from  a  Masonic  stand-point, 
moral  olfense,  as  of  another.  The  effects  upon  others  may  differ 
to  a  great  extent,  but  upon  the  delinquent  himself,  they  should 
be  equal,  so  far  as  Masonic  character  is  concerned.’ 

“In  each  of  these  references  it  will  be  noticed  that  we  have 
italicised  certain  terms  used  by  the  authors  in  defining  the  status 
of  those  affected  by  suspension. 

“Companions  Look  and  Mackey  use  the  term  ‘prohibited ;’ 
Companions  Lockwood  and  Simons,  ‘deprived;’  while  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Text  Book,  by  Dr.  Dove,  says  ‘  absolutely  precluded’ 

“ Prohibit ,  as  defined  by  Webster,  means  ‘to  forbid,  to  inter¬ 
dict;’  deprive ,  ‘to  take  away,  to  put  an  end  to,  to  depose;’ 
preclude,  ‘  to  shut  out,  to  stop.’ 

“Notwithstanding  all  this,  Companions  Drummond  and 
Derby  contend  that  ‘suspension  from,’  or  ‘deprivation  of’  mem¬ 
bership  merely  unaffiliates,  leaving  the  companion  in  good 
standing,  and  in  this  opinion  they  are  sustained  by  their  Grand 
Chapter. 

“In  regard  to  this  question  of  good  standing,  permit  us  to 
refer  to  Companion  Mackey,  who  declares,  in  plain  terms,  that 
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‘a  Master  Mason  is  technically  in  good  standing — that  is  to  say, 
he  is  a  Mason  in  possession  of  all  Masonic  rights  and  privileges 
so  long  as  he  is  not  deprived  of  that  character  by  the  legal  action 
of  some  regular  constituted  Masonic  tribunal. 

“Will  our  Maine  Companions  pretend  that  all  the  forms  are 
not  observed  in  cases  of  this  kind  as  in  other  trials? 

“Is  not  the  brother  formally  charged  with  delinquency  in  his 
dues,  and  is  he  not  cited  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  he 
should  not  be  dealt  with  ? 

“Is  not  service  and  proof  thereof  required  in  this  as  in  other 
cases  ? 

‘•Does  not  the  lodge  hear  and  determine,  and  bv  a  formal 
vote  of  its  members,  declare  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
brother? 

“  In  short,  is  there  not  definite,  positive  legal  action  by  a  reg¬ 
ular  constituted  Masonic  tribunal,  as  expressed  by  Companion 
Mackey,  and  are  not  the  brethren  thus  disciplined  absolutely 
attainted  for  the  time  being? 

“Is  it  possible  that  such  Masons  can  be  regarded  as  unaffiliated 
in  good  standing? 

“  Companion  Mackey  affirms  that, ( in  the  first  place,  to  entitle 
him  to  this  right  of  visit,  a  Master  Mason  must  be  affiliated  with 
some  lodge.  Of  this  doctrine  there  is  no  question.  All  Masonic 
authorities  concur  in  confirming  it/ 

“To  be  entitled  to  relief  he  must  not  only  be  in  real  need, 
but  must  be  worthy  and  a  member  of  some  lodge. 

“To  be  entitled  to  burial  he  must  be  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing;  and  it  is  generally  held  that  an  unaffiliated  Mason  is  no 
more  competent  to  prefer  charges  than  a  profane,  and  yet  our 
Companions,  Drummond,  Derby,  Dadmun  &  Co.,  claim  that  the 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  usage  is  correct. 

“From  the  statistical  tables  of  Companion  Drummond  we 
learn  that  during  the  years  1876  and  1880,  inclusive,  seventeen 
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thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  Royal  Arch  Masons 
were  suspended  by  the  several  grand  jurisdictions  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues.  Now,  if  the  theory  and  practice  of  Com¬ 
panion  Drummond  were  established,  we  would  have  just  that 
many  Masonic  vagrants  or  tramps  prowling  around,  preying 
upon  the  legally  established  lodges  and  chapters,  enjoying,  as  a 
matter  of  favor,  full  rights  and  privileges  with  those  who  have 
borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day. 

“  Companion  Drummond  gently  reminds  us,  in  very  brief 
terms,  that  ‘the  status  of  a  Mason  in  his  own  jurisdiction  is  his 
status  everywhere/  This  sentiment  is  approved  and  endorsed 
by  Companions  Robertson,  of  Canada,  and  Dadmun,  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

“Without  proceeding  to  discuss  the  proposition,  permit  us  to 
propound  a  conundrum  to  Companion  D.,  which  is  simply  this : 

“  If  the  home  status  of  a  Mason  is  his  status  everywhere,  why 
has  Maine  entered  her  solemn  protest  against  receiving,  either  as 
visitors  or  applicants  for  affiliation,  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
from  other  jurisdictions  when  their  status  at  home  is  un¬ 
questioned?  Why  do  you  resolve,  secondly  and  thirdly,  as  we 
have  elsewhere  shown,  and  attempt  to  vent  your  wrath  and 
indignation  upon  a  few  innocent,  unoffending  representatives — 
members  of  your  own  household — simply  because  they  have 
been  honored  by  sister  jurisdictions  who  will  not  consent  to  be 
measured,  weighed  and  guaged  by  the  Maine  standard? 

“Has  Maine  any  more  right  to  issue  proclamations  of  this 
character  than  Pennsylvania  had  in  her  declarations  in  regard 
to  suspensions  and  striking  from  the  roll? 

“If  it  was  a  ‘gross  blunder’  and  ‘grossly  insulting’  to  other 
Grand  Chapters,  as  claimed  by  Companion  Drummond,  for 
Pennsylvania  to  resolve  as  she  did,  is  it  not  equally  as  gross  a 
blunder,  and  equally  insulting  to  other  Grand  Chapters  for 
Maine  to  assume  a  warlike  attitude,  and  attempt  to  dictate  to 
those  outside  of  her  jurisdiction  on  these  matters? 

“  A  short  time  ago  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  stood  firm 
in  her  position  that  ‘  suspension  by  a  Craft  Lodge  has  no  force 
in  the  chapter.’  To-day  she  declares  it  to  be  inconsistent  with 
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the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Royal  Craft  that  suspended  Masons 
should  be  permitted  to  associate  on  terms  of  equality  in  the 
chapter,  and  proposes  amendments  to  their  constitution  conform¬ 
ing  to  the  general  law. 

“  Again:  Companion  Dadmun,  of  Massachusetts,  for  ]o!  these 
many  years,  has  persistently  advocated  and  defended  the  doctrine 
‘that  the  ballot  for  the  degrees  does  not,  and  ought  not  to 
include  membership/  To  day  we  are  happy  to  announce  that 
he  has  changed  his  sen-ti-ments ,  or,  in  other  words,  has  been 
converted  to  the  true  faith.  Hear  his  confession : 

“‘Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  ballot  for  the 
degrees  should  include  the  right  of  membership,  with  the  simple 
condition  that  the  initiate  should  sign  the  by-laws.  Two  con¬ 
siderations  force  us  to  this  conclusion : — First,  the  adoption  of 
such  a  rule  would  be  the  most  effectual  way  to  prevent  making 
non-affi bated  Masons ;  Second,  this  is  substantially  the  law  and 
usage  in  nearly  all  grand  jurisdictions  outside  Massachusetts/ 

“Again:  Companion  Drummond,  only  a  short  time  ago, 
advocated,  in  strong  terms,  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
charter  to  be  present  in  the  lodge  room.  To-day  we  are  grati¬ 
fied  to  announce  that  a  sudden  change  has  also  overtaken  him, 
and  he  now  acknowledges  ‘  that  masonic  law,  founded  upon  long 
usage,  does  require  the  presence  of  the  charter/ 

“  In  view  of  these  remarkable  instances  of  change  of  opinion 
— if  not  of  heart — in  these  distinguished  companions,  have  we 
not  reason  to  hope  that  good  influences  may  yet  work  within 
and  about  them,  until  they  may  be  forced  to  confess  their  error, 
and  be  willing,  with  us,  to  heartily  endorse  the  creed  promulgat¬ 
ed  by  Companion  Cottrill,  of  Wisconsin,  viz :  that 

“  ‘  Royal  Arch  Masons  have  neither  power,  right,  privilege 
or  authority  to  recognize,  as  a  regular  Royal  Arch  Mason,  either 
an  expelled,  suspended  or  excluded  Master '  Mason ;  or  any 
Mason  not  in  full,  entire,  absolute,  unadulterated  and  uncon¬ 
ditional  privileges  of  a  Master  Mason/  ” 

********* 
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“Masonic  Hospitality — Our  Treatment  of  Visitors. 

“  Elaborate  arguments  have  been  presented  from  time  to  time 
on  the  subject  of  visitation — whether  it  is  a  mere  privilege 
subject  to  restrictions,  or  an  absolute  right. 

“  It  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  discuss  the  question,  but  merely 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  great  want  of  true  masonic  hospi¬ 
tality  in  the  reception  of  visiting  friends. 

“  The  whole  proceedings  are,  to  us,  cold  and  formal.  The 
very  words  of  welcome  from  the  presiding  officer  are  stereotyped, 
having  been  used  by  his  predecessors  from  time  immemorial. 

“  The  visitor  is  formally  introduced — formally  welcomed — 
and  generally  seated  at  a  remote  distance  from  anyone  else,  as 
though  he  were  affected  with  a  contagious  disease.  Companions 
enter  the  chapter  room  after  his  admission,  extend  to  him  the 
same  cordial,  generous,  humane  (?)  treatment  as  was  accorded  by 
the  priest  and  Levite  to  the  man  who  went  from  Jerusalem  to 
Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves,  and  was  robbed  and  wounded.: 
‘They  looked  upon  him  and  passed  by  on  the  other  side/ 

“  There  is  not  a  spark  of  true  hospitality  about  such  treat¬ 
ment.  There  is  no  Masonry  in  it,  and  the  sooner  we  attempt 
and  perfect  a  reformation  in  this  respect,  the  better  it  will  be  for 
all  concerned.  As  Masons,  we  have  been  taught  that  whenever 
we  should  travel,  we  would  be  sure  to  meet  with  kind,  fraternal 
greetings,  and  if  we  fail  to  receive  such,  it  is  the  fault  of  those 
whom  we  visit.  They  alone  are  responsible.  Our  opinion  is 
that  the  whole  responsibility  rests  with  the  officers  of  the  chapter 
The  presiding  officer  should,  upon  each  occasion  of  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  visitor,  declare  his  chapter  at  ease,  and,  either  in 
person  or  by  the  proper  officer,  see  that  the  visiting  companion 
is  introduced  to  every  member  present.  The  whole  proceeding 
would  not  occupy  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  would 
produce  beneficial  results.  The  visitor  would  carry  away  with 
him  good  impressions,  and  we  would  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  we  tried  to  carry  out  the  golden  rule  of  ‘  doing 
unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us.?  We  notice 
that  the  matter  is  attracting  attention  in  other  jurisdictions. 

“Companion  Spaulding,  Grand  High  Priest  of  California, 
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has  deemed  this  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  present  it  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  for  their  consideration.  We  fully  appreciate  the 
manner  in  which  he  presents  the  subject : 

“‘It  is  the  duty  of  every  chapter  to  entertain,  its  visitors  by 
every  mark  of  courtesy  and  attention.  Yet  how  often  does  it 
occur  that  a  companion,  possibly  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,, 
his  heart  yearning  for  fraternal  companionship,  seeks  the 
Masonic  chapter,  where,  comparatively  unnoticed,  he  sits  silent 
and  alone  during  the  entire  session,  and  is  suffered  to  depart — a 
stranger  still.  This  would,  indeed,  be  considered  an  extreme 
case,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  are  few  and  far  between ; 
still,  there  are  too  many  quite  analagous  thereto.  One  great 
benefit  of  Freemasonry  is  its  social,  fraternal  tendency  and 
teaching — the  exercise  of  that  courtesy  and  kindness  due  from 
one  Mason  to  another,  and  which  no  true  Mason  can  ever  allow 
himself  to  withhold.  An  unsocial  lodge  or  chapter  is  a  Masonic 
deformity ;  and  in  it  are  generally  to  be  found  errors  that  are 
antagonistic  to  the  very  fundamental  principles  of  Masonry* 
No  chapter  can  be  what  Masonry  intended  it  should  be,  without 
the  warm  and  genial  influence  of  sociability/ 

“Again,  Companion  Baily,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Nevada,  on 
this  same  question,  calls  attention  of  his  Grand  Chapter  in 
these  words : 

“‘Another  matter  to  which  I  would  earnestly  call  your 
attention,  and  the  attention  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  this 
jurisdiction,  is  the  courtesy  which  should  ever  be  shown  ta 
visiting  companions.  Only  too  frequently  is  it  the  case  that  a 
visiting  companion,  having  proven  himself  bright  and  entirely 
worthy,  instead  of  being  taken  by  the  hand  and  receiving  a 
warm  and  fraternal  greeting  and  welcome,  is  received  coldly, 
allowed  to  sit  unnoticed  and  alone,  and  to  depart  as  much  of  a 
stranger  as  when  he  came.  This  is  no  part  of  Masonry,  but 
really  a  violation  of  its  principles  and  its  teachings — a  sin  of 
omission.  Let  this  be  amended.  Make  visiting  companions 
not  only  cordially  welcome,  but  make  them  feel  that  they  are 
indeed  at  home  and  among  brothers  and  companions/ 

“We  earnestly  hope  that  the  officers  of  the  several  chapters 
within  our  own  jurisdiction  will  see  that  in  the  future  no  visitor 
shall  knock  for  admission  without  receiving  cordial  greetings, 
and  assurances  that  we  regard  him  as  a  friend  and  "not  as  a 

sp  y.” 
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Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed,  and  in  speaking  of  the 
withdrawal  of  Comp.  Meyer  from  the  reportorial  field  the  Com¬ 
mittee  present  their  regrets,  with  the  hope  that  their  relations 
with  the  present  Committee  may  be  as  pleasant  and  agreeable  as 
heretofore. 

We  join  in  these  regrets  with  our  companions  in  reference  to 
the  withdrawal  of  our  Companion,  and  the  hope  for  pleasant 
relations  is  fully  reciprocated. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the  8  2d  &  83d 
Annual  Convocations  are  before  us.  They  were  both  held  in  the 
city  of  Providence.  The  first  on  March  9th  1880  and  the  2d 
on  March  8  th  1881. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  held  March  9th,  1880,  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  Rev.  Wm.  N.  Ackley  with  all  the  Grand 
Officers  were  present,  together  with  six  P.  G.  H.  Priests,  six  P.  G. 
Kings,  four  P.  G.  Scribes,  and  the  representatives  from  ten  sub¬ 
ordinate  chapters.  There  were  also  present  sixteen  grand 
representatives. 

Grand  High  Priest,  Rev.  Wm.  N.  Ackley,  delivered  his  An¬ 
nual  Address.  We  quote  his  opening. 

“  Companions  : — I  speak  the  word  of  welcome  to  you  all  to¬ 
day  under  a  keen  sense  of  gratitude  to  that  beneficent  Ruler  of  the 
universe,  whose  fatherly  hand  has  shielded  us  from  many  a 
threatening  evil  during  the  year  now  passed,  and  whose  gracious 
Providence  has  suffered  us  to  gather  again  about  the  sacred  altar 
where  the  utterance  of  His  great  and  holy  name  bespeaks  our 
loyal  faith  and  trust.  Through  His  loving-kindness  we  are 
moving  still  amid  the  busy  scenes  of  active  life,  are  gathered 
here  to-day  to  be  made  glad  with  the  fraternal  greetings  of  this 


annual  re-union.  We  assemble  to  tell  the  story  of  the  cycle  just 
completed,  to  draw  our  designs  for  the  work  of  the  year  to 
come,  to  give  form  and  permanence  in  written  records  to  the 
things  that  concern  the  weal  of  our  Royal  Craft.  That  which 
we  are  placing  now  among  the  annals  of  this  Grand  Body  will 
ere  long  be  counted  among  the  venerated  memorials  of  the  past. 
But  there  shall  be  made  here  to-day,  and  throughout  our  ranks 
all  along  the  swiftly  maturing  years,  records  more  enduring 
than  such  as  reveal  their  story  to  the  fleshly  eye.  On  the  tablet 
of  the  soul  are  graven  memorials  that  shall  be  fresh  and  wield 
their  power  when  scenes  chiselled  in  the  defiant  granite  shall 
have  been  effaced.  Life’s  storv  is  feebly  told  with  either  tongue 
or  pen  : 

“We  live  in  deeds,  not  years ;  in  thoughts,  not  breaths  ; 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial, 

We  should  count  time  by  heart-throbs.  He  most  lives 
Who  thinks  most— feels  the  noblest,— acts  the  best.” 

% 

He  announced  the  decease  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Christian  M. 
Nestell  in  the  following  language. 

(C  Since  our  last  Annual  Convocation  one  of  our  permanent 
members,  a  veteran  in  years,  in  heart  a  loyal  and  devoted  Com¬ 
panion,  has  passed  the  veil  into  the  great  mystic  temple  of  the 
hereafter.  R.  E.  Companion.  Christian  "  M.  Nestell  was 
exalted  in  Providence  Chapter,  January  30,  1823.  He  held  the 
office  of  Grand  Scribe  in  1832,  and  was  Grand  Secretary  in 
1840  and  1841.  He  died  in  Providence  on  the  26th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-eight.  Through  his  long  Masonic 
life  he  was  most  enthusiastic  in  his  devotion  to  those  principles 
and .  usages  so  sacred  with  all  loyal  members  of  the  Craft. 
Luring  that  period  of  bitter  opposition  through  which  Masonry 
in  this  state  was  once  called  upon  to  pass,  Companion  Nestell 
ever  manifested  a  loving  and  unswerving  devotion.  His  testi¬ 
mony  before  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  at  that 
time  shows  how  his  unflinching  loyalty  rested  upon  an  intelligent 
conviction  and  a  manly  reverence  for  those  eternal  principles 
which  underlie  our  whole  Masonic  system.  In  the  course  of 
his  examination  before  that  body,  he  says:  ‘  As  a  man  and  a 
Mason  I  consider  my  duties  to  my  Creator  paramount  to  all 
other  duties.  *  *  *  The  invocation  attached  to  each  degree  I 
have  always  understood  to  be  between  my  Creator  and  myself. 

*  *  *  I  consider  the  prominent  object  of  Freemasonry  is  to 
promote  the  best  interest  of  mankind.  *  *  *  Every  Mason  is 
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bound  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  all  worthy  Brethren,  no  matter 
whether  they  originated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  in  which  he 
resides,  or  sprung  from  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth.  *  *  * 
The  moral  precepts  which  Masonry  inculcates,  have  been  a  great 
stimulus  in  teaching  me  to  render  every  man  his  just  due  with¬ 
out  distinction.  *  *  *  I  consider  it  my  duty  as  a  Mason  so  to 
live  and  conduct  myself  as  to  avoid  becoming  a  subject  of  re¬ 
proach,  and  use  my  endeavors  to  preserve  unsullied  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Institution.’  Thus  it  was  that  Companion  Nestell 
stood  bravely  to  his  duty  in  the  face  of  the  fiercest  opposition 
and  manifested  that  chivalric  devotion  which  is  in  itself  an 
element  of  power.  He  was  fitly  laid  to  rest,  honored  by  the  last 
inspiring  rites  of  our  Order.  Noble  lives  can  never  perish.” 

In  regard  to  the  grand  visitations  he  says : 

“  It  has  been  my  effort  during  the  past  year  to  visit  as  many 
of  the  Chapters  as  possible,  not  only  to  gain  an  insight  into  their 
general  condition,  but  also  to  become  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  Companions  in  every  part  of  the  jurisdiction.  And  it 
is  with  no  little  gratification  that  I  am  thus  enabled  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  manifest  loyalty  of  spirit,  the  elevated  moral 
tone,  and  the  general  good  feeling  prevailing  in  every  quarter. 
The  most  cordial  welcome  which  the  Grand  Officers  have  every¬ 
where  received  indicates  a  Masonic  heart  sending  its  thrills  of 
fraternal  feeling  into  every  part  of  the  one  great  body.” 

Of  capitulary  Masonry  he  adds : 

“  One  of  the  most  hopeful  aspects  of  Capitular  Masonry 
within  our  borders  to-day,  as  revealed  to  me  in  my  visits  to  the 
different  Chapters,  is  the  general  elevation  of  tone  and  venera¬ 
tion  for  our  principles  among  the  Companions,  and  the  earnest 
determination  of  officers  to  guard  scrupulously  that  dignity  of 
decorum  which  alone  is  in  consonance  with  the  exalted  teachings 
of  our  Order.  Nothing  can  invest  masonry  with  strength  and 
grandeur  like  leaving  it  to  be  simply  its  own  proper  self.  Noth¬ 
ing  shall  have  power  so  effectually  to  silence  the  cavils  with 
which  it  is  sometimes  assailed  as  that  living  witness  to  its 
sublime  principles  to  be  found  in  the  upright  course  of  its 
votaries.  Mightier  than  any  power  of  speech  is  the  living  deed. 
Let  the  Craft  but  show  in  their  lives  a  true  veneration  for  our 
lofty  teachings,  and  the  impotent  execrations  of  a  fierce  opposi- 
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tion  shall  fall  powerless  as  tiny  pebbles  against  the  adamantine 
fortress.  May  it  more  and  more  become  our  lofty  aim,  as  we 
grow  continually  into  a  larger  knowledge  of.  those  truths  on 
which  we  build  our  mystic  temple,  to  bring  into  more  perfect 
harmony  the  divine  rule  of  action  and  the  purpose  and  conduct 
of  our  lives ;  remembering  how  to  the  All  seeing  Eye,  the  heart 
and  not  the  hand  reveals  the  man,  how  not  this  day’s  success 
alone  is  counted  wealth,  how  the  guarantee  of  fruitage  lies  in 
the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  workman.  Be  it  ours,  Com¬ 
panions,  so  to  measure  life  to-day  and  always,  so  to  engrave  our 
record,  not  more  of  deeds  than  of  high  resolves,  among  the 
annals  of  eternity.” 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presented  no 
review  from  the  fact  that  it  was  contemplated  to  commence  the 
printing  of  the  early  records  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  by 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  done  and  a  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose. 

The  election  for  Grand  Officers  resulted  as  follows: 

Grand  High  Priest,  J.  P.  Sanborn;  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  James  C.  Blake;  Grand  King,  Anson  Greene;  Grand 
Scribe,  Amos  A.  Pevey;  Grand  Treasurer,  Clinton  D.  Sellew; 
Grand  Secretary,  William  R.  Greene. 

This  election  shows  that  in  Rhode  Island,  as  in  most  other 
jurisdictions,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  course,  that  because  one  is 
successful  in  being  elected  Grand  Scribe  he  follows  on  in  regular 
succession  to  the  Grand  High  Priesthood.  Not  one  of  the  first 
four  elective  officers  were  in  elective  positions  until  called  upon 
at  this  Convocation  to  fill  these  important  stations.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  elect  was  what  is  known  in  their  jurisdiction  as 
Grand  Lecturer;  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  elect  was  the 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner;  the  Grand  King  elect  held  no  office 
in  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Grand  Scribe  elect  was  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Captain ;  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were 
retained. 
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At  the  Eighty-third  Annual  Convocation  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  John  P.  Sanborn,  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  were 
present,  with  nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  one  Past  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  five  Past  Grand  Kings,  five  Past  Grand 
Scribes,  and  Representatives  from  nine  Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  he 

says: 

aThe  year  that  has  just  passed  has  been  one  of  universal  peace 
and  prosperity  to  our  land,  and  our  beloved  Order  has  in  a 
measure  felt  the  result  of  that  prosperity.  While  the  increase 
in  membership  may  not  have  been  large,  I  trust  that  the  ma¬ 
terial  selected  has  been  such  as  will  increase  the  strength  and 
usefulness  of  our  Order  as  the  years  advance. 

“  The  utmost  harmony  and  good  will  have  prevailed  through¬ 
out  our  jurisdiction;  neither  confusion  nor  dissension  has  arisen 
among  the  workmen,  and  the  walls  of  our  beautiful  temple  of 
Masonry,  we  trust,  have  been  materially  strengthened  by  the 
year’s  labors. 

“The  duties  of  my  office  have  been  pleasant  rather  than 
onerous;  the  prevailing  spirit  of  good  fellowship  among  the 
companions  has  called  for  the  settlement  of  no  disputes  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest;  neither  have  I  been  called  upon  to  render 
any  decisions  of  importance. 

“  The  year  has  been  moderate^  prosperous  as  far  as  the 
making  of  new  members  is  concerned.  The  Chapters  in  the 
larger  towns  have  had  the  usual  amount  of  work,  while  many 
of  the  smaller  Chapters  that  have  done  little  or  no  work  during 
these  years  of  depression  have  this  year  taken  new  life,  and  the 
prospect  for  the  coming  year  is  most  encouraging.” 

Other  business  was  of  purely  a  local  character.  This  year, 
however,  the  Grand  Officers  were  better  treated,  all  being 
re-elected. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  the  finances  to  be  in 
excellent  condition. 
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SOUTH  CAKOLINA.  • 


This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  Charleston  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1881.  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  F.  F.  Gary,  M.  D.,  with  all  the 
elective  Grand  Officers  present.  Two  Past  Grand  Officers  and 
Representatives  of  twenty-one  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address.  He 
says: 

“I  expected,  at  this  Convocation,  to  report  that  ‘the  morning 
had  come/  and  ‘the  bright  star  of  Capitular  Masonry  had 
risen/ 

11 1  We  have  looked  Eastward,  to  see  the  darkness  melt, 

The  light  grow  stronger, 

And  dawn  break  sweet  across  the  haze.’ 

But  darkness  lingers,  hope  is  deferred,  and  the  future  is  yet 
shrouded  in  uncertainty. 

“There  are  many  and  various  reasons  why  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  languishes ;  among  those  that  most  seriously  impede  its 
progress,  is  the  large  number  of  secret  societies  recently  organ¬ 
ized,  and  that  group  themselves  about  Masonry,  and  make 
capital  on  its  name  and  reputation.  These  societies  give  their 
membership  social  advantages  similar  to  those  offered  by  our 
own,  and  in  addition,  insurance.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  these 
societies  are  largely  patronized  by  Masons,  who,  as  they  give 
their  time  and  means,  correspondingly  withdraw  their  attendance 
from  the  Chapter.  Another  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  Subordinate  Chapters  have  too  little  work  to  do,  and  in  this 
way  neglect  the  regular  Convocations,  contenting  themselves 
with  an  occasional  meeting,  two  or,  at  most,  but  a  few  times 
during  the  year.  In  this  way  there  is  an  indifference  soon  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  neglect.  Many  of  the  officers,  through  this  lack  of 
fervency  and  zeal,  which  should  distinguish  all  Arch  Masons, 
allow  themselves  to  grow  ‘rusty’  in  the  ritual,  and  soon  forget 
how  to  confer  the  beautiful  and  impressive  degrees  in  their 
proper  form,  and  at  last,  tired  of  paying  dues  to  an  institution 
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for  which  they  have  lost  interest,  suffer  their  names  to  be  erased 
from  the  roll.  Another  cause  may  be  found  in  the  granting  of 
too  many  charters  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  consequences  are 
many  Chapters  likely  to  expire  at  any  moment,  rather  than  a 
few  strong  in  numbers  and  influence.  The  critical  period 
through  which  we  are  passing  ought  to  bring  ns  closer  together, 
that  some  scheme  may  be  devised  for  the  arrest  of  whatever  may 
tend  to  destroy  the  usefulness  and  perpetuity  of  our  institution. 
The  prosperity  of  our  Order  largely  depends  upon  the  character 
of  the  men  who  comprise  it,  and  who  truly  illustrate  in  their 
daily  walk  the  grand  and  beautiful  principles  upon  which  it  is 
reared,  rather  than  on  numbers.  I  appeal  to  such  to  rescue  it 
from  its  embarassed  condition,  confident  that  proficiency  in  the 
Ritual,  greater  promptness  in  the  attendance  upon  the  regular 
Convocations,  and  a  stricter  enforcement  of  the  regulations  will 
be  attended  with  more  success  and  a  better  showing  in  every 
respect.  The  dark  cloud  of  financial  adversity  is  being  lifted, 
under  the  brightening  influence  of  returning  prosperity.  The 
country  at  large  has  reaped  a  rich  and  bounteous  harvest  from 
fruitful  soil,  business  has  greatly  revived  in  our  midst,  and  with 
it  activity  in  all  branches  of  trade  and  commerce.  With  this 
revival  in  business  Capitular  Masonry  ought  to  receive  a  corres¬ 
ponding  impetus.” 

As  to  the  financial  condition : 

“The  committee  of  last  year  reported  a  deficiency  of  $421.46, 
after  leaving  out  the  printing  of  the  Report  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence,  so  ably  prepared  by  our  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  J. 
E.  Burke.  Your  efforts  are  invited  to  digest  some  plan  whereby 
we  may  live  within  our  income,  and  resume  the  publication  of 
the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.” 

At  the  last  Convocation  a  resolution  was  passed  that  the  Grand 
Secretary  make  immediate  inquiry  concerning  such  Chapters  as 
have  forfeited  their  charters  by  failure  to  make  returns. 

Under  this  resolution,  the  Grand  High  Priest  directed  that 
fifteen  Chapters  should  be  stricken  from  the  roll,  and  their 
charters  recalled.  Their  numbers  are  4,  8,  10,  15,  16,  23,  26, 
29,  30,  31,  37,  38,  39,  40,  42. 
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The  Election  of  Grand  Officers  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Companion  J.  Adger  Smyth,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  Companion  J.  E.  Burke,  Grand  Secretary. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  Annual  Grand  Convocation 
at  Charleston. 

No  review  by  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 


TENNESSEE. 


The  Fifty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Nashville,  November  11th,  1880.  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest,  Joe  H.  Bullock,  with  Grand  Officers 
present.  Ten  Past  Grand  Officers,  eight  Grand  Representatives 
and  fifty-three  Subordinate  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  mostly 
of  local  interest. 

The  mention  of  the  dedication  of  the  Masonic  Temple  at 
Memphis  is  as  follows : 

“On  the  6th  of  April  last  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present 
and  presiding  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  Chapter-room 
in  new  Masonic  Temple,  Memphis.  This  edifice  is  a  just  object 
of  pride  to  the  Brethren  and  Companions  of  Memphis,  the 
rooms  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  Chapter  are,  by  far,  the  most 
appropriately  arranged  of  any  that  I  have  ever  seen.  The 
arrangement  of  these  rooms  was  designed  and  executed  by  Com¬ 
panion  W.  S.  Matthews,  High  Priest  of  Memphis  Chapter,  95, 
one  of  the  most  earnest,  zealous  Masons  I  have  ever  known, 
and  deserving  of  warmer  encomiums  than  I  am  able  to  bestow.” 

In  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  order,  he  says : 

“This  is  a  subject  that  demands  our  serious  consideration. 
During  the  last  few  years  several  of  our  Chapters  have  forfeited 
12 
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their  Charters.  Others  that  still  exist  are  in  a  languishing  con¬ 
dition,  while  very  few  are  live,  working  bodies.  A  number  of 
causes  have  operated  to  bring  about  this  result. 

1.  “The  multiplicity  of  new  orders  that  have  sprung  up 
within  the  last  few  years. 

2.  “The  railroad  manner  in  which  degrees  are  conferred,  and 
the  consequent  ignorance  of  the  work  and  lectures  resulting 
therefrom. 

3.  “The  pernicious  practice  of  keeping  one  man,  however 
good  and  zealous  he  may  be,  continually  in  office  as  High  Priest, 
so  that  no  one  else  learns  the  work.7’ 

•1/  -*1?  'Js  ^ 

^ 

“To  you,  my  Companions,  one  and  all,  Representatives  and 
Presiding  Officers  of  Subordinate  Chapters,  *  let  me  say  that  if 
Capitular  Masonry  is  languishing,  we,  as  the  Presiding  Officers, 
are,  in  a  large  measure,  responsible.  Let  us  resolve  that  in  the 
future  we  will  be  more  zealous,  that  we  will  impart  light  and 
knowledge  to  our  less  informed  brethren,  to  the  end  that 
Capitular  Masonry  may  be  an  active,  working  agency  for  good 
throughout  our  Jurisdiction.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Statement  shows  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  be  in  good  financial  condition. 

Comp.  Gideon  R.  Gwynne  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  Comp.  John  Frizzell  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Charters  of  Pinewood  Chapter,  No.  41,  and  Keystone 
Chapter,  No.  113,  were  declared  forfeited. 

The  abstract  of  returns  from  Subordinate  Chapters  shows 
that  there  are  within  the  State,  2975  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 


TEXAS. 


The  thirty-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  City  of 
Houston  on  December  9th,  1880.  All  the  Grand  Officers 


present.  A  Constitutional  number  of  representatives  of  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  being  present,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened 
in  ample  form. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Z.  E.  Coombes,  delivered  his 
annual  address,  in  which  he  relates  his  official  work  for  the  past 
year.  Three  new  Chapters  have  been  constituted.  He  adds: 

“With  over  one  hundred  Chapters,  and  a  membership  of 
more  than  three  thousand  upon  our  rolls,  so  profoundly  have 
the  ‘tenets  of  our  profession’  been  impressed  upon  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  the  Royal  Craft  that  my  labors  as  Grand  High 
Priest  have  been  exceedingly  light.  I  have  had  no  case  of  dis¬ 
cipline;  no  word  of  complaint  has  come  up  to  me  from  any 
part  of  our  jurisdiction.” 

Comp.  John  B.  McMahon  was  elected  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  Comp.  Robert  Brewster  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  present  a  review  of 
Fifteen  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Pennsylvania  not  being  one  of  the 
number,  with  sixteen  others,  from  no  fault  of  the  Committee. 
Circumstances  preventing  the  finishing  of  the  report  in  time  to 
print. 


VERMONT. 


The  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  on  June  17th,  1881.  M. 
E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Alfred  A.  Hall,  with  all  the  Grand 
Officers  present.  One  P.  G.  H.  Priest,  and  the  representatives 
of  eight  Foreign  Grand  Chapters,  together  with  the  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  twenty-five  Subordinate  Chapters,  also  present. 

The  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest,  submitted  his  annual  address.  He 
says : 
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“Most  of  the  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  are  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Around  their  altars  kneel  men  of  ability  and  earnestness, 
who  labor  to  make  their  Chapters  a  credit  to  the  institution  and 
to  their  localities.  Of  a  few,  I  can  but  speak  unfavorably.  If 
not  dead,  they  are  sleeping ;  and  unless  they  awake  speedily 
should  be  buried.  Whether  this  condition  is  due  to  a  first  cause, 
viz :  that  Chapters  never  should  have  been  located  where  they 
are,  or  whether  it  is  the  fault  of  the  members,  I  am  unable  to 
say.  It  should  prove  a  lesson  to  us  to  be  careful  about  estab¬ 
lishing  new  Chapters. 

“  During  my  official  connection  with  this  Grand  Body,  I  have 
often  noted  the  fact  that  subordinate  Chapters  do  not  always 
chose  the  best  men  for  officers.  It  is  not  a  matter  that  concerns 
a  single  Chapter,  but  one  of  general  interest.  Our  institutions 
is  judged  of  by  its  members  and  often  by  its  officers,  and  it  in 
of  the  highest  iihportance  that  selections  be  made  with  great 
care.  ‘But/  says  my  technical  friend,  ‘our  elections  are  held 
without  nominations  or  previous  arrangements.  Electioneering 
is  unmasonicf 

The  misunderstanding  of  this  principal  has  proved  a  stumb¬ 
ling  block  and  detriment  to  many  Masonic  bodies.  Let  us  look 
beyond  the  word  to  the  intention  of  those  who  laid  down  this 
general  rule. 

Unmasonic  electioneering,  as  I  understand  it,  is  the  stooping 
to  political  practices  in  the  interest  of  self  or  friends  for  office;  con¬ 
temptible  in  politics,  and,  if  practiced  in  the  slightest  degree  in 
a  Masonic  body,  justly  reprehensible. 

“It  is  not  nnmasonic,  if  in  the  right  spirit,  the  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  canvass  the  qualifications  of  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  various  offices  and  reasonably  advocate  their  fitness ; 
nor  is  an  honest  ambition  for  office  to  be  condemned. 

“I  can  understand  how  greater  harm  may  result  from  a 
chance  ballot,  for  such  it  often  is,  when  the  annuals  come  in  and 
out-vote  the  regulars ,  than  in  a  careful  looking  over  and  selec¬ 
tion  of  officers. 

“When  the  best  men  are  selected,  they  have  much  to  do: 
they  must  perfect  themselves  in  the  work  and  executive  duties ; 
they  must  also  learn  the  art  of  interesting  the  members  and 
attracting  them  to  the  meetings.  If  one  experiment  fails,  adopt 
another.  Your  full  duty  will  not  be  discharged  until  you  can 
look  with  pride  upon  the  flourishing  condition  of  your  Chapter. 
Rest  assured  that  the  satisfaction  to  be  derived  from  such  a 
result  and  the  approbation  of  your  Companions  will  amply 
reward  you.” 
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The  Grand  Treasurer’s  account  shows  a  good  balance. 

M.  E.  Homer  M.  Phelps,  of  Burlington,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  E.  William  H.  S.  Whitcomb  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Edward  S.  Dana,  in  which  he  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  thirty-nine  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania 
being  among  the  number. 


VIRGINIA. 


This  Grand  Chapter  met  at  the  City  of  Richmond,  and  held 
its  Seventy-third  Grand  Annual  Convocation. 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  and  Representatives 
from  Twenty-two  Subordinate  Chapters.  A  number  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Foreign  Grand  Chapters  also  present. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Samuel  M.  Bowman,  delivered 
his  annual  address.  He  says  : 

“  Through  the  mercies  and  loving  kindness  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  we  are  permitted  again  to  assemble  around  our  altar,  on 
this  our  seventy-third  Grand  Annual  Convocation.  We  come 
to  learn  the  words  of  wisdom  and  truth,  as  handed  down  to  us 
by  our  loved  and  honored  predecessors,  and  to  strengthen  us  in 
those  cardinal  virtues  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  which  are 
our  bonds  of  union,  given  to  us  by  the  Great  Master  Workman, 
— the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  universe, — and  which  should 
control  our  every  action  and  direct  our  every  step  in  building 
this  great  Temple — erected  to  love,  harmony  and  concord. 
Through  His  kindness  we  are  again  permitted  to  mingle  togeth¬ 
er,  to  counsel  with  each  other  for  the  good  and  advancement  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  and  now,  my  Companions,  as  we  assemble 
around  our  sacred  altar,  let  us  lift  our  hearts  in  grateful  thanks 
to  Him,  for  the  many  blessings  which  He  has  bestowed  upon 
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us;  and  let  us  ask  that  His  presence  may  ever  be  with  us  to 
guide  and  direct  our  work.  And  as  the  foundation  has  been 
laid,  and  the  Temple  is  in  course  of  construction,  let  us  not 
forget  that  Truth  is  its  corner  stone,  and  that  upon  its  strict 
observance  and  practice  alone  our  hopes  depend.  Then,  my 
Companions,  let  us  never  for  one  moment  forget  this  great  foun¬ 
dation  stone.  Take  it  away  and  the  tongue  of  profanes  might 
justly  proclaim  our  Temple  a  worthless  structure,  and  it  would 
soon  crumble  and  fall  into  its  merited  oblivion.  But,  my  Com¬ 
panions,  I  feel  well  assured  that,  like  all  good  workmen,  you 
will  be  governed  by  your  chart,  and  as  long  as  that  shall  be 
your  guide,  Capitular  Masonry  will  prove  a  shining  light  and 
an  instrument  of  much  good  in  ameliorating  the  sorrows  and 
sufferings  of  mankind  throughout  the  world. 

“I  am  glad  to  report  to  you  that  the  Craft  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  is  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  and  harmony  pre¬ 
vails.  My  duties  have  been  light,  I  have  not  been  called  upon 
to  decide  any  question  of  law.  This  speaks  well  for  the  Order 
and  the  intelligence  of  its  members.  Several  questions  were 
submitted  to  me  by  Marion  Chapter,  No.  54,  which  I  referred 
to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  District  in  which 
that  Chapter  is  located,  as  it  is  made  his  ‘duty  to  expound 
Masonic  law  and  usage.’  But  there  is  an  appeal  through  him, 
from  his  decision,  to  the  Grand  High  Priest.  As  such  an 
appeal  has  not  been  made  to  me,  I  take  it  for  granted  the  Com¬ 
panions  are  content.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  a  small  balance. 

M.  E.  Peyton  Skipwith  Coles  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest 
and  M.  E.  William  B.  Isaacs  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  from  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 


We  are  in  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual 
Grand  Convocations.  That  of  1879  was  held  on  the  13th  day 
of  November  in  the  city  of  Wheeling.  M.  E.  John  W.  Gran- 
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tharn,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  all  the  elective  Grand  Officers 
present.  Representatives  from  fourteen  Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address,  mostly' 
of  local  interest. 

A  Xew  Chapter  had  been  constituted  at  Charlestown,  to  be 
known  as  Jefferson  Chapter. 

The  Election  resulted  in  selecting  M.  E.  Arthur  Sinsel, 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  R.  E.  Odell  S.  Long,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  1880  was  held  in  Wheeling  on 
the  8th  day  of  Xovember;  all  the  Grand  Officers  present,  and 
representatives  from  ten  Subordinate  Chapters. 

Grand  High  Priest,  Arthur  Sinsel,  delivered  his  annual 
address.  He  says: 

UI  am  glad  to  state  that  a  number  of  the  Chapters  in  our  State 
are  doing  nobly  for  the  Royal  craft;  they  seem  to  be  imbued 
with  that  fervency  and  zeal  that  should  actuate  all  Royal  Arch 
Masons  I  regret  to  say  that,  from  the  best  information  that  I 
have,  we  have  some  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  that  have  a 
name  to  live,  yet  they  are  dead.  I  hope  it  mav  be  your  pleas¬ 
ure  to  devise  some  means  whereby  we  may  all  press  forward 
with  renewed  earnestness  and  zeal  in  the  good  cause  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry;  that  our  lives  may  be  of  use  to  our  fellow- 
men,  and  when  we  pass  into  that  undiscovered  country,  whence 
no  traveler  returns,  we  may  go  with  a  sustaining  consciousness 
of  duty  well  performed,  to  receive  the  reward  reserved  for  the 
faithful.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  healthy  condition  of 
the  finances. 

M.  E.  Wm.  H.  H.  Elick  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
R.  E.  Odell  S.  Long  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  returns  of  Chartered  Chap¬ 
ters  shows  the  present  number  of  members  to  be  406,  five 
Chapters,  however,  making  no  returns,  out  of  seventeen. 

Xo  report  on  Correspondence. 
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MINNESOTA. 


The  Nineteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  St.  Paul, 
October  12th,  1880.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Thomas 
Montgomery,  with  all  Grand  Officers,  a  number  of  Past  Grand 
Officers  and  Representatives  from  twenty-three  Subordinate 
Chapters  present. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address 
from  which  we  quote.  He  decided  as  follows : 

“4.  Statement. — An  applicant  for  the  degrees  was  favorbly 
reported  on  by  the  committee — the  ballot  was  spread,  and  one 
black  ball  appearing,  it  was  again  passed  with  the  same  result, 
and  the  candidate  was  declared  rejected.  There  were  present 
nine  regular  R.  A.  Masons,  but  only  seven  were  members  of 
the  chapter.  Certain  members  insisted  that  the  H.  P.  did 
wrong  in  passing  the  ballot  in  the  first  place,  and  requested  him 
to  order  another  ballot  at  a  subsequent  meeting  when  nine 
members  were  present.  The  H.  P.  thinking  he  had  acted  right 
in  the  first  place,  refused  to  do  so  until  a  decision  in  the  case 
was  obtained  from  the  G.  H.  P. 

“  I  decided  that  the  ballot  in  this  case  was  void  and  of  no 
effect,  and  advised  that  a  new  ballot  be  had  at  the  first  regular 
convocation  at  which  nine  or  more  members  of  the  chapter  were 
present.” 

He  says : 

ft  I  am  happy  to  say  that  on  the  whole  our  Order  is  enjoying 
a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity,  and  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
peace,  love  and  unity  prevail  in  all  our  borders.  There 
has  not  been  a  very  rapid  increase  in  membership  but  this, 
of  itself,  need  not  seriously  grieve  us.  Ht  is  not  the  quantity 
but  the  quality  of  the  membership  to  which  we  should  look 
and  which  should  excite  pride  and  admiration/” 
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In  reference  to  the  decorum  in  conferring  degrees  he  says: 

“  A  promiscuous  custom,  having  a  tendency  to  mar  the  other¬ 
wise  impressive  ceremonies  of  some  of  our  degrees,  prevails, 
I  fear,  in  many  chapters.  I  allude  to  the  practice  of  making 
sport  at  the  expense  of  the  candidate.  Such  conduct  deserves 
the  severest  censure,  and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  any  H. 
P,  For  want  of  due  decorum,  it  often  happens  that  the  sym¬ 
bolism  of  what  should  be  a  solemn  and  impressive  ceremony  is 
entirely  lost  sight  of ;  the  candidate  feels  that  he  is  being  trifled 
with  and  degraded,  and  members  of  a  refined,  dignified  or  sensi¬ 
tive  nature  are  often  disgusted. 

I  insist  that  there  is  a  wealth  of  meaning  in  all  our  ceremonies 
that  their  symbolic  teachings  are  simply  sublime,  and  that  no 
candidate  should  be  deprived  of  the  full  benefit  of  that  to  which 
he  is  justly  entitled,  by  the  foolish  and  senseless,  not  to  to  say 
inhuman,  practice  which  so  often  mars  the  beauty  and  sublimity, 
especially  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

“  I  recommend  that  this  Grand  Chapter  set  the  seal  of  its  con¬ 
demnation  on  all  such  frivolty  and  nonsense  in  the  work,  and 
require  it  to  be  done  in  an  orderly  and  impressive  manner/’ 


The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  the  finances  to  be  in 
good  condition. 


Comp.  W.  G.  Bronson,  of  Stillwater,  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  Companion  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary.  . 

w 


The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  made  a  Report, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters, 
Pennsylvania  being  among  the  number,  which  is  very  fraternally 
noticed.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Companion  A.  C.  C.  Pierson, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
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MAINE. 


This  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  assembled  in  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  at  Masonic  Hall,  Portland,  on  May  3d,  1881.  The 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Joseph  M.  Hayes,  and  all  the 
Grand  Officers  present.  Forty-one  Subordinate  Chapters  out 
of  forty-three,  represented ;  also,  nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
three  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  one  Past  Grand  King 
and  one  Past  Grand  Scribe,  and  Representatives  of  twenty-four 
Grand  Jurisdictions. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address. 

He  says : 

“  Taking  the  past  year  as  a  whole,  we  have  cause  for  thank¬ 
fulness.  There  has  been  nothing  of  serious  detriment  to  the 
Craft  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge ;  harmony  and  peace  have 
generally  prevailed.  We  recognize  the  fact  that  the  strength  of 
our  Institution  is  not  in  its  numbers,  but  in  the  moral  worth  and 
zeal  of  its  members.  Let  us  then,  Companions,  daily  renew  our 
covenants,  let  us  pledge  ourselves  that  by  no  act  of  ours  shall 
the  fair  proportions  of  our  Temple  be  defaced ;  that  no  column, 
chapiter  or  stone  of  that  great  moral  edifice  be  obliterated ;  but, 
living  in  the  full  discharge  of  all  our  duties,  having  consciences 
void  of  offence,  we  all  may  hopefully  await  the  final  summons.” 

He  announced,  in  feeling  terms,  the  death  of  R.  E.,  F.  Loring 
Talbot,  Past  Grand  King,  who  died  November  10th,  1880,  aged 
56  years.  He  was  Grand  King  in  1868.  * 

Also,  the  death  of  R.  E.  Peleg  Sprague,  who  died  in  Boston, 
October  13th,  1880.  He  was  Past  Grand  King. 

Dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Liberty  was  issued,  to  be 
called  St.  George’s  Chapter. 

He  reports  the  financial  condition  to  be  healthy. 
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M.  E.  Joseph  A.  Locke  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and 
R.  E.  Ira  Berry  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  Companions 
Drummond  and  Derby.  All  the  American  Jurisdictions  are 
reviewed  as  well  as  England,  Ireland,  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia  and 
Canada. 


GRAND  MARK  LODGE  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons  and  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown 
is  before  us  and  it  contains  the  two  half  yearly  Communications. 
The  first  held  at  Freemason’s  Tavern,  upon  Tuesday,  Novem¬ 
ber  30th,  1880,  and  the  second  held  at  The  Criterion,  Piccadilly, 
Tuesday,  May  31st,  1881,  being  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the 
foundation  of  Mark  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Meeting  held  November  30th,  1880,  was  largely  at¬ 
tended. 

Warrants  for  seven  new  Lodges  have  been  issued  as  follows : 

No.  262,  St.  Martin,  Canterbury,  Kent;  No.  263,  Union  of 
Malta,  Malta;  No.  264,  Eothen,  Hong  Kong;  No.  265,  Flem¬ 
ing,  Newark,  Notts;  No.  266,  Amherst,  Sandgate,  Kent; 
No.  267,  King  Charles  the  Martyr,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Kent; 
No.  268,  Lathem,  Southport,  Lancashire. 

The  entire  proceedings,  as  recorded,  are  so  novel  that  we  feel 
inclined  to  give  an  abstract,  but  time  and  space  will  not  allow. 
Everything  said  and  done  is  recorded  in  full.  A  brother  makes 
a  motion,  and  it  is  seconded  by  another  brother.  Both  names 
are  in  full.  The  discussion  that  follows  is  recorded  in  full. 
The  remarks  of  each  brother,  as  if  taken  by  a  phonographic 
writer  are  all  in  the  proceedings,  and  so  on  with  every  item  of 
business. 
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It  is  well  that  apparently  very  little  business  was  done,  and 
that  the  brethren  speak  but  to  the  point.  If  such  was  our  own 
custom  our  printing  bill  would  soon  eat  up  all  the  funds. 

The  meeting  of  May  31st,  1881,  was  also  largely  attended. 

At  this  meeting  the  M.  W.  G.  M.  M.  M.  said : 

“  Now,  Brethren,  before  we  proceed  to  the  rest  of  the  agenda, 
it  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  inform  you  that  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Leopold,  Duke  of  Albany,  has  graciously  consented  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Mark 
Degree.  It  will  be  in  proper  form  if  you  now  agree  by  accla¬ 
mation  that  that  appointment  be  conferred. 

“  The  vote  was  passed  by  acclamation,  and  His  Royal  High¬ 
ness,  Prince  Leopold,  Duke  of  Albany,  was  proclaimed  and 
saluted  as  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  order.” 

Brother  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Portal  M.  A.,  G.  P.  M.  M.  M.,  con¬ 
ducted  Lord  Henniker  to  the  M.  W.  G.  M.  M.  M.,  and  said  : 

“  M.  W.  G.  M.,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to 
you,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Lord  Henniker,  who  has 
been  unanimously  elected  by  this  Grand  Lodge  as  Grand  Master 
for  the  ensuing  year.  He  is,  as  your  Lordship  is  well  aware,  a 
Brother  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  every  walk  of  Free¬ 
masonry,  and  has  given  us  every  reason  to  feel  certain  that  in 
entrusting  that  collar  which  you  now  so  worthily  wear,  to  his 
keeping,  we  shall  be  entrusting  the  honor  and  the  interests  of 
Grand  Lodge  to  a  Brother  who  will  preserve  the  one  and  carry 
out  the  other,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  of  our  Order.  I 
have  therefore  to  present  to  you  Lord  Henniker,  and  to  request 
that  you  will  instal  him. 

“  The  M.  W.  G.  M.  M.  M. :  Bro.  Lord  Henniker,  I  am 
exceedingly  glad  that  the  choice  of  the  Brethren  has  fallen 
upon  you  to  be  my  successor  in  this  chair.  I  can  assure  you, 
you  will  find  the  duties  of  that  office  by  no  means  very  difficult. 
You  will,  on  the  contrary,  find  them  very  pleasant,  for  I  am 
glad  to  say  Mark  Masonry  is  very  prosperous,  and  Mark 
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Masons  give  their  Grand  Master  every  support.  1  have  no 
doubt  they  will  continue  to  do  so  under  your  rule.  From  what 
I  know  of  your  Masonic  history  I  am  sure  you  will  do  honor 
to  the  office  of  Grand  Master. 

“  The  Right  Hon.  Bro.  Lord  Henniker  was  then  formally 
installed,  and  afterwards  saluted  according  to  ancient  custom. 

“  The  M.  W .  G.  M.  M.  M. :  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master,  Past  Grand  Masters  and  Brethren, — I  sincerely  thank 
you  for  the  compliment  you  have  paid  me,  and  for  the  honor 
you  have  done  in  placing  me  in  this  responsible  position.  I  can 
assure  you  I  do  not  look  upon  the  task  that  I  have  undertaken 
as  a  very  light  one,  although  I  am  quite  sure  and  quite  aware 
from  my  experience  of  Mark  Masonry  that  what  your  Past 
Grand  Master  said  is  quite  true,  that  to  work  with  Mark 
Masons  is  always  a  pleasant  task.  But  this  Grand  Lodge  is  in 
a  most  flourishing  condition,  and  I  feel  it  is  not  very  easy  to 
follow  some  of  the  distinguished  Masons  who  have  held  the 
place  that  I  now  occuppy.  However,  I  know,  Brethren,  that 
Mark  Masters  always  give  their  hearty  support  to  those  who  are 
placed  in  the  position  in  which  you  have  placed  me  to-day ;  and 
I  think  1  may  also  count  upon  that  support  from  the  Mark 
Masters  of  England.  I  think  I  may  also  count  on  the  council 
and  advice  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Masters  who 
have  preceded  me.  While  I  know,  Brethren,  the  responsibility 
of  the  position  I  have  taken,  I  cannot  but  look  with  some 
degree  of  confidence,  under  the  circumstances  which  I  have 
mentioned,  to  the  future,  that  is,  to  the  term  of  my  office ;  at 
all  events  I  can  say  this,  that  I  will  give  place  to  no  one  among 
Mark  Master  Masons  in  my  desire  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  Mark  Masonry  through¬ 
out  the  country ;  and  I  will  undertake  this,  to  promise  you  I 
will  spare  no  pains  during  my  term  of  office  to  show  you  how 
much  I  appreciate  the  honor  you  have  done  me,  by  handing 
over  Grand  Lodge  in  at  least  as  prosperous  and  flourishing  a 
condition  as  it  is  at  present.  Brethren,  I  thank  you. 

“The  M.  W .  G.  M.  M.  M. :  Brethren,  my  first  pleasing  duty  is 
to  invest  your  Immediate  Past  Grand  Master  with  a  Jewel 
which  is  presented  to  him  by  Grand  Lodge,  and  I  am  sure  you 
will  agree  with  me  that  not  only  by  his  eminent  services  to 
Masonry  in  general,  but  to  Mark  Masonry  and  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  in  particular,  he  has  deserved  well  of  Grand  Lodge,  and 
we  give  him  this  Jewel  with  the  greatest  possible  pleasure  and 
satisfaction. 
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“The  Earl  of  Lathom,  P.G.M.  M.M.,  after  the  presentation, 
said:  ‘ I  thank  you,  Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brethren,  for 
the  handsome  gift  you  have  presented  to  me,  and  I  assure  you 
I  shall  always  wear  it  with  pleasant  recollections  of  the  time 
I  had  the  honour  of  ruling  over  this  Degree.  Your  Grand 
Master,  Brethren,  has  been  kind  enough  to  say  something  of  me 
which  I  hope  I  deserve;  but  I  may  say  I  always  try  to  do  my 
duty  in  every  station  of  life  in  which  I  may  be  placed,  and  when  I 
am  doing  it  in  every  degree  of  Masonry  to  which  I  belong  I 
am  only  carrying  out  the  principle  I  have  laid  down  for  every 
day  life.  I  thank  you  most  heartily.” 


QUEBEC. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  assembled  in  Fourth 
Annual  Grand  Convocation  at  Royal  Albert  Chapter  Rooms, 
Phillips  Square,  Montreal,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1880. 

Most  of  the  Grand  Officers  present.  Five  Past  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers  and  the  Representatives  of  10  Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  present  Capitular 
Masonry  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  steadily  improving. 

The  condition  of  the  finances  is  good. 

Dorchester  Chapter,  No.  17,  was  resuscitated  by  action  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  First  Principal  Z.,  John  H.  Gra¬ 
ham  was  delivered.  He  says  : 

“  Companions  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  : — Time,  in  its 
ever  onward  course,  has  brought  us  to  the  tenth  year  of  the 
twenty-fifth  century  of  the  traditional  era  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

“  This  Grand  Chapter,  being  in  comparison  but  of  yesterday, 
has  now  assembled  on  its  Fourth  Annual  Convocation,  to  which 
I  bid  you  heartily  and  fraternally  welcome. 
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“  Each  succeeding  year  shows  more  and  more  clearly  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  its  organization,  and  we  trust  that  many  succeeding 
generations  of  Loyal  Craftsmen  will  rejoice  in  upbuilding  and 
beautifying  the  Grand  Superstructure  whose  foundations^  have 
been  so  harmoniously  and  auspiciously  laid.” 

Speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  he  says : 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  have  to  report  that  peace, 
unity  and  harmony  have  continued  to  prevail  throughout  our 
jurisdiction;  that  an  increased  zeal  has  been  manifested,  and 

that  an  encouraging  degree  of  well-grounded  prosperity  has 
been  enjoyed. 

********** 

All  our  relations  to  the  Sister  Grand  Chapters  of  the  Do¬ 
minion,  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  from  nearly  all 
of  whom  we  have  received  due  recognition,  and  with  most  of 
whom  we  have  fraternal  correspondence,  and  have  exchanged 
Grand  Representatives  continue  to  be  most  harmonious  and 
satisfactory.  The  volumes  of  Proceedings  received  from  them 
are  deeply  interesting  and  instructive,  and  indicate  that  Capitu¬ 
lar  Masonry  is  fairly  prosperous  throughout  the  world. 

a  It  will  I  am  sure,  afford  you  very  great  pleasure  to  learn  that 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  has  been  duly  recognized  in 
the  most  fraternal  manner  by  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Ireland.  The  recognition  of  our  young 
Grand  Chapter  by  that  venerable  Grand  Body  has  personally 
given  me  great  satisfaction,  and  I  trust  that  circumstances  may 
soon  favor  the  interchange  of  Grand  Representatives  therewith.” 

The  election  of  Grand  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted 
as  follows : 

First  Principal  Z. :  M.  E.  Comp.  Isaac  Henry  Stearns, 

Second  Principal  H.:  R.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Edgar. 

Third,  Principal  J. :  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Luke  Robinson. 

Comp.  Angus  Grant,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Arthur  F.  Simpson.  He  reviews  28 
Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  being  frafernally  reviewed. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Freemason’s  Hall,  Halifax,  June  1st,  1880.  The 
Grand  High  Priest,  on  account  of  serious  illness,  not  being 
present,  the  Grand  King  presided.  A  Constitutional  number 
of  Subordinate  Chapters  being  represented. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  William  Taylor  was  read  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  mostly  of  local  interest. 

The  finances  are  in  good  condition. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  Report  shows  a  total  membership  of 
427,  being  a  decrease  of  ten  in  the  jurisdiction  in  the  past  year. 

No  report  on  correspondence,  but  the  Grand  Secretary  makes 
use  of  the  following  in  his  report : 

“  There  appears  to  be  a  general  desire  expressed  by  the  Royal 
Arch  Craft  in  the  Jurisdiction  that  the  Reports  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  should  be  resumed'  and  I  share  fully  in  the 
idea  of  the  usefulness  of  such  Report,  and  hope  that  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Committee  of  General  Purposes  on  the  subject 
will  be  adopted,  and  that  valuable  additions  to  the  Proceedings 
of  Grand  Chapter  be  resumed  in  the  published  transactions  of 
Grand  Chapter  for  1880-81. 

We  shall  expect  it  next  year. 

CANADA. 

The  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  held  in  Masonic  Hall,  James  Street,  in  the  city  of 
Hamilton,  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1881.  All  the  Grand 
Officers  present;  twenty-three  Past  Grand  Officers;  twenty-four 
Grand  Jurisdictions  represented.  Fifty-seven  Past  First  Prin¬ 
cipals,  and  fifty-four  Subordinate  Jurisdictions  represented,  out 
of  seventy -six. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  delivered  his  annual  addres.  He  reports 
the  condition  as  follows: 

4 

u  I  ani  gratified  to  be  in  a  position  to  report  the  continued 
prosperity  of  Capitular  Masonry,  and  the  absence  of  any  un¬ 
pleasantness  in  connection  with  our  affairs.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  all  our  Chapters  continue  to  prosper,  and  the 
utmost  good-will  prevails  among  the  Companions.” 

The  death  of  Companion  W.  H.  Weller  was  announced.  He 
died  at  Cobourg,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1881.  He  was  Past 

Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter.  A  glowing  tribute  is  paid  to  his  memory, 
both  as  a  citizen  and  Mason. 

Also  the  death  of  Companion  Jas.  Kimball,  who  was  the 
Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  a  good  cash  balance  on 
hand,  with  assets  besides,  invested,  of  $6,000. 

The  election  of  Grand  Officers  resulted  as  follows: — R.  E. 
Companion  Donald  Ross,  of  Picton,  Grand  Z.;  R.  E.  Compan¬ 
ion  Henry  MacPherson,  Grand  H. ;  R.  E.  Companion  Thomas 
Sargant,  Grand  J. ;  Companion  David  McLellan,  Grand 
Scribe  E. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  reviews  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  thirty-nine  Grand  bodies,  including  Pennsylvania.  It 
is  from  the  pen  of  Companion  Henry  Robertson,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee. 


WISCONSIN. 

This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  31st  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
City  of  Milwaukee,  on  February  15th,  1881.  The  G.  II.  P. 
was  not  present,  and  M.  E.  McVin  L.  Young,  G.  P.  H.  P.,  pre- 
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sided  as  G.  H.  P.  The  Grand  Secretary  was  the  only  Grand 
Officer  present.  But  four  Chapters  were  represented.  There 
being  no  quorum  present,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  called  from 
Labor  to  Refreshment  until  Tuesday,  February  22d.  On  that 
day  the  Grand  Chapter  was  called  to  Labor,  when  M.  E.  Fred. 
Ring,  Jr.,  Grand  High  Priest,  was  present,  with  nearly  all  the 
Grand  Officers.  There  were  also  present  eleven  Past  Grand 
Officers,  and  forty-nine  out  of  fifty-two  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  mostly 
of  local  interest.  As  to  the  state  of  the  Order,  he  says  : 

“  When  I  accepted  the  position  to  which,  by  your  favor,  I  was 
elected,  I  purposed  to  visit  as  many  Chapters  as  possible ;  but 
my  health  failed  so  much  I  was  compelled  to  seek  another 
climate  for  about  four  months,  which  materially  changed  my 
calculations.  I  hear,  however,  nothing  but  good  news  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  understand  that  at  this  meeting  we  shall 
have  reports  from  every  Chapter. 

“  We  now  number  3,292,  a  gain  of  126  since  last  report. 

“  While  the  Angel  of  Death  has  spared  the  immediate  circle 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  he  has  been  busy  among  the  subordi¬ 
nates,  twenty-three  deaths  having  been  reported  ;  among  them 
that  of  our  old  and  loved  Companion  Joel  Newell,  who  died 
Dec.  4th,  1880,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  91  years.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  Berlin  Chapter,  No.  18,  and  had  been  a 
Chapter  Mason  55  years. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  good  condition  of 
finances. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  report  a  review  of  thirty- 
six  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Pennsylvania  being  among  the  number 
fraternally  reviewed. 

The  Committee,  under  the  head  of  Pennsylvania,  1880,  say: 

“  Four  quarterly  Communications  were  held,  with  business 
only  of  local  character,  and  the  annual  Communication  was  held 
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December  27,  1880,  with  an  address  by  Companion  William  C. 
Hamilton,  G.  H.  Priest.  He  had  decided  that  a  Companion 
could  not  reveal  his  ballot,  and  had  issued  edicts  compelling 
Chapters  to  refrain  from  “  conferring  the  degrees  upon  appli¬ 
cants  who  had  not  passed  a  chair.”  Will  Companion  Meyer 
please  explain  this?  The  Grand  High  Priest-elect,  after  in¬ 
stallation,  delivered  a  brief  address.” 

In  reply,  we  would  say  that  the  Law  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania  requires,  that  an  applicant  for  the  Capitular 
degrees  shall  have  passed  the  chair  previous  to  his  application, 
which  can  only  be  done,  in  our  opinion,  in  a  1  <odge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  The  Grand  High  Priest  is  merely  com¬ 
pelling  Subordinate  Chapters  to  comply  with  the  law  on  this 
subject. 


CONCLUSION. 


The  review  is  now  at  an  end.  Our  labors,  for  approval  or 
otherwise,  are  before  you.  It  has  caused  us  no  little  anxiety. 
Being  pressed  with  an  every  day  business  that  absorbed  most  of 
our  time,  leaving  us  but  a  few  hours,  now  and  then,  in  the  eve¬ 
nings,  to  collect  together  the  reports  and  examine,  we  wonder 
that  we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much.  We  are  free  to 
confess  it  is  not  as  satisfactory  to  ourselves  as  we  should  desire, 
but  we  hope  it  will  be  read  by  our  Companions,  and  that,  im¬ 
perfect  as  it  is,  it  may  be  the  means  of  dispensing  Masonic  light 
and  knowledge. 

Andrew  Zane,  Jr.,  Chairman  for  Committee. 
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BY 


Comp.  Ribbert  P  John,  M,  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 


'1881. 


“that  in  cases  where  permission  is  asked  by  another  Chapter  to 

RECEIVE  AND  ACT  UPON  A  PETITION  OF  A  CANDIDATE  RESIDING  WITHIN  THE  JURIS¬ 
DICTION  OF  ANOTHER  CHAPTER,  THAT  THE  QUESTION  AS  TO  MASONIC  OBJECTION 
AGAINST  SAID  CANDIDATE  MUST  BE  TAKEN  BY  VlVA  VOCE.’  IN  SUCH  A  CASE,  IF  ANY 
MEMBER  ALLEGES  THAT  HE  HAS  A  MASONIC  OBJECTION,  HE  SHOULD  STATE  HIS 
OBJECTION  IN  OPEN  CHAPTER,  SO  THE  MEMBERS  CAN  JUDGE  OF  ITS  VALIDITY,  AND 
A  MAJORITY  VOTE  WILL  EITHER  GRANT  OR  REFUSE  SUCH  APPLICATION." 
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- *  18  81  x - 

Subordinate  Chapters 

AND 

MARK  LODGES. 

TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  MEETING. 


DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS. 


Grand  Representatives. 
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1882. 


PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 

O F  THE 


OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


EDWARD  P.  LESCURE, 

DANIEL  THOMPSON, 

BENJAMIN  PARKE, 

JEREMIAH  L.  HUTCHINSON, 
GEORGE  W.  WOOD, 

SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 

GEORGE  GRISCOM, 

MICHAEL  NISBET, 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

ANDREW  ROBENO, 

GEORGE  E.  WAGNER, 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMILTON,  M.  D., 
HIBBERT  P.  JOHN. 
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188  2. 

% 

REPRESENTATIVES 


TO  AND  FROM 


GRHND  CHS 


) 


Whose  Credentials  have  been  officially  aeted  upon  by 

Grand  Chapter. 


To  Pennsylvania. 
SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS,  . 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER.  . 
MICHAEL  NISBET,  . 

MICHAEL  NISBET, . 
JOHN  L.  YOUNG,  . 
HIBBERT  P.  JOHN, 
ANDREW  ROBENO, 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 
HORACE  FRITZ, 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER,  . 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER.  . 
DAVID  B.  TAYLOR, 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON,  . 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER,  . 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER,  . 

CHARLES  E.  MEYEB,  . 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER,  . 
DENNIS  F.  DEALY, 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON,  . 
GEORGE  W.  WOOD, 
THOMAS  JACOBS,  . 
WILLIAM  J.  KELLY.  . 
AUGUSTUS  R.  HALL,  . 
JOHN  CURTIS,  . 


Louisiana,  .... 
New  Jersey,  .... 
New  York,  .... 

Nova  Scotia . 

Missouri, . 

Oregon,  . 

Maine, . 

Tennessee, 

Maryland,  ... 

Illinois, . 

Wisconsin,  .... 
South  Carolina. 

Iowa, . 

District  of  Columbia.  . 
Nebraska,  .... 
Massachusetts, 

Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  .... 

Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  Eng¬ 
land,  . 

Quebec . 

Nevada . 

Canada, . 

Virginia . 

Mississippi . 

Arkansas . 

Indiana. . 

Vermont,  .  .  .  . 


From  Pennsylvania. 
HENRY  R.  SWASEY. 
JOHN  WOOLVERTON, 
CHARLES  ROOME. 
FRASER  W.  DAKIN. 
REUBEN  BARNEY,  M.  D. 
JAMES  R.  BAYLEY. 
MARQUIS  F.  KING. 
WILLIAM  E.  EASTMAN. 
EDWARD  T.  SCHULTZ. 
ASA  W.  BLAKELEY. 


CLARK  VARNUM. 

WILLIAM  R.  BOWEN. 


LINDSAY  MACKERSY. 

WM.  J.  HUGHAN. 
FRANK  EDGAR. 

LEON  M.  L.  BALDWIN. 
DAVID  MoLELLAN. 

S.  C.  CONLY. 

SAM  W.  WILLIAMS. 
SIMEON  S.  JOHNSON. 
FRANK  H.  BASCOM. 
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STATISTICS  OF  SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS  UNO  MARK  LODGES 

UNDER  JURISDICTION  OF 

Grand  Ghapter  of  Pennsylvania 

DECEMBER  27,  1881. 

CHAPTERS. 

Those  marked  *  returns  not  received  to  date  of  printing  proceedings. 


Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3. 

Philadelphia.  Fourth  Monday. 

Joel  H.  Thomas,  High  Priest 
John  H.  Dye,  King.  George  N.  Watson,  Scribe. 

Horace  Fritz,  Treasurer.  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  Secretary. 

5  Marked ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted ;  1  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  7  died ;  4  resigned ;  7  suspended  ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected  ;  373  members. 

Perseverance  Chapter,  No.  21. 

Harrisburg.  First  Monday. 

Frank  Strominger,  High  Priest. 

John  C.  Jennings,  King.  Henry  L.  Bowers,  Scribe. 

William  L.  Gorgas,  Treasurer.  John  I.  Beggs,  Secretary. 

2  Marked ;  2  Most  Excellent ;  2  Exalted ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored  ;  3  died  ;  1  resigned  ;  4  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o  re¬ 
jected  ;  130  members. 

Chapter  No.  43. 

Lancaster.  Fourth  Wednesday . 

Henry  E.  Carson,  High  Priest. 

David  H.  Wylie,  King.  Wm.  O.  Marshall,  Scribe. 

Charles  H.  Heinitsh,  Treas.  Hugh  S.  Gara,  Secretary. 

5  Marked  ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  5  Exalted  ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored;  2  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  4  suspended;  o  expelled  ;  o  re¬ 
jected;  258  members. 
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Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52. 

Philadelphia.  First  Friday. 

Wm.  A.  Witherup,  High  Priest. 

James  H.  Anderson,  King.  Ellsworth  H.  Hults,  Scribe. 

R.  Lloyd  Lee,  Treasurer.  John  Curtis,  Secretary. 

24  Marked ;  24  Most  Excellent ;  26  Exalted  ;  2  admitted  ; 
2  restored ;  7  died ;  4  resigned ;  7  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected ;  518  members. 


Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Wednesday. 

Andrew  Hazlet,  High  Priest. 

Charles  Summerfield,  King.  Jacob  Glazer,  Scribe. 

George  W.  Wood,  Treasurer.  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Sec. 

5  Marked ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  1  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  5  died  ;  5  resigned  ;  7  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  1  re¬ 
jected  ;  341  members. 

Washington  Chapter,  No.  150. 

Washington.  First  Friday. 

Samuel  Hazlett,  High  Priest. 

James  W.  McDowell,  King.  William  C.  King,  Scribe. 

F.  Whittlesey,  Treasurer.  James  W.  Woods,  Secretary. 

8  Marked;  8  Most  Excellent;  10  Exalted;  o  admitted;  2 
restored ;  2  died ;  5  resigned  ;  5  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  32  members. 


Reading  Chapter,  No.  152. 

Reading.  Second  Monday. 

Henry  R.  Laucks,  High  Priest. 

Wm.  A.  Henry,  King.  Jewel  E.  Siegel,  Scribe. 

Jesse  Orr,  Treasurer.  Edward  Burkholder,  Secretary. 

10  Marked ;  13  Most  Excellent;  13  Exalted;  1  admitted; 
o  restored ;  6  diet! ;  o  resigned ;  8  suspended  or  expelled ;  o 
rejected  ;  192  members. 
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Schuylkill  Chapter,  No.  159. 

Miner sville.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

William  B.  Beach,  High  Priest. 

Solomon  A.  Philips,  King.  William  Clark.  Scribe. 

Felix  Schloss,  Treasurer.  James  Murray,  Secretary. 

O  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  i  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored  ;  o  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  2  suspended  ;  i  expelled  ;  o  re¬ 
jected  ;  31  members. 


Union  Chapter  N*o.  161. 

Towanda.  Second  Wednesday. 

John  McGovern,  High  Priest. 

Clarence  T.  Kirby,  King.  George  W.  Busk,  Scribe. 
William  Chamberlin,  Treasurer.  James  H.  Codding,  Secretary. 

1  Marked;  1  Most  Excellent;  1  Exalted;  o  admitted;  2 
restored;  2  died;  1  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled;  o  re¬ 
jected;  86  members. 

Zerubbabel  Chapter,  No.  162, 

Pittsburg.  .  First  Tuesday. 

Fred  H.  Lacey,  High  Priest. 

E.  R.  Armstrong,  King.  Alfred  C.  Wilson,  Scribe. 

Wm.  P.  Thomson,  Treasurer.  Wm.  T.  Reiter,  Secretary. 

18  Marked;  18  Most  Excellent;  18  Exalted;  1  admitted ; 
o  restored;  3  died;  3  resigned;  1  suspended;  o  expelled;  1 
rejected;  307  members, 

Lafayette  Chapter,  No.  163. 

Lock  Haven.  Thursday  after  Full  Moon. 

Harry  O.  Chapman,  High  Priest. 

John  Schuyler.  Jr.,  King.  William  K.  Sedam,  Scribe. 
Jacob  Kamp,  Treasurer.  William  H.  Smith,  Secretary. 

5  Marked;  5  Most  Excellent;  5  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored;  2  died;  2  resigned;  4  suspended;  o  expelled;  o 
rejected;  98  members. 
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Brownsville  Chapter,  No.  164. 

Brownsville.  Second  Tuesday. 

Wm.  Chatland,  High  Priest. 

Jesse  M.  Bowell,  King.  John  Watkins,  Scribe. 

Thomas  Duncan,  Treasurer.  George  W.  Lenhart,  Secretary. 

2  Marked;  2  Most  Excellent;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
o  restored  ;  o  died  ;  2  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ; 
o  rejected  ;  29  members. 


Union  Chapter,  No.  165. 

Uniontown.  First  Thursday. 

Andrew  J.  Gilmore,  High  Priest. 

Max  Baum,  King.  Charles  L.  Springer,  Scribe. 

William  B.  McCormick,  Treas.  Philip  M.  Hochheimer,  Sec’y. 

o  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
o  restored  ;  I  died  ;  1  resigned  ;  3  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ; 
o  rejected;  32  members. 

Mt.  Moriah  Chapter,  No.  166. 

Hollidaysburg.  Third  Tuesday. 

Martin  Bell,  High  Priest. 

James  P.  Stewart,  King.  Geo.  W.  Smith,  M.D.,  Scribe. 
Alexander  M.  Lloyd,  Treas.  George  A.  Dobyne,  Secretary. 

3  Marked ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted ;  2  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  I  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  I  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected ;  39  members. 


Eureka  Chapter,  No.  167. 

✓ 

Rochester.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

John  Conway,  High  Priest. 

Oscar  A.  Small,  King.  Frank  Robinson,  Scribe. 

Gilbert  Pendleton,  Treas.  Cornelius  Masten,  Secretary. 

1  Marked ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  1  Exalted ;  1  admitted ;  0 

restored ;  o  died ;  2  resigned ;  o  suspended  ;  0  expelled  ;  0 
rejected ;  56  members. 
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Philadelphia  Chapter,  No.  169. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Wednesday . 

Thomas  D.  Condie,  High  Priest. 

James  A.  Kirkpatrick,  King.  Francis  Muhlenburg,  m.d.,  Scribe. 
George  J.  Becker,  Treas.  Charles  W.  Nolen,  Secretary. 

12  Marked;  1 2  Most  Excellent ;  io  Exalted;  3  admitted  • 
O  restored;  3  died;  1  resigned;  3  suspended;  o  expelled  -  o 
rejected  ;  220  members. 


Delta  Chapter,  No.  170. 

New  Castle.  Monday  on  or  before  Full  Moon.  » 

John  B.  Barber,  High  Priest. 

William  T.  Butz,  King.  John  H.  Snider,  Scribe. 

William  D.  Dickson,  Treas.  Horace  G.  Miller,  Secretary 

4  Marked ;  4  Most  Excellent;  4  Exalted;  o  admitted  o 
resigned  ,  o  restored  ,  o  died  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  rejected  " 
45  members. 


St.  John’s  Chapter,  No.  171. 

Carlisle.  First  Fhursday. 

Charles  H.  Hepburn,  High  Priest. 

William  H.  Woodward,  King.  Ernest  J.  Krause,  Scribe. 
John  Hyer,  Treasurer.  John  G.  Bobb,  Secretary. 

o  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  1 
restored ;  o  died ;  3  resigned ;  6  suspended ;  o  expelled  ;  1 
rejected;  53  members. 


Temple  Chapter,  No.  172. 

Tunkhannock.  Second  Monday  on  or  after  Full  Moon. 

S.  Tracy  Roberts,  High  Priest. 

James  W.  Piatt,  King.  Scribe 

Henry  Barham,  Treasurer.  Draper  Billings,  Secretary. 

1  Marked ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored ,  o  died ,  1  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  15  members. 
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Easton  Chapter,  No.  173. 

Easton.  Fourth  Monday. 

Luther  M.  Fine,  High  Priest. 

George  W.  Geiser,  King.  Benjamin  F.  Siegert,  Scribe. 
Enos  Werkheiser,  Treasurer.  Daniel  H.  Neiman,  Secretary. 

6  Marked ;  6  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted ;  3  admitted ;  o 

restored ;  o  died ;  3  resigned  ;  1  suspended  ;  o  expelled ;  o 

rejected;  109  members. 

'Northumberland  Chapter,  No.  174. 

Sunbury.  Wednesday  preceding  Full  Moon. 

High  Priest. 

King.  Scribe. 

Treasurer.  Henry  Clement,  Secretary. 

Marked  ;  Most  Excellent ;  Exalted ;  admitted  ; 
restored  ;  died  ;  resigned  ;  suspended  ;  expelled  ; 
rejected ;  43  members. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  175. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Thursday. 

Jacob  W.  Dowler,  High  Priest. 

Wm.  H.  Crap,  King.  Isaac  Bedichimer,  Scribe. 

Wm.  T.  Taylor,  Treasurer.  Robert  C.  Floyd,  Secretary. 

•» 

7  Marked;  7  Most  Excellent;  7  Exalted;  1  admitted;  O' 
restored ;  7  died ;  2  resigned  ;  3  suspended :  o  expelled ;  1 
rejected;  31 1  members. 

George  Washington  Chapter,  No.  176. 

Chambersburg.  Third  Monday. 

Hastings  Gehr,  High  Priest. 

Jacob  Rinick,  King.  Joseph  R.  Krikbaum,  Scribe. 

George  Biestch,  Treasurer.  Allan  C.  McGrath,  Secretary. 

# 

1  Marked;  1  Most  Excellent ;  1  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored  ;  o  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected ;  46  members. 
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Tamaqua  Chapter,  177. 

Tamaqua.  First  Friday  after  Full  Moon. 

Preston  Robinson,  High  Priest. 

Daniel  Shepp,  King.  Richard  Boyd,  Scribe. 

E.  J.  Fry,  Treasurer.  Wm.  Priser,  Secretary. 

4  Marked ;  4  Most  Excellent ;  5  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored;  o  died ;  1  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled;  o 
rejected ;  56  members. 


Catawissa  Chapter,  No.  178. 

Catawissa.  Wednesday  on  or  before  Fidl  Moon. 

Ambrose  H.  Sharpless,  High  Priest. 

Samuel  E.  Jones,  King.  Emanuel  S.  West,  Scribe. 

Solomon  D.  Rinard,  Treasurer.  Joseph  B.  Knittle,  Secretary. 

O  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent^;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
O  restored ;  o  died ;  o  resigned ;  2  suspended ;  o  ex¬ 

pelled  ;  o  rejected  ;  27  members. 


Eureka  Chapter,  No.  179. 

Carbondale.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

Charles  McMullen,  High  Priest. 

Andrew  Lindsay,  King.  Henry  B.  Wilbur,  Scribe. 

Joseph  Birkett,  Treasurer.  Wm.  R.  Baker,  Secretary. 

3  Marked;  3  Most  Excellent;  3  Exalted;  3  admitted; 
1  restored  ;  1  died ;  2  resigned  ;  6  suspended  ;  1  ex¬ 

pelled  ;  o  rejected;  75  members. 

Warren  Chapter,  No.  180. 

Montrose.  Tlmrsday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Wm.  H.  Boyd,  High  Priest. 

John  R.  Raynsford,  King.  James  R.  Zerfas,  Scribe. 

Henry  C.  Tyler,  Treasurer.  Wm.  L.  Cox,  Secretary. 

1  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  1  died ;  1  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected ;  40  members. 
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Lilly  Chapter,  No.  181. 

Maitch  Chunk.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

Eugene  H.  Blakslee,  High  Priest. 

Charles  E.  Foster,  King.  Laird  H.  Barber,  Scribe. 

James  I.  Blakslee,  Treasurer.  Wm.  W.  Weaver,  Secretary. 

I  Marked ;  I  Most  Excellent ;  I  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored :  2  died ;  o  resigned ;  6  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  ioo  members. 


*Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  182. 

•  Wilkes-Barre.  Third  Tuesday. 

Pligh  Priest. 

King.  Scribe. 

Treasurer  John  P.  Pollock,  Secretary, 

Marked;  Most  Excellent;  Exalted;  admitted;  restored; 
died;  resigned;  suspended;  expelled;  rejected;  72  members. 


Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Thursday. 

Samuel  J.  Dickey,  D.D.S.,  High  Priest. 

Levi  B.  McClees,  King.  Stockton  Bates,  Scribe. 

Michael  Nisbet,  Treasurer.  Jacob  F.  Stahl,  Secretary. 

20  Marked;  21  Most  Excellent;  21  Exalted;  1  admitted; 
3  restored;  10  died;  5  resigned;  6  suspended;  o  expelled; 
2  rejected;  597  members. 

Lackawanna  Chapter,  No.  185. 

Scranton.  Second  Tuesday. 

Ezra  H.  Ripple,  High  Priest. 

Frederick  Becker,  Jr.,  King.  Edward  L.  Walter.  Scribe. 
James  Ruthven,  Treasurer.  C.  L.  VanBuskirk,  Secretary. 

17  Marked;  17  Most  Excellent;  17  Exalted;  2  admitted; 
2  restored ;  I  died;  4  resigned ;  10  suspended;  o  expelled; 
o  rejected  ;  88  members. 
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Lewistown  Chapter,  No.  186. 

Lewis  town.  Third  Tuesday. 

Charles  A.  Redelin,  High  Priest. 

Harry  R.  Zerbe,  King.  Harry  M.  Van  Zandt,  Scribe. 

David  E.  Robeson,  Treasurer.  Charles  A.  Zerbe,  Secretary. 

i  Marked ;  i  Most  Excellent ;  i  Exalted ;  i  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  o  died ;  o  resigned ;  i  suspended ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  58  members. 

Oriental  Chapter,  No.  187. 

Conneautville.  Third  Friday. 

Arthur  J.  Harper,  High  Priest. 

Fayette  J.  Klumpf,  King.  George  W.  Brown,  Scribe. 

Rial  A.  Truesdale,  Treasurer.  Forrest  R.  Nichols,  Secretary. 

o  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  o  died  ;  4  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected  ;  34  members. 


Mountain  Chapter,  No.  189. 

Altoo?ia.  First  Thursday. 

f! 

Wm.  D.  Couch,  High  Priest. 

John  K.  Ray,  King.  William  B.  Miller,  Scribe. 

Theodore  H.  Wigton,  Treas.  Timothy  Davis,  Secretary. 

5  Marked ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  5  Exalted ;  2  admitted ;  o 
O  restored  ;  1  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  1 
rejected  ;  78  members. 

Norristown  Chapter,  No.  190. 

Norristown.  Second  Monday. 

Thomas  J.  Baker,  High  Priest. 

James  A.  Welsh,  King.  Wm.  F.  SlinglufT,  Scribe. 

Joseph  Shaw,  Treasurer.  Franklin  T.  Beerer,  Secretary. 

4  Marked;  4  Most  Excellent ;  4  Exalted;  o  admitted  ; 

1  restored  ;  2  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  4  suspended  ;  o  ex¬ 

pelled;  o  rejected;  145  members. 
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Solomon  Chapter,  No.  191. 

Meadville.  First  Tuesday. 

Edward  W.  Tanner,  High  Priest. 

Sturges  T.  Dick,  King.  Daniel  G.  Shryock,  Scribe. 

Norman  C.  McLaughlin,  Treas.  Henry  Church,  Secretary. 

4  Marked ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  2  Exalted ;  2  admitted ;  3 
restored  ;  1  died ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected  ;  77  members. 


Urania  Chapter,  No.  192. 

Greensburg.  Thursday  after  third  Tuesday. 

John  A.  Marchand,  High  Priest. 

Cyrus  N.  Stark,  King.  Wm.  M.  Singer,  Scribe. 

Zach.  P.  Bierer,  Treasurer.  David  W.  Shryack,  Secretary. 

3  Marked ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored ;  1  died ;  1  resigned  ;  1  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  I 
rejected;  108  members. 

Duquesne  Chapter,  No.  193. 

Pittsburgh.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

James  Fitzsimmons,  High  Priest. 

John  McKain,  King.  John  J.  Thornton,  Scribe. 

George  Glass,  Treasurer.  Joseph  S.  Brown,  Secretary. 

10  Marked;  10  Most  Excellent;  10  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
o  restored ;  2  died  ;  o  resigned ;  6  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected  ;  282  members. 


Tioga  Chapter,  No.  194. 

Wellsboro  .  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Harry  W.  Williams,  High  Priest. 

Jerome  B.  Niles,  King.  Ezra  B.  Young,  Scribe. 

William  Roberts,  Treasurer.  Max  Bernkopf,  Secretary. 

2  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  1  died ;  1  resigned ;  9  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  22  members. 
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Portage  Chapter,  No.  195. 

Johnstown.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

Frank  H.  McMillen,  High  Priest. 

John  D.  Roberts,  King.  Charles  Kropp,  Scribe. 

Wm.  Horace  Rose,  Treasurer.  Benjamin  F.  Speedy,  Secretary. 

3  Marked ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  o  died ;  1  resigned  ;  o  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  55  members. 

Mountain  City  Chapter,  No.  196. 

Pottsville.  Monday  after  Full  Moon. 

William  D.  Pollard,  High  Priest. 

Hugh  N.  Coxe,  King.  Christian  F.  Conrad,  Scribe. 

John  P.  Bertram,  Treasurer.  Jeremiah  J.  Cake,  Secretary. 

2  Marked ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  1  died ;  o  resigned ;  4  suspended  ;  O  expelled ;  O 
rejected;  83  members. 

Weidie  Chapter,  No.  197. 

Lebanon.  Second  Tuesday. 

Michael  W.  Reincehl,  High  Priest. 

Simon  G:  Boltz,  King.  Abram  Hess,  Scribe. 

Joseph  L.  Lemberger,  Treas.  William  G.  Ward,  Secretary. 

1  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored  ;  2  died ;  o  resigned ;  1  suspended ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected ;  66  members. 

Phoenix  Chapter,  No.  198. 

Fhoenixzhlle.  Second  Saturday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Henry  A.  Spare,  High  Priest. 

Walter  McFeat,  King.  Daniel  F.  Moore,  Scribe. 

John  Vanderslice,  Treasurer.  Edward  T.  Plush,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  9  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted ;  1  admitted ;  1 
restored  ;  3  died ;  1  resigned  ;  2  suspended  ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected  ;  92  members. 
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Howell  Chapter,  No.  199. 

York.  First  Wednesday  after  First  Monday  of  March ,  June , 

September  and  December. 

R.  H.  Shindel,  High  Priest. 

George  W.  Brillinger,  King.  Edwin  Myers,  Scribe. 

Isaac  A.  Elliot,  Treasurer.  Thomas  Wood,  Secretary. 

o  Marked  ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ;  o 

restored  ;  o  died  ;  2  resigned  ;  5  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 

rejected ;  76  members. 

Columbus  Chapter,  No.  200. 

Carry.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

David  S.  Rowe,  High  Priest. 

Jerome  B.  Davis,  King.  John  R.  Mulkie,  Scribe. 

Clarence  G.  Harmon,  Treas.  Randall  H.  Palmer,  Secretary. 

1  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted;  1 

1  restored  ;  o  died ;  1  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  O  expelled  ;  o 

rejected  ;  39  members. 

Standing  Stone  Chapter,  No.  201. 

Huntingdon.  First  Tuesday. 

Alexander  Elliott,  High  Priest. 

Martin  L.  Shaffner,  King.  Richard  I.  Foust,  Scribe. 

David  Black,  Sr.,  Treasurer.  Graffus  Miller,  Secretary. 

3  Marked;  3  Most  Excellent;  3  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored ;  o  died ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected  ;  44  members. 

Howell  Chapter,  No.  202. 

West  Chester.  First  Monday  after  Full  Moon. 

Marshall  H.  Matlack,  High  Priest. 

Henry  C.  Baldwin,  King.  Charles  B.  Lear,  Scribe. 

Norris  T.  Smith,  Treasurer.  William  D.  Christman,  Sec’y. 

o  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  2  admitted  ;  o 
restored  ;  o  died  ;  I  resigned  ;  4  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  52  members. 


219 


Allen  Chapter,  No.  203. 

AUentovm.  Monday  on  or  before  Full  Moan. 

Lewis  F.  Schmidt,  High  Priest. 

William  F.  Schlechter,  King.  Augustus  F.  Shick,  Scribe. 
Russell  A.  Thayer,  Treas.  Erwin  J.  Balliet,  Secretary. 

7  Marked;  7  Most  Excellent;  3  Exalted;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  o  died ;  3  resigned  ;  4  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  125  members. 


Anthony  Wayne  Chapter,  No.  204. 

Honesdale. 

Warrant  surrendered,  1879. 


*Factoryville  Chapter,  No.  205. 

Factoryville.  Wednesday  on  ar  before  Full  Moon. 

E.  C.  Browning,  Secretary. 


12  members. 


Harmony  Chapter,  No.  206. 

Beared'  Falls.  First  Thursday. 

Harry  Goldsmith,  High  Priest. 

James  Clayton,  King.  John  R.  Scott,  Scribe. 

George  E.  Smith,  Treasurer.  Augustus  Tomlinson,  Secretary. 

o  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 

restored ;  o  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended ;  o  expelled  ;  o 

rejected;  17  members. 

Aaron  Chapter,  No.  207. 

Titusville.  Third  Friday. 

James  R.  Barber,  High  Priest. 

Edward  R.  Young,  King.  Calvin  T.  C.  Gould,  Scribe. 
Jacob  Strauss,  Treasurer.  Smith  C.  Roof,  Secretary. 

o  Marked ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ; 

O  restored  ;  o  died  ;  5  resigned  :  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 

rejected ;  99  members. 
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Germantown  Chapter,  No.  208. 

Germantown.  Fourth  Monday. 

John  G.  Schuler,  High  Priest. 

Thomas  Jones,  King.  Alexander  Kinnier,  Scribe. 

George  Scatchard,  Treasurer.  Edwin  R.  Stevens,  Secretary. 

o  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  2  died ;  4  resigned  ;  4  suspended  ;  1  expelled ;  o 
rejected ;  93  members. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins  Chapter,  No.  209. 

Mechanicsburg.  Second  Monday. 

Robert  N.  Short,  High  Priest. 

Austin  G.  Eberly,  King.  Samuel  F.  Huston,  Scribe. 

E.  Rankin  Huston,  Treasurer.  George  Bobb,  Secretary. 

0  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  :  o  restored ;  1 
admitted ;  o  resigned ;  0  died ;  3  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  31  members. 

Great  Bend  Chapter,  No.  210. 

Great  Bend.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Almon  P.  Stevens,  High  Priest. 

Peter  T.  B.  Emmons,  King.  Charles  C.  Simmens,  Scribe. 
Galen  Newman,  Treasurer.  John  H.  Dusenbury,  Secretary. 

6  Marked ;  6  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted ;  0  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  0  died ;  O  resigned ;  0  suspended ;  0  rejected ;  47 
members.  , 

Venango  Chapter,  No.  211. 

Franklin.  Second  Thursday. 

Thomas  Algeo,  High  Priest. 

Harry  D.  Hulin,  King.  John  McKissick,  Scribe. 

Miles  W.  Sage,  Treasurer.  Wm.  G.  Ladds,  Secretary. 

o  Marked;  0  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored;  1  died;  2  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled;  O 
rejected  ;  62  members. 
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Mound  Chapter,  No.  212. 

Greenville.  Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

♦ 

Calvin  R.  Beatty, -High  Priest. 

Alphonse  F.  Henlein,  King.  Eugene  P.  Gillespie,  Scribe. 
Fayette  Herrick,  Treasurer.  Henry  H.  Lininger,  Secretary. 

o  Marked  ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted  ; 
o  restored  ;  O  died  ;  3  resigned ;  O  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ; 
o  rejected  ;  64  members. 

Girard  Chapter,  No.  213. 

Girard.  Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 

Joshua  C.  Thornton,  High  Priest. 

Charles  M.  Bender,  King.  Presley  McCreary,  Scribe. 

Henry  A.  Traut,  Treasurer.  Alvin  R.  Smith,  Secretary. 

o  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored  ;  O  died ;  O  resigned  ;  O  suspended  ;  O  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  9  members. 


Valley  Chapter,  No.  214. 

Plymouth.  Friday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Peter  H.  Garrahan,  High  Priest. 

John  R.  Lee,  King,  Jacob  Roberts,  Jr.,  Scribe. 

Chas.  W.  Jenkins,  Treasurer.  Samuel  U.  Shaffer,  Secretary. 

1  Marked ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  O  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  o  died ;  o  resigned ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected ;  37  members. 

Temple  Chapter,  No.  215. 

Erie.  Second  Friday. 

Douglass  Benson,  High  Priest. 

John  M.  Ormsbee,  King.  Homer  M.  Hill,  Scribe. 

Herman  T.  Jarecki,  Treas.  John  C.  Brady,  Secretary. 

8  Marked;  8  Most  Excellent;  8  Exalted;  1  admitted;  1 
died;  6  resigned ;  3  suspended  ;  o  expelled;  0  rejected  ;  99 
members. 
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Zinzendorf  Chapter,  No.  216. 

Bethlehem.  Second  Monday. 

♦ 

Marcus  C.  Fetter,  High  Priest. 

Joseph  Johnston,  King.  David  J.  Godshalk,  Scribe. 

Bernhard  E.  Lehman,  Treasurer.  William  V.  Knauss,  Secretary. 

o  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent;  o  Exalted;  I  admitted;  o 
restored  ;  I  died  ;  I  resigned  ;  2  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o  re¬ 
jected;  49  members. 

Allegheney  Chapter,  No.  217. 

Allegheny  City.  First  Friday. 

William  Criswell,  High  Priest. 

Stewart  S.  D.  Thompson,  King.  George  N.  Lacock,  Scribe. 
Nathan  Graham,  Treasurer.  Adolphe  H.  Booking,  Sec’y. 

7  Marked  ;  7  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  1  admitted ;  2 
restored;  1  died  ;  1  resigned;  4  suspended;  o  expelled  ;  3  re¬ 
jected;  219  members. 

Bloomsburg  Chapter,  No.  218. 

Bloomsburg.  First  Wednesday. 

Chakles  K.  Francis,  High  Priest. 

George  W.  Reifsnyder,  King.  Wm.  J.  Scott,  Scribe. 

Jeremiah  J.  Brower,  Treasurer.  Christian  F.  Knapp,  Secretary. 

4  Marked ;  4  Most  Excellent;  4  Exalted;  I  admitted;  1 
restored ;  o  died  ;  2  resigned  ;  2  suspended  ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  63  members. 

Griscom  Chapter  No.  219. 

Ashland.  Third  Thursday. 

Wm.  A.  Phillips,  High  Priest. 

Wm.  H.  Anthony,  King,  Albert  J.  Wagner,  Scribe. 

Chas.  W.  Hartman,  Treasurer.  George  H.  Helfrich,  Secretary. 

o  Marked  ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ; 
o  restored  ;  2  died ;  o  resigned ;  6  suspended ;  o  expelled  ; 
o  rejected  ;  34  members. 
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Fort  Washington  Chapter,  No.  220. 

Fort  Washington.  Thursday  before  full  Moon. 

Lemuel  Rodenbaugh,  High  Priest. 

John  J.  Slifer,  King.  Henry  J.  Houpt,  Scribe 

Henry  Unger,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Rex,  Secretary. 

O  Marked  ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ; 
o  restored  ;  o  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected ;  37  members. 

Tremont  Chapter,  No.  221. 

Tremont.  Monday  after  Full  Moon. 

Joseph  Enzensperger,  High  Priest. 

George  Y.  Lehr,  M.  D.,  King.  George  D.  Anderson,  Scribe. 
Daniel  B.  Althouse,  Treasurer.  Lewis  W.  Heil,  Secretary. 

1  Marked ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored;  2  died;  1  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled  ;  o  re¬ 
jected  ;  45  members. 

Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222. 

Williamsport.  Second  Tuesday. 

John  F.  Ladlein,  High  Priest. 

Joseph  W.  Mussina,  King.  Frank  J.  Richards,  Scribe. 

Adolph  Niemeyer,  Treasurer,  William  R.  Prior,  Secretary. 

5  Marked;  5  Most  Excellent;  5  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
o  restored ;  1  died ;  2  resigned ;  o  suspended  or  expelled ;  1’ 
rejected  ;  100  members. 

Oxford  Chapter,  No.  223. 

Oxford.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

George  McFadden,  High  Priest. 

Rev.  Wm.  B.  Browne,  King.  Henry  G.  Durborow,  Scribe. 
Alex.  H.  Ingram,  Treasurer.  James  Black,  Secretary. 

4  Marked;  4  Most  Excellent;  4  Exalted;  1  admitted;  0 
restored;  1  died;  1  resigned;  0  suspended;  0  expelled;  0 
rejected;  41  members. 
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Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  224. 

Columbia .  Second  Tuesday. 

Elias  B.  Herr,  High  Priest. 

Joseph  W.  Yocum,  King.  William  G.  Taylor,  Scribe. 
Charles  H.  Pfahler,  Treas.  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  Sec’y. 

5  Marked ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  1  died ;  o  resigned ;  5  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected ;  74  members. 

Jefferson  Chapter,  No.  225. 

Brookville .  First  Monday. 

Wilson  R.  Ramsey,  High  Priest. 

John  N.  Garrison,  King.  Alexis  L.  Gordon,  Scribe. 

James  K.  Hamilton,  Treas.  Williamson  D.  J.  Marlin,  Sec’y. 

o  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored;  o  died;  2  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled;  o 
rejected ;  34  members. 

Siloam  Chapter,  No.  226. 

Frankford.  Third  Wednesday. 

Matthias  Coats,  High  Priest. 

George  Hale,  Jr.,  M.D.,  King.  Michael  H.  Hoffman,  Scribe. 
John  Cooper,  Treasurer.  Thaddeus  Stearne,  Secretary. 

5  Marked;  5  Most  Excellent;  5  Exalted;  1  admitted;  o 
restored;  1  died;  2  resigned;  1  suspended;  o  expelled;  1 
rejected;  1 10  members. 

Emporium  Chapter,  No.  227. 

Emporium.  First  and,  third,  Wednesdays. 

John  W.  Kriner,  High  Priest. 

Cad  G.  Watson,  King.  John  D.  Logan,  Scribe. 

Leonard  Taggart,  Treasurer.  George  Metzger,  Secretary. 

1/ Marked;  1  Most  Excellent;  1  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored ;  O  died  ;  1  resigned ;  O  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  41  members. 
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Clearfield  Chapter,  No.  228. 

Clearfield.  Second  Monday  aftey  Fall  Moon. 
William  H.  Dill,  High  Priest. 

John  G.  Schroyer,  King.  Louis  K.  McCullough,  Scribe. 
Daniel  W.  McCurdy,  Treas.  William  Radebaugh,  Secretary. 

o  Marked ;  i  Most  Excellent ;  i  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  i  died ;  3  resigned ;  4  suspended  ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected ;  37  members. 

Newtown  Chapter,  No.  229. 

Newtown.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

Joseph  B.  Roberts,  High  Priest. 

John  W.  Williams,  King.  Robert  Shields,  Scribe. 

William  K.  Carver,  Treasurer.  I.  Wilson  Merrick,  Secretary. 

1  Marked ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  1  Exalted ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored;  o  died;  o  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled;  o 
rejected  ;  35  members. 

Elk  Chapter,  No.  230. 

Ridgwciy.  Third  Tuesday. 

Amos  B.  Wheeler,  High  Priest. 

Eugene  J.  Miller,  King.  James  B.  Wicks,  Scribe. 

Byron  F.  Ely,  Treasurer.  W.  C.  Healy,  Secretary. 

O  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent;  o  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored ;  o  died ;  o  resigned ;  9  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  2  ceased;  27  members. 

Bristol  Chapter,  No.  231. 

Bristol.  Saturday  after  Full  Moon. 

Allen  L.  Garwood,  High  Priest. 

George  W.  Kirk,  King.  George  W.  White,  Scribe. 

William  B.  Baker,  Treasurer.  Israel  S.  Tomlinson,  Secretary. 

0  Marked ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored  ;  died  ;  resigned  ;  3  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  39  members. 

15 
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St.  John  Chapter,  No.  232. 

Philadelphia.  First  Tuesday. 

Stephen  B.  Warner,  High  Priest. 

Robert  G.  Pidgeon,  King.  Edward  J.  James,  Scribe. 

Jos.  W.  Price,  Treasurer.  Charles  Carroll  Burns,  Sec’y. 

13  Marked;  13  Most  Excellent;  13  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
O  restored;  4  died;  3  resigned;  14  suspended;  O  expelled;  o 
rejected;  244  members. 

Kensington  Chapter,  No.  233. 

Kensington ,  130  &  132  Richmond  st.,  Philadelphia. 

Fourth  Monday. 

Albert  A.  Witsil,  High  Priest. 

James  T.  Hall,  King.  William  A.  Piper,  M.D.,  Scribe. 

John  W.  Lee,  Treasurer.  Charles  K.  Neisser,  Secretary. 

24  Marked;  25  Most  Excellent;  25  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
O  restored;  6  died;  o  resigned;  7  suspended;  O  expelled;  I 
rejected;  344  members. 

Media  Chapter,  No.  234. 

Media.  Thursday  after  Full  Moon. 

Stephen  H.  Appleton,  High  Priest. 

Homer  E.  Hoopes,  King.  Ralph  Buckley,  Scribe. 

Wardle  Ellis,  Treasurer.  William  Campbell,  Secretary. 

o  Marked;  o  Most  Excellent;  1  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored;  o  died;  o  resigned;  2  suspended;  o  rejected;  35 
members. 


Occidental  Chapter,  No.  235. 

Warren.  Second  Monday. 

Caleb  C.  Thompson,  High  Priest. 

George  Hazeltine,  King.  Christian  Arnold,  Scribe. 
Andrew  Hertzel,  Treasurer.  Wm.  Borne,  Secretary. 

10  Marked;  8  Most  Excellent;  9  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored;  o  died;  o  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled; 
o  rejected;  48  members. 


I 
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•Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236. 

Oil  City.  Third  Thursday. 

Daniel  W.  Guernsey,  High  Priest. 

Horatio  N.  Arnold,  King.  Russell  M.  Lewis,  Scribe. 
Thomas  R.  Cowell,  Treasurer.  Secretary. 

Marked;  Most  Excellent;  Exalted;  admitted; 
restored;  died;  resigned;  suspended;  expelled; 
rejected;  56  members. 

Excelsior  Chapter  No.  237. 

Reading.  First  Thursday . 

Daniel  W.  Crouse,  High  Priest. 

Horace  D.  Boone,  King.  David  T.  Schmehl,  Scribe. 
George  E.  Haak,  Treasurer.  Thomas  E.  Weber,  Secretary. 

5  Marked;  3  Most  Excellent;  3  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored;  o  died;  O  resigned;  2  suspended;  o  expelled;  3 
rejected;  143  members. 

Newport  Chapter,  No.  238. 

Newport.  Monday  after  Full  Moon. 

Wm.  B.  Leas,  High  Priest. 

John  P.  Hopple,  King.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Scribe. 

William  H.  Bosserman,  Treas.  John  P.  Clark,  Secretary. 

1  Marked;  1  Most  Excellent;  1  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
o  restored;  I  died;  1  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled;  o 
rejected;  35  members. 

Danville  Chapter,  No.  239. 

Danville.  First  Monday. 

Daniel  S.  Bloom,  High  Priest. 

William  G.  Kramer,  King.  Eugene  J.  Curtis,  Scribe. 

David  Clark,  Treas.  Alex.  J.  Frick,  Secretary. 

7  Marked;  7  Most  Excellent;  7  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
died  or  resigned;  o  suspended  or  expelled;  o  rejected;  45 
members. 
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Palestine  Chapter,  No.  240. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Friday. 

* 

Philip  C.  Shaffer,  High  Priest. 

Wm.  E.  Steen,  King.  Wm.  H.  E.  Marter,  Scribe. 

Wm.  E.  Krewson,  Treasurer.  Charles  Mathews,  Jr.,  Sec’y. 

6  Marked ;  8  Most  Excellent;  j  Exalted;  o  admitted;  I 
died;  o  suspended;  2  resigned;  o  rejected;  206  members. 

Bellefonte  Chapter,  No.  241. 

Belief onte.  First  Friday. 

Daniel  Z.  Kline,  High  Priest. 

Jas.  C.  Harper,  King.  William  F.  Reber,  Scribe. 

John  P.  Harris,  Treasurer.  George  B.  Weaver,  Secretary- 

2  Marked;  1  Most  Excellent;  1  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
o  restored  ;  o  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ; 
o  rejected;  48  members. 

*Pittston  Chapter,  No.  242. 

Pittston ,  Buz  erne  Co.  Bast  Thursday . 

High  Priest. 

King.  Scribe. 

Treasurer.  Lucius  B.  Ensign,  Secretary. 

Marked  ;  Most  Excellent ;  Exalted  ;  admitted ; 
restored  ;  died ;  resigned ;  suspended ;  expelled ; 
rejected  ;  42  members. 

Tristram  B.  Freeman  Chapter,  No.  243. 

Philadelphia.  First  Monday. 

Charles  H.  Downing,  High  Priest. 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  King.  Joseph  A.  Abrams,  Scribe. 

William.  T.  Benner,  Treasurer.  George  M.  D.  Apple,  Secretary. 

10  Marked;  10  Most  Excellent;  12  Exalted;  2  admitted ; 
o  restored;  1  died;  1  resigned;  2  suspended;  o  expelled;  o 
rejected;  184  members. 
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Norman  Chapter  No.  244. 

4 

Sharon ,  Mercer  Co.  Second  Friday. 

John  Murchie,  High  Priest. 

George  Tribby,  King.  Theodore  M.  Ford,  Scribe. 

Ansley  S.  Service,  Treasurer.  William  Leipheimer,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  7  Most  Excellent ;  8  Exalted  ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  o  died  ;  1  resigned  ;  o  suspended ;  o  expelled  ;  1  re¬ 
jected  ;  69  members. 

Abington  Chapter,  No.  245. 

Jenkintown ,  Montgomery  Co.  Tuesday  after  Full  Moon. 
Elwood  Wilgus,  High  Priest, 

William  Elliott,  King.  John  H.  Danenhower,  Scribe. 

Charles  Harper,  Treasurer.  Edward  Bright,  Secretary. 

o  Marked  ;  o  Most  Excellent ;  o  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored  ;  o  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  39  members. 

•Warrior  Run  Chapter,  No.  246. 

Watsontown.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

High  Priest. 

King.  Scribe. 

Treasurer.  Wm.  F.  Shay,  Secretary. 

29  members. 

Orient  Chapter,  No.  247. 

Kittanning.  Second  Monday. 

Harry  A.  Arnold,  High  Priest. 

James  P.  Coulter,  King.  John  Gilpin,  Scribe. 

John  P.  Painter,  Treasurer.  George  T.  Crawford,  Secretary. 

6  Marked;  6  Most  Excellent;  6  Exalted;  o  admitted;  o 
restored ;  2  died ;  4  resigned  ;  4  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected  ;  62  members. 
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Temple  Chapter,  No.  248. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Tuesday. 

John  W.  Haseltine,  High  Priest. 

Henry  Grim,  King.  Isaac  C.  Price,  Scribe. 

Joseph  S.  Wright,  Treasurer.  Rev.  A.V.  C.Schenck,  D.D.,Sec’y. 

2  Marked ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  2  Exalted ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  1  died ;  1  resigned  ;  1  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected;  169  members. 


*Monongahela  Chapter,  No.  249. 

Monongahela  City.  Tuesday  after  Full  Moon. 

High  Priest. 

King  Scribe. 

Treasurer.  S.  D.  Culbertson,  Secretary 

26  members. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  250. 

Philadelphia.  First  Monday. 

N.  Ferree  Lightner,  High  Priest. 

Leander  C.  Hall,  Jr.,  King.  A.  C.  W.  Beecher,  M.  D.,  Scribe, 
Arnold  M.  Davis,  Treasurer.  James  McCormick,  Secretary. 

14  Marked;  12  Most  Excellent;  12  Exalted;  o  admitted; 
o  restored ;  o  died ;  2  resigned ;  3  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected;  182  members. 

Signet  Chapter,  No.  2$l. 

Philadelphia.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

Harry  T.  Kingston,  High  Priest. 

William  J.  Barr,  King.  Rev.  Jas.  W.  Robins,  D.D.,  Scribe. 
Silas  W.  Pettit,  Treasurer.  Oscar  R.  Meyers,  Secretary. 

7  Marked ;  7  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted  ;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored  ;  1  died ;  2  resigned ;  2  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected  ;  1 16  members. 


Mizpah  Chapter,  No.  252. 

J lahanoy  City.  Thursday  after  Full  Moon. 

George  F.  Brendle,  High  Priest. 

David  Hutchison,  King.  John  W.  Hardley,  Scribe. 

William  L.  Yoder,  Treasurer.  Phaon  Hermany,  Secretary. 

i  Marked  ;*  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored  ;  o  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o  re¬ 
jected  ;  35  members. 

North  East  Chapter,  No.  253. 

North  East ,  Erie  Co.  Second  Monday. 

James  L.  Green,  High  Priest. 

Isaac  Horton,  King.  Norman  H.  Clark,  Scribe. 

Alfred  Short,  Treasurer.  Henry  S.  Nash,  Secretary. 

1  Marked ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  1  Exalted ;  o  admitted  ;  o 
restored ;  I  died ;  2  resigned  ;  O  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  O 
rejected  ;  24  members. 

Arnold  Chapter,  No.  254. 

Port  Allegany,  McKean  Co.  Second  Tuesday. 

•  Charles  M.  Barrett,  High  Priest. 

Carlton  R.  Bard,  King.  Ole  L.  Snyder,  Scribe. 

L.  H.  Dolley,  Treasurer.  Edwin  P.  Dalrymple,  Secretary. 

17  Marked;  11  Most  Excellent ;  n  Exalted;  o  admitted ;  o 
restored ;  o  died ;  o  resigned ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ;  o 
rejected  ;  34  members. 

Bedford  Chapter,  No.  255. 

Bedford,  Bedford  Co.  Third  Wednesday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 
Oliver  L.  Lockwood,  High  Priest. 

James  Cleaver,  King.  D.  Stewart  Elliot,  Scribe. 

Thomas  S.  Gilchrist,  Treasurer.  Henry  S.  Dibert,  Secretary. 

3  Marked ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted  ;  O  admitted ;  O 
restored  ;  o  died ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  O  expelled  ;  O 
rejected ;  36  members. 
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Fernwood  Chapter,  No.  256. 

Fernwood ,  Delaware  Co.  First  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

William  Dixey,  High  Priest. 

Henry  C.  McKnight,  King.  Albert  H.  Walters,  Scribe, 
Oliver  B.  Moss,  Treasurer.  Secretary. 

13  Marked;  11  Most  Excellent;  13  Exalted-;  1  admitted; 
O  restored  ;  2  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  1  suspended  ;  o  expelled  ; 

or  ejected  ;  73  members. 

Shiloh  Chapter,  No.  257. 

/ 

Pittsburgh ,  Allegheny  Co.  First  Monday. 

Joseph  Eichbaum,  High  Priest. 

Allen  Campbell  Kerr,  King.  George  W.  Haslett,  Scribe. 
John  A.  Musgrave,  Treasurer.  Wm.  Richardson,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

8  Marked  ;  8  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  ; 

o  restored  ;  2  died  ;  o  resigned  ;  o  suspended  ;  o  expelled ;  o 
rejected ;  96  members. 

Chester  Chapter,  No.  258. 

Chester,  Delazvare  Co.  Last  Monday. 

John  Fountain,  High  Priest. 

Charles  F.  Foster,  King.  David  F.  Houston,  Scribe. 
William  Taylor,  Treasurer.  Theodore  W.  Stone,  Secretary. 

4  Marked;  4  Most  Excellent ;  4  Exalted;  o  admitted  ; 

o  restored  ;  o  died  ;  1  resigned  ;  1  suspended  ;  o  ex¬ 

pelled;  O  rejected;  82  members. 

Eden  Chapter,  No.  259. 

Edenburg,  Clarion  Co.  Second  Tuesday. 

Josiah  Dobson,  High  Priest. 

Joseph  B.  Painter,  King.  George  F.  Kribbs,  Scribe. 

James  J.  Donehue,  Treasurer.  Robert  A.  Fuller,  Secretary- 

6  Marked ;  6  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  o  admitted  ; 
I  restored ;  0  died ;  1  resigned  ;  I  suspended ;  O  expelled  ;  0 
rejected;  35  members. 


Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260. 

Bradford ,  McKean  Co.  First  and  Third  Thursday. 

William  R.  Weaver,  High  Priest. 

William  H.  Clarke,  King.  James  Broder,  Scribe. 

Charles  L.  Wheeler,  Treas.  Joseph  H.  Simonds,  Secretary. 

44  Marked;  43  Most  Excellent;  48  Exalted;  10  admitted; 
o  died;  1  resigned;  o  suspended;  o  expelled;  1  rejected;  o 
restored;  87  members. 


MARK  LODGES. 


Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Monday. 

Franklin  Garrigues,  Worshipful  Master. 

Wm.W.  Mayberry, Sr. Warden.  Wm.  H.  Dougherty,  Jr.  Warden. 
B.  Frank  Abbett,  Treasurer.  James  Bleloch,  Secretary. 

O  Marked ;  o  admitted;  O  restored;  12  died;  2  resigned; 
5  suspended;  o  expelled;  o  rejected;  643  members. 

Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Tuesday. 

Augustus  R.  Hall,  Worshipful  Master. 

Wm.  Elder,  Senior  Warden.  Thos.  B.  Reeves,  Junior  Warden. 
George  W.  Wood,  Treasurer.  Thomas  S.  Woodbury,  Secy. 

o  Marked ;  o  admitted;  1  restored;  17  died;  2  resigned; 
1  suspended;  1  expelled;  o  rejected;  612  members. 

« 

Excelsior  Mark  Lodge  No.  216. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Tuesday. 

Joseph  F.  Sickel,  Worshipful  Master. 

Francis  Fuke,  Senior  Warden.  Wm.  H.  Stoyle,  Junior  Warden. 
Thos.  R.  Patton,  Treasurer.  Samuel  W.  Wray,  Secretary. 

O  Marked  ;  o  admitted  ;  o  restored  ;  3  died  ;  I  resigned  ; 
o  suspended ;  o  expelled ;  o  rejected ;  463  members. 
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